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distance. Upon au ordinary postage 
|stamp a trifle of some 500 millions 
13! might rest! In shape the bacillus is a 
14 rod with rounded ends. It is cultivable 
15 in suitable media, requires oxygen for 











‘The Yokouame Specie Bani 
‘The Bank of China and Japan, 
Hall & Holtz, Ld. 





imite 
Limited 7 
i 





Amosestnxts—— {its growth, increases by fission, te, by 
‘The Brough Comedy Company at the | dividing itself into two parts, and thus 
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718 grows in number by geometrical pro- 

| gression at a traly alarming rate, — Its 

' greatest enemy is the sun, as exposure 
jto direct sunlight readily kills it. 
Tv weak acids and other antiseptics it 
readily succumbs, and is unable to 
stand s temperature of 140° Fuhr. 
aig) Whether or uo the plague bacillus is 
718 | able to live in the soil as is so generally 
‘99 | supposed is held to be a moot point. 
Four classes of cases have beeu re- 
' coguised in Bombay :— 

1.—Mild cases with buboes, in which 
the bacilli are less virulent. 

2.—Severe diito, 

8.—Pueumonic plague with or with- 
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| often mistaken for other diseases unless 
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Ww : spread by inoculation through abrasions 
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plague by breathing infected air. The 
period of incubation appears to vary from 
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less than twenty-four hours to six days 
or more, 

Dr. Haffkine’s prophylactic treatment 
is said to bave been remarkably success- 
ful, inasmuch as out of some 8,000 
persons that were inoculated only 18 
took the disease, of whom the two who 
died had actually contracted the sick- 
ness before inoculation, Fortunately 
but very short time is needed to obtain 
protection ; while four days ate said to 
be necessary to gain immunity from 
cholera, seven for small-pox, and fifteen 
for rabies, protection against plague is 
attainable in less than 24 hours, From 
other sources, however, we learn that in 
this, as in so many other things, doctors 
differ. 

‘As might be expected many methods 
-of treatment were tried, but uone could 
claim to be a success. Eighty per cent 
or so of those taken to the hospitals 
died, and those who were discharged 
were held rather to have recovered than 
to have been cured. 

Up to this day nothing is known 
with certainty as to the manner in 
which the plague bacillus was introduced 
into Bombay. Except from the conghing 
in the puenmonic type it is held to be but 
slightly infectious,and stress is laid upon 
the statement that during May, 1894, 
notwithstanding the prevalence ‘of the 
plague in Hongkong and the intimate 
connection between that place and 
Macao, not a single case occurred in the 
latter city. It is well known, however, 
that there are certain places where plague 
is endemic or“ at home,” and it is doubt- 
less from these that it is imported into 
others. As it has been proved to be 
both contagious and infectious in a 
slight degree, it is also believed to be 
miasmatic. Experience in Northern 
India and China is held to have proved 
so much. Rats become infected with 
the disease, and by emigration spread 
it far and wide in spite of the most 
stringent of cordons- for prevention, 
Corpses are also u source of infection, 
as als is soiled linen, in which it 
hns been proved the “microbe can 
exist for more than a month. As 
evidence of the miasmatic source of 
the disease it has been noted it is 
usually at its worst when the weather 
is at its driest, or as in the case of 
i Hongkong in 1894 after a long period 
:of drought. Rain is usually antagonis- 
tic, but no absolute rule has been 
established as experience varies some- 
what. Great heat sometimes kills out 
, the bacillus entirely. No special sort 
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of soil, and uo particular state of th 
ro) 
Sivaloome visitor. ‘It hes'been found 
to thrive as well on-the bleak ‘hill-side 
‘asin the sheltered valley ; in the damp 
soil as much as in the dry. 
Oue-thing seems to be proved beyond 
all cavil—that plague is a disease of 
the poor and ill-fetl, and not of the well- 


nurtured and-rich, “Very fow-Buropeaus | 


are attacked aud of those who are a 
inrger proportion recover. Even in 
European visitations in ‘historical times 
there was the samewell-marked charac- 
teristje ; the poor died, the rich escaped. 

Experience in Bombay proves ouly | 
ro plainly that Kitasato’s bacillus is uo 
mean ‘enemy. Where he once has 
found a-howe he is uot so ensily ousted 
ag.we might wish, Amongst the many 
sanitary measures tukeu by the Muni- 
cipal Authorities in Bombay there are 
enumerated disinfection by burning 
sulphur, lime-washing, cleausing and 
disinfection of drains, free distrib- 
ution of disinfectants, removal of 
obstructions to light and air, removal 
of tiles from roofs, compulsory removal 
of people from infected dwellings, and 
the ‘disinfection or burning of soiled 
articles, Additional cases did occur in 
houses after disinfectiou, but they were 
rare, and it is believed that. notwith- 
standing the failure to check the disease 
eutirely, its ravages were kept within 
smaller bounds than ever before. ‘lo- 
wards the end more stringent measures 
for segregation of cuses were adopted. 
But much opposition had to be over- 
come owing to the ignorance and pre- 
judices of the natives, they 
should fight shy of the hospitals when 
eighty out of every hundred patients 
died was natural enonsh 

Much has heen written abont the 
uusnnitary state of Bombay in general, 
and certain of its native quarters in 
particular, but it is worth noting that 
the chaplain of the Byoulla Gaol, a 
gentleman with an intimate knowledge 
of the subject, writes to Zhe Times to 
state that notwithstanding the density 
of the population the condition of the 
Bombay poor is not worse than that of 
the poor in the big cities of Europe. 

‘There is much valuaable information 
to be culled from Mr. Birdwood’s lec- 
ture both for those in authority and for 
the private citizen. ‘The former may 
be trusted to keep abreast of the latest 
information ; the latter will do well to 
remember that a well-nourished body 
jin a well-cleanad, well-ventilated, well- 
lighted house has nothing to fear from 
plague, Snu-light aud plenty of it is 
natare’s own prophylactic. 







































Summary of Hews. 








‘Tne English mail of the 18th of March 
arrived here on the 20th inst, by the 
P. & O. Co.'s steamer Ouremandel. 

‘A satb leaves to-morrow morning for 
Earope by the P. & O. Co.'s steamer 
Verona. 





and have a mowpily of this most}| 


LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 


SUPPLIED THROUGH REUTER'S AGENOY 
EXCLUSIVELY "TO THE ‘‘NORTH*CHINA 


London, 18th April. 
THE U.S. SENATE'S AMENDMENTS. 

The United States’ Senate has :ad- 
opted by 67 yotes to 21 its Com- 
mittee’s Resolution, with amendments 
recognising the Republic of Cuba, -dis- 
claiming the ‘intention to exercise 
sovereignty :over -Cuba except for -the 
purpose of pacification, and asserting 
the determination thereafter to leave 
the government of the ‘island to its 
inhabitants. 

NOT VERY PROBABLE. 

A deadlock between the two Houses 
is probable. 

WAR PREPARATIONS IN THE U.S. 

‘The United States’ Government has 
chartered four American Atlantic 
liners, and eight regiments have been 
ordered to New Orleans, seven re- 
giments to Mobile, and seven to 
‘Tampa. : 

WAR PREPARATIONS IN SPAIN. 

‘The Spanish Cabinet has decided to 
convert the Spanish ‘Transatlantic Com- 
ppany’s steamers into warships. 

BAD FEELING IN SPAIN. 

There are Anti-American demon- 
strations in Spain. 

London, 19th April, 
THE TWO HOUSES OF CONGRESS 
TO HOLD A CONFERENCE. 

The U.S. House of Representatives 
has.amended the Senate’s Resolution, 
eliminating the recognition of the Cuban 
Republic. ‘The Senate refused to ac- 
cept the amendment, aud upon this the 
House of Representatives requested a 
Conference, to which the Senate has 
agreed. 

London, 20th April. 
THE UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. 

‘The Conference has agreed to the 

Senate’s Resolution, omitting the re- 


nition clause. 

President McKinley will not sign 
the Resolution before to-morrow, as he 
awaits the completion of an ultimatum 
wherein he favours giviug Spain three 
days to comply, with a view to en- 
abling the completion of arrangements 
to strike a decisive blow. 

AN ASTONISHING PROPOSAL. 

A Bill has been introduced in the 
Senate creating a National War Force 
of all able-bodied men of from eighteen 
to forty-five years of age for three 
years’ service. 

London, 21st April. 
LEADING UP TO WAR. 

President McKinley has signed the 
| Resolutions of Congress, and the 
Spanish Minister to Washington has 
| demanded his rts. 

THE PRESLDENT SENDS HIS 
ULTIMATUM. 


An ultimatum has been delivered in 
Madrid, compliance with which 


is 





required by Saturday, the American 
Minister to Spain meanwhile remaining 
in Madrid. 

SPAIN WILL NOT FOREGO HER 

RIGHTS. 

‘The Spanish Cortes has been open- 
ed and the speech from the Throne 
upholds Spain’s rights in'Cuba. 

THE UNITED STATES WILL NOT 
GRANT LETTERS OF MARQUE. 
Tt has .been officially announced 

that the United ‘States will not resort 
to:privateering. 
‘London, 22nd April. 
WAR NOTES. 

The Spanish Minister “has ‘left 
Washington. 

‘The majority of the English news- 
papers are distinctly friendly to 
America. 

President McKinley’s ultimatum 
has reached Madrid, and Spain im- 
mediately broke off relations. 

The American Minister to Spain 
has left Madrid. 

Hostilities have commenced between 
Spain and the United States. 

‘The Hon. A. J. Balfour stated that 
America had notified her adhesion to 
the Treaty of Paris but that Spain had 
not yet replied. 

‘He also said that Great Britain 
cannot lay down the principle that 
coal is a contraband of war, though it 
may -frequently be so but not néces- 
sarily. 

‘London, 23rd April. 
U.S. EXPEDITIO ¥ TO-CUBA. 

‘The U.S. squadron hasleft Key West 
to blockade Havana, and ‘the ‘troops 
will co-operate when they have been 
concentrated. 

BRITISH FINANCE. 

‘The Right Hon. Sir Michael Hicks- 
Beach, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
‘has stated that the Budget surplus for 
the past year amounts to £3,678,000 
‘sterling. “An abatement will be made 
in the income tax, raising the limit 
figure of £400 to £700, and the duty 
on tobacco will-be reduced. by sixpence 
per pound, except in the case of cigars, 


SPECIAL TELEGRAMS TO THE “NORTH- 
CHINA DAILY NEWS.” 
(rnoat,ovun ows connesroxpewts.) 

Hongkong, 22nd April. 
THE U.S. SQUADRON. 

The USS. Baltimore has arrived 
here, 

Hongkong, 24th April. 
NEUTRALITY. 

A neutrality proclamation ‘has ‘been 
issued in-Hongkong. = - 
MOVEMENTS OF THE U.S. 
SQUADRON. 

A part of the American fleet has 
left for Mirs Bay, and the remainder 
leave tomorrow.” ‘Chey will probably 
await there the declaration of war. - 


[The awaiting a formal declaration of war 
before commencing hostilities is'an obsolete 









custom.—Ep. N.-C.D.N.] 
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EXTINCTION OF THE LIGHT IN 
_ THE PHILIPPINES. 

Sr. de Uriarte, Gonsul-General of 
Spain, has courteously handed us the 
following official telegram, received ‘by 
him ou Saturday = 





Manila, 23d April, 1898. 

‘From this date until further notice | 
all the lights onthe coasts and harbours 
of this archipelago-will be extinguished, | 
except the light at Cape Melville 
(Balabac Island). Neutral vessels bound ; 
to Manila will:take pilots-at-the Corre- 
gidor Island -to avoid dangers in the 
narrows, 








ee 


‘Mae Director of Sicawei Observatory 
reports: Monday, 18th April, 10 a.m.— 
Slate of the atmosphere on the 17th.—Thore 
is always a slight barometric maximum 
between Formosa and Japan. A squall 
coming ‘from the valley of -the Yangtze 
passed "near Shanghai with strong N.E. 
breezes and rain in the afternoon. state on 
the morning of the 18th.—Overcast and 
colder weather. ‘The pressure rises pretty 
rapidly. Probabilities, 5 p.m.—Unsottled 
weather linble to passing showers. ‘Mo- 
derateN.E. winds in the.S., and fresh to 
strong ibreezes from the N.E. quadrant 
over the N-E. coast. ‘The fall that has taken 
place may cai weather over the S. 
coust of Japan.—Tuesday, 19th April, 
a.m, State of the atmosphere onthe 18th.—The 
squall having entered the sea near Shang- 
hai may cause strong N.E. winds along the 
S.W. of Japan. Overcast weather. A low 

pression is passing over Siberia and gives 
io ton N.W, storm at Irkutsk. Stale on 
he morning of the 19th.—Rapid rise of the 
barometer at Shanghai, Damp and mild 
wenther.—Probabjlities, 5 p.m.—The de- 

ession will advance towards the sea 
Between China, Manchuria and Japan. 
Squalls from N. to N.W., with thunder- 
storme, over the N. const; vory vari 
able breezes and ‘local calms in the S 
— Wednesday, 20th April, 10 a.m. — 
‘State of the atmosphere on the 19th.—The 
depression seems to divide itself into wo 
parts : one is passing over the valley of 
the Yangtze-and another over Mongolin and 
Manchuria, ‘Thunderstorm at Shanghai 
at 4.p.m,—State on the morning of the 20th. 
—IThe barometer is rapidly rising and the 
depression is going Northwestward. Pro- | 
babilities, 5 p.m.—The barometer continues: 
to rise at Shanghai, owing to the high pres- 
sures of Siberia. Probably fine weather, 
with moderate to fresh N. breezes over the 
entire const.—Thursday, 21st April, 10a.m. 
—State‘of the atmosphere on the 20th.—The 
depression that .passed near Shanghai 
moves. away towards Japan.—Nothing can 
‘be said on :the second centre for.want of 
telegrams from the interior .to the N. 
State on the morning of ‘the 2tst.—The | 
barometer rises rapidly above the average. 
Rather fine but overcast weather. Pro- 
dabilities, 5 p.m.—Mild sweather. Moderate 
fresh breezes from the N.E. along.theS. 
coast, and from N. to N.W. breezes in 
the N.—Friday, 22nd April, 10 a. 
State of the atmosphere on the 21st.—The 
centre of depression, which has passed’ 
over :Siberia, “is crossing the island of 
Snghalion eastward. Return of the mon- 
goon along.the coast of China. Overcast, 
‘but rather fine weather at Shanghai 
State on :the morning of the 22nd.—The 
‘darometer stands above the average. 
Overcast but rather fine weather. ‘Prabe- 
bilities, 5 p.m.—Unsettled weather liable 
to rain. Variable “breezes slong the. N. 
coast,.and fresh to strong N.E. monsoon in. 
fhe ‘S.--Saturday, 23rd April, 10 a. 










































tate of the atmosphere onthe 22nd.—The 
aia ot iermaximem is over the Yellow Sea, | 


‘The N.E. depression is going away to the 
East of Japan. Low pressures over the 
north of the Sea of Chins and-very strong 
winds from the N.E. quadrant in the 
Formosa channel. State on the morning of| 
the 25rd.—Overcast weather with a little 
rain at 4am. The E.N.E. wind is 
freshening. Sunday, 24th April, 10 a.m.— 
State of the atmosphere on the 23rd.—Tswo 
centres of high pressure, one over Japan 
and the other over Siberia and Mongolia. 
‘Two centres of low pressure, one over the 
Sea of Okhotsk and -the other over Tong- 
king. State on the morning of the 24th.— 
‘Phe area of high pressures of Mongolia is, 

i ina in its eastward, 
movement. ies, 5 p.m.—The 
barometer is falling again. “Unsettled 
weather, with changeable winds over the 
whole coxst ; but there is uo appearance 
that strong winds will prevail. 








Reapixos ror tHe WeEx. 
(Thermometers in the open air ina shaded 
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Prixce Henny of Prussia left Shang- 
hai for Woosung in the temler Victoria at 
10 o'clock this morning, and proceeds to 
Foochow. 

Mr. Geo. Jasresoy, 0.M.G., H.B.M.'s 
iConsul-General, ‘arrived in Shanghai on 
Wednesday from Peking, and leaves for 
home to-day by the Verona on six months’ 
leave, with his two unmarried daughters. 
Very’ genuine regret is universally felt 
that Mr. Jamieson’s health should have 
broken down so soon after his return from 
England, and it is hoped that he will come 
back to’us before the winter thorvughly 
restored. s 

M. Davrremer, Freneh Consul at Han- 
kow, has withdrawn his proposed suit 
against the claimants of .land on his con- 
cession there. 

M. ve Srever, late Russian Minister to 
Coren, was » passenger for Port Said by 
the Ernest Simons, which left here on 
‘Tuesday. 

A Rosstan official is said to be in Shang- 
hai for the purpose of .engazing carpenters 
to work on Government buildings in Port 
“Arthur, 

We understand that Mr. E. A. Grimani 
goes to Kiukiang not to take charye uf the 
Customs there, ‘but as a “‘Likin Deputy.” 

Tr seems to be understood that the re- 
cent appointments by the Inspector-Gene- 
ral of Customs to deputy-commissionerships 
are for the new Likin Office, which is to 
be to a certain degree independent of:the 
Customs revenue branch.of the:setvice. 

Lasor. McLean of the U.S.S. Monocacy 
has -been ordered by wire to Hongkong, 
and it is rumoured that the P.M.S:S. 
China is to be taken over by Commodore 
Dewey as a cruiser. 

‘Mr. A. Yusxer, the distinguished vio- 
linist, has arrived here froin Japan, where 
he has been giving some very successful 
‘concerts, and we trust to hear him before 
Jongiin Shanghai, It is enough.to say that 





he was a pupil of Joachim and Professor 
Wierth, and has been soloist in the Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra at Berlin under the 
late Hans von Bulow. 

Mr. Ernst Hesse von Wartegg, the 
well-known writer, is now making a tour 
of Shantung province. i 

Tuere will very shortly be some 
changes in the management of the troops 
at Woosung and the majority of the Ger- 
mans, if not all, will be superseded by 
Chinese officers.’ Baron Von Reitzenstein 
practically vacates the command on the 
24th instant, giving place to General Li 
who has ‘been appointed to the position 
by Viceroy Liu. Most of the German 
officers’ contracts expire during the year 
—thiefly on the 1st of October, and although 
some of them may be re-appointed, Chinese 
officers who have benefited by “western 
instruction will take commissions. Baron 
‘Von Reitzenstein whilst giving up the 
command will stay oa a little longer. at 
the request of Shén Tuotai, to advise in 
points of detail. 

We take the following account of the 
proceedings at the Race Course on Saturday 
afternoon, at which Prince Henry of Prussia, 
was present, from Sport d: Gossip :— 

At mid-day Prince Henry honoured the 
Grand Stand with his presence, and for his 
benefit the following ponies were exercised : 

‘The first to appear was dmezon, Me. Cox 
up, who did'l}-mile in 4.12, last quarter 31; 
the want of company was the cause, for such 
bad time. 

Magyar, Count Nayhauss, went j-mile 
in 1.373, and it is quite evident that 
the owner can get better time out of the 
pony than the “ridey” boys can, 

Blackberry, Me. Jeromi, did his mile in 
343, 1.9,1.41},2181, He should have done 
better than 1.4 for his last half-mile. 

Shonnon, Mr. Cox up, did’his 1}-nile in 
4.01, 39, 1.16, 1495, 563, 8.26}, 4.01. 
This makes his last mile 2.11, which with 
take a lot of beating. 

Tyne, over the same distance took 4.05, 
Jast qitarter 314, and his quarter between the 
L}-mile and one mile.post took 38 seconds ; 
he was evidently trying to “ent it.” 

Bilitz,.the swell sub. with Mr. F. Dallas 
went 1{-mile in 2.52}. Last week I refrained 
from going into particulars until seeing a 
foreigner tp and now that hare seen one 
T must confess to being greatly disappointed 
with the animal's perio 

Tit Bits, boy, went like distance in 2.554, 
last }-mile 1. 

‘The “Yarman Broker” gave the Prince a 
treat with hi+ stud of skewbalds, Viceroy 

nd Taotai. 1 
all mile i 
er wis quite gay yesterday and was 
evidently showing off “before His Royal 

Teotai did wot make a very 
le impression, in fact he cannot be 
expected to gailop in his present condition. 

‘The “General” mounted his war horse 
and amidst great applause ‘treated the 
Prince to a quarter. 

In honour of our illustrious visitor a 
steeplechase was arranged, starting over 
“Morriss's” Jump, once round and in, and 
the following was the result. 


Brigant (Me. Tones) «.. 
Watch (Mr. Moorhead) 
Spartan (Mr. Midsvood) 
Auctioneer (Me. Davies) 
Clyde (Me. Gibson)... 
Boss (Mr. Crighton) 


‘The jumping was all that could be desired. 
Brigand at once took the lead and was 
never headed. Watch might have made a 
bolder bid for victory than he did. Through- 
‘out the race there were no mistakes made 
by either the jockeys or ponies,and the race 
Wasa great sizecess, 

‘We are authorised to state that the 
International Cotton Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Limired!, will pay au Interim Dividend 
of Tis. 3 per suare on the 80th instant anil 
























































carry forward Tis,.30,000, 
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We learn that several of the Chinese 
servants on board the American men-of-war 
at Hongkong, some of whom had been 
twenty years on board successive American 
ships on this station, deserted when they 
heard there was likely to be Sighting. 

‘A conRESPoxDEST sends us the following 
translation of an advertisement which has 
been appearing since the 10th inst. in one 
of the Chinese ‘papers. He looks on itasa 
sign of the times, and asks if it means “The 
Awakening of China.” Tt is to be noted 
that the foreign countries whose citizenship 
is obligingly offered for a consideration 
fare not specified. Perhaps the Captain- 
Superintendent of Police may think it 
worth while to enquire what the agency in 
question really is :— - 

“(AGENCY POR PROCURING NATURALISATION 
‘s IN FORBIGN COUNTRIES. 

“Persons desirous of being naturalised as 
subjects of foreign powers are requested to 
rogister their names at No. 2 Ch‘ing-yin 


alley (aD, Hongkow Municipal 
number G. 15, whero an agency for pro- 
curing the required letters of naturalisation 
in established. 

Toespat, the 17th of May, is a. date 
to be kept in mind, as on the evening of 
that day the Fronch Amateur Dramatic 
Society will reproduce at the Lyceum the 
irresistibly Inughable vaudeville in five acts, 
by Hovri Meilhnc and Ludovic Halévy. 
Tricoche et Cacolet. If the performance is 
a succoss,-and of this there can be no 
doubt whatever in the minds of all those 
who remember its previous production hy 
tho French A.D.C., it will be repeated on 
Saturday, the 21st of May, for the benefit 
of the Theatre Decoration Fund, 

‘We draw attention to the very interest- 
ing Summary of License Fees ote. for 
1898, compared with the two previous 

ears, We understand that this table is to 
0 published monthly with the Municipal 
minutes. 

‘Ar about half-past on Friday morn- 
ing an alarm of fire in No. 1 district was 
sounded, but on the Fire Brigade turning 
out it was found that the blaze was situated 
outside the limits of the Settlement, on 
the bank of the Yangtsepoo Creek. A 
largo stack of reeds and waste catton had 
by some means caught fire and was com- 
pletely destroyed. “The blaze was within 
& short distance of Yangtsepoo Police 
Station and a telephone message from there 
would have saved the Brigade turning out, 
but apparently it was not thought worth 
the trouble. 

Wa notico that the vacant land to the 
wost of the now Hongkew Park, which 
has been something between a lake and a 
swamp for the Jast few months, is now 
being drained. ‘The and in question has 
constituted a serious menace to the health 
of residents in the vicinity for some time 
past, and should have been drained long 
6 











A conresronpENT writes to us to say 
that paragraph published on Tuesday 
morning with reference to the draining 
of the land west of the new Hongkew Park, 
is incorrect and that operations have not 
been commenced. If our correspondent 
will take the trouble to walk down the 
Quinsan Road, as far as the fence dividing 
the Park from the land reforred to, it will 
be seen thata trench has been dug and a 
short pipe drain connecting it with the 

wer has been laid, and that this is carry- 
ing of the water, though not perhaps as 
quickly as might bo desired. 

‘We do not often have to complain of the 
Hongkong Post Office, but we received 
on Friday Hongkong papers with dates 
from the 7th to the 14th inst., the earliest 
being 15, and the latest 8 days old. On 
Wednesday last we received Hongkong 
papers of the 16th instant. 

A pana highway robbery was com- 
mitted at Sinza on Sunday night, the victim 








jing Mr. Mann, of the Acid Works. It 
appears that Mr. Mann left the Acid Works 
shortly after nine o'clock and while passing 
through Sinza he received a blow on the 
head from behind that rendered him un- 
conscious for some seconds. On recovering 
he found that he had been robbed of his 
watch and chain. ‘The affair was, of course, 
reported to the police, but up to the pre- 
sent no arrests hare been made in con- 
nection with the affair. 

News has been received of the suicide 
of Chung Chi-chén, prefect of Changsha, 
capital of Hunan, owing to delirium 
through an attack of typhoid fever, and 
the appointment of Yen Chung-chi, pro- 
fect of Héngchou, to the vacated post. The 
last-named official has the reputation of 
being very friendly to foreigners and the 
cause of missions. 

Tax annual competition for the challenge 
shield presented by the insurance com- 
panies to the Fire Department has been 
fixed to take place on Saturday, the 28th 
of May. The French Company’ (Le ‘or- 
rent) are the present holders of the shield. 


A rimeMax bolonging to the P. & 0. 
steamer Thamesattempted to commit svicide 
by jumping overboard on the 5th instant, 
while on the passage between Honakon; 
and Singapore. The ship was stopped an 
two boats lowered, which succeeded with 
some little difficulty in rescuing the man. 
The weather was unusually warm at the 
time, and it is thought that the heat must 
have affected the man’s brain, 

Ir will be reinembered that fifty sailors 
and three officers from the Monocacy were 
sent down to Hongkong recently from this 
ina P. & 0. steamer. It appears that the 
stewards of the steamer, before leaving, 
laid in a stock of Honzkew spirits which 
they sold to the American sailors, and in 
consequence there was a disturbance on 
board which the officers had some difficulty 
in repressing. ‘This is a scandal which the 
P. & 0, authorities will no doubt enquire 
into. No blame, of course, is attached to 
the Captain and officers of the ship, who 
did not know till too Iste what some of 
tho stewards had been doing. 


ATIVE ‘ boy” attempted to commit 
suicide by cutting his throat in the pre- 
sence of his mistress on Monday morning. 
Tt appears that the “boy” had been em- 
ployed by foreigner living in Hongkew, 
for some time, and that he recontly left 
under the pretence of going to his home, 
which he did not dv. Afer he left, some 
articles of clothing were missed and he was 
induced to return to the house. His mis- 
tress taxed him with the theft, when he 
immediately took a knife and attempted to 
cut his throat. He was given into custody 
and taken to the Hongkew police station, 
whero his injuries were found to be very 
slight. 


Severat rosidents on the Bubbling Well 
Road complain that they were robbed of 
their sleep on Sunday night by the noiso 
of the spring snipe passing over their 
houses. It is high time that the limits of 
the Settlement were extended, so that the 
Municipal Council, which lins been so 
successful in suppressing the crows on the 
Band, may have the necessary authority to 
abate'the nuisance eaused by noisy noctiva- 
gous birds tothe dwellers in the western 
suburb. 


Tae Compania Trasatlantica, of Cadiz 
and Barcelona, whose steamers are being 
taken up by the Spanish Government, has 
a magnificent fleet of nearly forty vessels. 
Those of over 3,000 tons net are the 
Alfonso XII, 3,418 ; Alfonso XIII, 3,585 ; 
Buenos Aires, 3,765 ; Colon, 3,945; Cova- 
donga, 3.231; Ix'2 de Mandanao, 3,036 ; 
Léon XIII, '3,572; Magallanes, 3,554 ; 




















Monte Video, 3,673; and Sax Fernando, 
3,832. All these are net register. 

Tae U.S.MLS. China brought out a now 
captain for the U.S.S. Boston, Commander 





‘Lamberton, and a special correspondent of 
the New York Herald, Mc. Stickney, form- 
erlya Lioutenant in the U.S. Navy. Tho 
U.S.S. Baltimore reached Hongkong on 
Friday from Honolulu, vid Yokohama. 
She made the run all the way at 18 knots, 
though she was loaded down, as deeply as 
was consistent with safety, with ammuni- 
tion, stores, and men for the U.S. Squadron 
at Mirs Bay. She is to remain on this 
station. The .S. battleship Oregon, 
11,000 tons, has been ordered round to the 
‘Atlantic from the Pacific const, and was at 
Valparaiso on the 15th ult. The four 
transatlantic liners taken up by the U.S. 
Government are the New York, Paris, 
St. Louis, and St. Paul, and naval officers 
have already been appointed to them, 
Gould and other millionaires have placed 
their steam yachts at the disposal of the 
U.S. Government for any service for which 
they may be suitable. ‘The U.S. Govern- 
ment offered to the Peking Government 
to take over the three cruisers recently 
launched for the latter at Stettin, and 
return four similar vessels as soon as they 
could be built, but the negotiations 
came to no result. We now learn that 
Commander Lamberton becomes Chief of 
Staff to Commodore Dewey, Captain 
Wildes retaining the command of the 
Boston. 

HLM.S. Alacrity was at Taku Bar on 
the 14th inst., and Vice-Admiral Sey- 
mour had gone up to Tientsin in one of 
the tug-boats. He was said to be going up 
to Peking The British fleet was still at 
Chefoo on the 18th. . 

‘Vice-Apmirat Sir K. H. Seymour left 
Taku in the Alacrity on Monlay last. 
The Alacrity appeared, by the course she 
was steering, to be hound for Port 
Arthur. 

Our Foochow correspondent writes us 
under date the 14th inst. that H. M. S. 
Daphne wad the French cruiser Jean Bart 
arrived there on the 12th. and the French 
cruiser Descartes on the 13th instant, 

Tae American revenue cruiser Hugh 
McCulloch, » fast gunboat of about 800 
tons, has'arrived at Hongkong, and will 
serve Commodore Dewey ns a dispatch 
vessel, 

‘Tue Suiwo from Hankow reports having 
passed H.M.S, Esk at Hankow and the 
French cruiser Kelaireur at Kiukiang. 

Tae American ship New York, which 
has been wrecked in Halfmoon Bay, near 
Sani Francisco, when 59 days out’ from 
Hongkong with a full and valuable cargo, 
was|formerly the notorious “* flouting hell” 
T. F. Oakes. 

‘Tne Laos, with tho incoming French 
mail of the 26th of March, left Singapore 
for Hongkong and Shanghai, at 6 p.m. on 
Sunday, the 17th inst. 

‘Tue P. &. 0. str, Bengal, with tho in- 
coming Enylish mail of the 1st of April, 
left Singapore at 1 p.m. on Saturday. 


‘Tue U.S.M. ‘steamer Belgic arrived at 
Yokohama from San Francisco on the 20th 
instant. 


Tue 2.x. Kintuel: arrived at Kobe from 
Moji on Thursday morning. 


Tae Fushun reports that she passed tho 
German battleship Deutschland off Breaker 
Point bound North. 


Tae Lyeemoon, from Kobe, reports 
variable winds froin that port to Quelpart, 
and from thence to Shanghai strong N. to 
N.E. winds and high sea. 


‘Tue Chuentiao goes into dry dock this 
morning for a thorough overhauling. 

‘Tue Anping, from Tientsin and Chofoo, 
reports that she experienced fine weather, 
with light variable winds to 100 miles N. of 
Shaweishan, From thence to port moderate 
AW. winds, with thick fog at intervals. She 
bad to anchor for five hours on aecount of 
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HLM. surrs Edgar and Rainbow left 
Chefoo for Hongkong on Friday. ‘The 
British men-of-war in port on that day 
were the Victorious, Centurion, Barfleur, 
Powerful, Grafton, Narcissus, Undaunted, 
Pique, Iphigenia, Archer, Phaniz, Algerine, 
Redpole, Rattler, Whiting, Fame, Handy, 
Hurt, Aiacrity, and Humber. 

‘Tae steamer Oak Branch left Mobile, in 
the Gulf of Mexico, on the 6th ult. for 
Nagasaki and Kobe vid Galveston. Her 
cargo from Mobile consists of 7,760 steel 
rails, 28,100 angle bars, 115 tons of pig 
iron, and 700 bales of cotton. She was 
to fill up with cotton at Galveston. 

We havo recsived the April issue, being 
No. Lof Vol. XH, of the China Medicut 
Missionary Journal, printed at the American 
Presbyterian Mission Press. From the 
Miscellany we take tho following, which 
is quoted from the Utica Observer: “ Jones 
says he thought his gas-meter had gas- 
trick fever, but now he believes it to be 
affected with galloping consumption.” 

We have received the May issue of The 
Child's Paper, published by the Chinese 
Tract Society. There are several illustra- 
tions, and a hymn, “Fair as the Morning 
Land,” in Chinese, with music. 

We have received the April issue of 
the invaluable Wan Kwoh Kung Pao, A 
Review of the Times, now edited by the 
Rev. Timothy Richard, and published by 
the Society for the Diffusion of Christian 
and General Knowledge among the Chinese. 

Mk, D. Satow, the photographer in the 
Nanking Road, ‘has sent us four large 
photog hs of the tiffin given on Tuesday 
last at Chang Su-ho’s Garden to our royal 
visitor. ‘Tho first is a reproduction of the 
plan of the tables, giving the names of all 
who were present with their positions at the 
tiffin. ‘Then we have a couple of excellent 
photographs of the east terrace in which 
the Prince comes ont very well, one of 
them showing the Chinese officials, both 
of them containing a large number of 
capital portraits of members of the com- 
munity. ‘The fourth shows the terrace at 
the Country Club, and includes the children 
with theic bicycles, and a very large 
number of Shanghai people, including some 
who were not at the tifin. All these, 
especially the last-mentioned, will be valua- 
ble memorials of the Prince’s visit. 

Srexnouse’s Liqueur Whisky is so pala- 
table that it hardly needs the excellent 
playing-cards and blotting-pads with which 
samples of it come to us from the Shanghai 
agents, Messrs. Frank Dallas & Co. 


A. Russtan bluejacket was charged on 
Wednesday morning at the Russian Con- 
sulate with having been drunk and disorder- 
ly and assaulting the police. He was fined 
$7.50 for the assault and sent on board his 
ship to be further dealt with. ‘Two oth 
charged with having been drunk and dis- 
ordetly on Broadway on the previous 
day, were also sent on board to be 
punished. 


Ar the Mixed Court on Monday morning 
a native was ordered to pay a fine of $3 
for harnessing a pony to a carriago on tho 
Yangtsepoo Road ‘contrary to, Municipsl 
regulations. Another man was charged. with 
ill-troating n pony which was suffering 
from sores on the shoulders and body. A 
fino of $3 was imposed and the pony 
ordered to be sent to the stables until 
well.—On Wednesday a man was charged 
with loitering in the Ningpo Road, 
supposed for an unlawful purpose, at 1 
a.m. of the 18th inst. He was further 
charged with attempting to break into a 
house and with having nine forged ’riesha 
tickets in his possession. He was remanded 
for further enquiries. 


‘A conresroniny says that the Russian 
government has decided to adopt the 
metric system. The United’ States and 
the British Empire will thus soon be the 
only important countries which have not 











adopted the decimal system of weights and 
measures. An imperial commission has 
also been appointed at St. Petersburg 
to consider the best means of abandor 
the Russian calendar in favor of that w 
prevails in other parts of the civilised 
world. 

We have received the Peking d: Tientsin 
Times of the 16th inst.—In its leading 
article, headed ‘China's Opportunity,” it 
says that the visit of Prince Henry should 
result in the breaking of the magic spell of 
Imperial sanctity; and if “the Government 
will but voluntarily lay aside the grave- 
clothes of antiquity and emorge from the 
tomb of ignorant conservatism, they may 
succeed in averting much that at present 
looks threatening in the future, and give 
us cause to look back to this visit of an 
tuncrowned royalty with something akin 
to gratitude.” —The desirability is suggested 
of opening a hotel and a summer store at 
Peitaiho,—The Shanbaikuan-Kaichou rail 
way extension is being rapidly pushed 
forward.—Iu obtaining the leaso of Wei- 

‘wei not a single threat was made against 
China by Great Britain.—The Customs is 
still to run the Imperial Post under a 
French Chief—It is now reported that 
;. Shéng has carried through his Am- 
rican loan scheme for the Great Western 
Railway.—The accounts of the Astor House 
Hotel. La., Tientsin, for the year ended 
28th February last show a net profit of 
‘Tis. 12,259 after writing off depreciation. 
Shareholders receive a dividend of 12 per 
cent. 

Messrs. Baxpmset & Co. write from 
Newchwang as follows, under date the 
th inst 

‘The ico in harbour broke on the Ist and 
2nd inst., but floating masses continued to 
impede work until the 10th. Chinese 
anticipate a good shipping year if peace 
is maintained ; large purchises of beans 
and beancakes have been made principally 
for Japan and prices are uoprecedentedly 
high :— 

‘Beancakes per 10 pieces 

Bean oil per 10 piculs 

Beans per 3 piculs... X 

Arrivals to date are :—36 ‘steamers 
against 34 at same date Jast year. 

‘Vessels_in port:—Toonan, Taksang, 
Tamsui, Hoihow, Paoting, Produce, Tai- 
chow, Asosan Maru, Pakhoi, Taian, 
Amoy, and Yungping. 

Tar following notes are from the Foochow 
Echo of the 9th instant = 

‘Thoro was quito a gathering of residents 
at the Ewo jetty on Wednesday to say 
good-bye to Mr. Carles and his family on 
their departure for England. ‘They carried 
away with them the hearty good wishes of 
the whole community. ‘The new Police 
acted as a guard of honour and acquitted 
themselves remarkably well, saluting the 
departing Consul as he passed between the 

nes. 

Our Spring rains, though late in coming, 
have set in ina very determined manner. 
Those who are spending their Easter 
holidays in house-bonts up country can 
scarcely be having a good time. 

We have received Hongkong papers to 
the 19th inst.—There appear to be from 
10 to 12deaths daily from plague at Flong- 
kong.—H.M.S. Immortalité left. for the 
north on the 15th.—Rangoon has declared 
Hongkong, Macao, and Canton to be 
infected ports under the quarantine regula- 
tions framed under the Venice Convention. 

ir Nicholas Hannen’s award as Arbitra- 
tor in the Cheek case is almost entirely in 
favour of the late Dr. Cheek.—The case of 
E. A. Hardoon 2. E. R. Belilios, with re- 
ference to calls on shares in the late Bank 
of China, ete., was opened on the 14th before 
the Chief Justice at Hongkong and con- 
tinued on the 15th.—It is reported that tive 
plague bacillus has been found in a flea.— 
HLBLS. Jmmortalité had returned to Hong- 
kong, having only gone out for gun practice. 
—Mr. A. Olarovaky, the first Minister of 






















































Russia to Siam, disembarked at Singapora 
from the Russian transport Kherson on 
the 8th.—The Polyphemus left Colombo 
again on the 3ist ult, for London.—At the 
Gymkhana at Hongkong on the 16th, the 
Finile race, for all China ponies, was won 
by Mr. G.'H. Potts's “Tocsin (Mr. Cox) 
easily ; the Polo Pony Race, in three }-milo 
heats’ without dismounting, by Br. 
Johnson's Rubio (owner); the Once Round, 
for all China ponies, by Captain Mc- 
Tachlan's Castanet (Mt. MoLachlan) ; tho 
}-mile race, for subscription griffins, by 
‘Mr. Gray's’ Gamecock (Mr. Master) ;’ the 
Steeplechase, for all China ponies, by the 
Hon. J. Bell-Irving's Digby Grand (Mr. 
Master); and the one-mile handicap, for 
China ponies, forced entry, by Mr. G. 
H. Potts’s Tocsin (Mr. Cox) in 2mins. 
12}secs.—The German Government pro- 
poses to spend about £75,000 in im- 
roving the harbour of Kaiser Wilhelms- 
nd, New Guinea, so as to make it a really 
good naval station.—A fortnightly express 
train is to run shortly, fitted with every 
modern convenience, between St. Peters- 
burg, vid Moscow, ‘and the end of the 
trans-Siberian railway. The journey at 
resent will occupy six days. No ena 

ads will be catried.—The Hon. B. R. 
Belilios, c.a1.c., has been re-appointed an 
unofficial member of the Legislative Coun 
cil. 

Tae rebellion in the Philippines which 
ended in December last was brought to a 
close by the Spanish authorities buying off 
Aquinaldo, the chief leader, and — his 
colleagues, with $800,000,_ of” which half 
was paid to the ‘rebels in Manila 
and half deposited in the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank and Chartered Bank at 
Hongkong, in the name of Emilio Aquin- 
aldv who, with thirty-five other leaders, 
came to Hongkong to divide it. It appears 
that Aquinaldo wants to have it all, and 
on the 15th, the thirty-five others got an 
interim injunction in the Supreme Court 
preventing him from behaving go unfairly 
to his colleagues. 

‘Tue China Mail of the 16th says\:— 

Tho prospect of the impending war 
between tho United States and Spain is 
egueded with much alarm by the Spanish 
inhabitants of the Philippines. The Spa- 
niards are living in a state of tropidation, 
and the declaration of war is daily expect- 
ed. ‘Tho large bands of rebels are still 
on the hills outside the city, but have not 
attempted any «more sallies on the town 
since the massacre of about seventy by 
the Civil Guard. ‘The improssion is that 
they ure awaiting tho sight of an American 
man-of-war in the harbour, when they 
will swoop down upon the populace, and 
should a body of bluejackets uot be smartly 
landed it is feared that a terrible. slaughter 
of Spaniards will ensue. 

Mr. 0. F. Williams, tho United States 
Consul at Manila, is making every prepara- 
tion for departure from the town, and he 
is expected to come on to Hongkong by an 
early steamer. ‘There were a number 
of American sailing ships including tho 
RB. R. Thomas, lying in Manila harbour, 
and a few days'ago the Consul paid a visit 
to these vessels, and not long afterwards 
these vessels were making ready for sea. 
Negotiations have been conducted between 
the British, Spanish, and American Govern- 
ments with reference to the American Con- 
sul’s departure. ‘The Governor-General 
endeavoured to induce the United States 
Consul to stay in Manila, and requested 
that he should reside at the Palace, where 
he would be safely guarded. “Mr. Williams 
has, however, handed in his papers, and 
arrangements. have beon made for the 
British Consul to take over the duties of 
protecting the lives and property of Ameri- 
can citizens. Mr. Williams was previously 
American Consul at Havre, and took up 
the duties in Manila about the beginning 
of this year. 

‘The authorities aro still active in their 
preparations for the defence of the city, 
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bit it i8 thouglit these will be of little 
avail, as the sight of the American flag in 
the harbour will'stir up the fre from 
Withiit, arid thé Spanish warships are not 
regarded as equal to resist the attack of 
the American fleet. 

Ox the 7th April a 3,000-ton. dock was 
to leave Sourabaya for’ Palo Way. The 
@ock will be towed and escorted by four 
Dutch men-of-war,-- ‘They will call at Sin- 
gapore for coaling. Masters of ships pass- 
ing through the Straits of Banka, Rhio, 
and Malacca and meeting the dock in tow 
are requested to shape their course in such 
a way thatthe dock and towing vessels 
can continue on their course without danger. 
‘Phe dock was expected at Singapore on the 
48th, The Straits Times, in its Netherlands 
India news, has the following in reference 
to the removal :—The approaching dispatch 
of the 3,000-ton dock from Sourabaya to 









offering 
reat and without fortifications of any 
sequence. It is reported that three native 
regiments deserted the other day with their 
arms. 
‘We have received Corea and Japan 
pers with dates from Seoul to the 9th, 
Tokio to the 13th, Yokohama and Kobe the 
aki the 18th inst.—The 
Seoul Independent twits England with her 
weak policy here, and says: ‘If Germany 
and France and Russia continue to work 
together, and England continues her 
‘courageous withdrawals,’ is it possible 
that the Intter can have ‘peace .with 
"2"—The Russo-Corean Bank has 
its infancy. ‘The Seoul agency 
was closed “under instructions from the 
Board of Directors” on the 8th inst.—The 
Hecho Maru, which struck a rock near 
‘Takehara, floated and procosded to Osaka. 


15th, and Ni 











Pulo Way leaves that port short of docking 
‘accommodation. The Government has 
taken that step to enable it to repair the 
men-of-war in Acheen waters on the sput, 
rithout resorting to Penang or Singnpore, 
But this advantage is gained at the cost of 
Sourabaya. That porthasnow threedocks,— 
of 5,000 tons, 3,000 tons, and 1,400 tons 
Fespectively, ‘The first one is under repair, 
and, probably will not be ready for use 
until March next. The second dock is 
going to Pulo Way. So, Sourabaya will 
400n have only the third dock available, 
which is ssid to be too small even to take 
sailing ships. All these are Government 
docks, The only private ‘doc in the 
plate has gone to the bottom. The conse- 
quence is that Sourabays, reputed to 
bo the most important port in Nether- 
lands ‘India, will, for the next twelve 
inonths, be ‘without facilities for docking 
Jango vessels. When this once becomes 
known, stys the Sourabaya Courant, iron 
vessels, which have to be overhauled at 
Teast once a year, will not ply to Sourabaya 
unless at excessive rates of freigit. ‘Three 
sailing Vessels, now awaiting repair there, 
will haye to go to Singapore for that pur- 
pose. Schemes are on foot for iinproving 
the hatbour of Sourabaya, but it is now 
evident. that Sourabaya stimds in greater 
nota of a servicerble dock. It is urged 
that there is no‘erying need at present for 
the 3,000-ton dock to go to Pulo Way. 
Repairs to men-of-war in Acheen waters 
em be done at Penang and Singapore dar- 
ihg the fe months required to put the 
5,600-ton dotk to rights.—Hongkong Daily 
Press. 

"Tue Hongkong Daily Press of the 12th 
inst., ititing on the war between the 
United States and Spain, says :— 

Should war unfortunately take place one 
Gf the scenes of ‘action would lie in the 
Far East where the United States squadron 
yrould make a descent upon the Philip- 
pines. ‘The ‘squadron which has for some 
time past been lying in this harbour, is 
superior in fighting power to that main- 
tained by Spait. in the Philippines, and it 
is to be further strengthened by the battle- 
ship Baltimore snd revenue cruiser Hvjh 
McCulloch, ‘both expected to-day. ‘The 
British steamers Nanshan and Zajiro have 
deen purcliased as store ships and are 
now ‘flying ‘the American flag. ‘Hong- 
kong, ofcourse, would be a neutral port 
in the event of war taking place, and 
sitisf.ctory assurances ‘have been given 
hy the United States, we hear, to re- 
spect, that ‘neutrality. "Consequently the 
base from which the American squadron 
would have ‘to draw its eupplies would 
bot be Hongkong, but no difficulty appears 
to bo atiticipated ‘by the Americans, who 
have ‘prestimibly ‘made effective arrange- 
ments elsewhere. An American vessel with 
storés is, we unierstand, expected very 
shortly. 

‘When the Spanish squadron in the 
Philippines ‘has been disposed of it is 
believed that Manila will capitulate with 



































Gut diy reéistancss on the part of :the land 
jorces, who, indeéd, are'hardly ‘capable of 


—No Japanese fishermen have been 
killed at Quelpart.—Mr. Edward Chios- 
sone, who have beeti for 27 years in Japan 
3 engraver in the Imperial Printing 
Bureau, died at Tokio on the 11th, aged 
65.—The N.Y.K. have ordered threo 20- 
knot steamers from England, to be called 
the Aomori Maru 1, 2, and 3, to ply 
between Aomori and 'Hakodate.—Tho 
Miye Cotton Mill at Yokkaichi, which cost 
240,000, was burnt down on tho 9th. Tt 
Was insured for 198,750 yen with English 
and Japanose offices.—The south wing of 
tho Japanese Camphor Refinery at Kobe 
was destroyed by a boiler explosion on 
tho 11th, and 73 piculs of camphor were 
destroyed. —The artillery barracks at 
Ujina were burnt down on the 11th.— 
The Russian man-of-war Rurik arrived at 
Nagasaki from Port Arthur on the 14th. 
—The torpedo-boat sunk by a collision 
at Kure has beon raised.—The Tobacco 
Monopoly is expected to give a net income 
of 5,882,500 yen in the first year of its 
existence, the fiscal year 1897-8.—New 
stamps of the value of 5,4,3,2, and 1 sen and 
1 rin are to be issued ip “Japan.—Admiral 
Shibayama is to take a Japanese squadron 
to Weilniwei for the ceremony of restoring 
the port to China,—The Pass of Leny, 
Capt. Vent, has just made the ron from 
Kobe to Astoria in 25 days.—The Hitachi 
Maru, twin-screw, 6,150 tons gross, 3,500 
indicated horse-power, built at Nagasaki 
for the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, was success- 
fully launched there on the 16th. 

‘Tho following telegrams are from tho 
Kobe Chronicle :— 

Seoul, 11th April. 


An application has been received by t 
War Department from Ping-an-ito, asking 
for the dispatch of soldiers from Piny-Yang, 
as an insurrection had broken out in the 
South of the province. Nows of disquiet 
at Chung-ji, Chung-cheng-do, thas also been 
received. 

‘As'the people of Kyeng-kwi-do and other 
places are in distress on account of the riso 
in the price of rice, the Corean Government 
has decided to remit the ‘taxes in the 
districts whore the crops failed last year 
and ‘to distribute some 40,000 yen in 
reliof. 























‘Tokio, 12th April. 

‘Tho Liberals ‘having seats in the Diet 
held a meeting yesterday, at which-Count 
Itagaki was present, the business being to 
consider the present aspect of the Far 
Eastern'Question. ‘Count ‘Itagaki deliver- 
ei a'specch, in which he urged his hearers 
to ‘consider’ tho subject in a statesmanlike 
way and ‘let their words ‘show a sense of 
responsibility. ‘They could not help lament- 
ing the present ‘aspect of the Far Eastern 
Question, he said, but the position of 
Japan did not ‘admit of her. piunging’into 
the complication, and the party was ‘there- 
fore ‘preparell to mest the Cabinet ‘inthe 
same spirit as when Liaotung was restored 
to China. The mesting-adjourned without 
arriving at'any definite decision. 

13th April. 

Captain Shimazuki has cabled thatthe 

new cruiser Takasago, “built at Newcastle, 











was expected to leave thore. for Japan on 
the 5th of month, 
Peking, 13th April. 

England has obtained permission to pro- 
Jong the Burma Railway to Yunnan, 

On account of constructing an arsenal 
and a dockyard at Weihaiwei, England 
will disburso a sum of tio million pounds 
sterling. 

‘The term of the lease of Kunngchou is 
for 25 yenrs, 

A French Postmaster is to be appointed 
after the postal affairs shall have been 
separated from the Customs. The date of 
appointment is thereforo still unfixed. 
The previous intelligence that the Postal 
affairs should be subordinated as before to 
the Customs, even after the appointment 
of a French Postmaster, was therefore in- 
correct. 

‘The treaty concluded between Russia 
and China concerning ‘Talienwan and Port 
Arthur expressly provides that the open- 
ing of the former for foreign trade will be 
pattial, while only ships flying Russian 
or Chinese flags will be permitted to enter 
tho Intter port. ‘The term of -leaso is for 
25 years and is subject to alteration on 
future negotiation between tho parties 
concerned. 

Tokio, 14th April. 

The Satsuma faction in tho Diet is 
organising » movement to overthrow the 
Ito Cabinet on the plea that it is incom- 
petent to deal with tho present Far 
Eastern question. 

The National Unionists having sents in 
the Diet held a meetiny to-day and agreed 
that it would be a serious error to mako 
foreign politics the field for a party contest. 
‘They will not join in the agitation against 
the Government on this question. 

At yesterday's Oabinet Council Mr. Ko- 
mura, the Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
reported on matters connected with foreign 
affairs, nnd the Council considered its policy 
for the future. It has been decided to 
submit the new Treaty with Siam to the 
Privy Council next week. ‘The arrango- 
ments for the receipt of tie indemnity 
money were also considered. 

Now that the Treaty with Siam has boon 
concluded, Mr. Inaguki, the Minister to 
Bangkok, will be recalled, 


Kanazawa, 14th April, 
JPho Sojiji temple, the chief temple of 
the Sodo sect of Buddhists, at Monzen- 
fura, Fukeshi disteict, Noto province, 
was totally destroyed by fire last night. 
Tho temple was founded in the first year 
of Genko (1321), and is ono of the largest 
temples in Japan, occupying 5,400 tsubo of 
ground. 
‘Tar Japan Mail says:—* A very 
shocking accident occurred on tho 8th 
instant on the Kiushu Railway. The 
train which loft Kotake on the Chikulo 
main line at 8.25 

















25 a.m, reached Kotai on 
the branch line safoly, and was about to 
start for the conl mine when the engine 
View up with a violent detonation, the 
fragments flying to wreat distances’ and 
causing considerable damage to houses in 
the village of ‘Rotai. Tt ix stated 
that the chimney of the ‘locomotive 
travelled a distance of ‘over 9,000 yards 
before falling. No casualties 'to life or 
limb were caused in the village, but it need 
scarcely be suid that the engine-driver 
and stoker were both‘killed. ‘The latter's 
body was blown to a distance of seven 
or eight. yards and was so terribly scalded 
that ‘the flesh came off when an at- 
tompt was made -to raise the unfortunate 
man. ‘Tho ‘engine-driver’s plight was no 
better. ‘He ‘fell-in -tho doorway of the 
station, and is reported to “have rison to 
his feet.and shouted..tawards the locomo- 
tive ; “You have'killed me too, man-eating 
No. "23, -have yon?’ Tho Nichi Nicht 
Shimbun. say that this engine No.-23 had 














already caused:the death, of several ; popes 
and that the name of ‘man-sater’ 
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been given. to it, but whether its destruc- 
tive powers were exercised in running 
over the victims or in scalding them | 
to death owe contemporary does not 
explain. The stoker, though quite un- | 
conscious of surrounding objects, exelaim- 
ed repeatedly before he died that there had 
been plenty of water in the boiler. A 
pointsman and five men at a crossing were 
also injured, the pointsman fatally, it is 
feured. ‘There is talk, naturally, of foul- 
play—a charge of dynamite among the coal, 
and so on—but probably the’ simplest 
explanation is the true one, a boiler 
explosion.” 

‘Tae following is from the Seoul In- 
dependent of the bth instant :— 

We have received the following com- 
munication from a certain Corean guild 
(literal translation from Coreau) : 

‘To His Excellency, 
‘The Editor of The Independent : 

Lofty Sir: 

fe hope your Excellency will insert the 
enclosed copy of an inscription which has 
been engraved on a tablet erected in honour 
of the Chief Commissioner of Customs and 
Adviser. of the Finance Department, the 
great Englishman, Brown, so that the great 
and small people of Great Han will never 
forget Mr. Brown's services :— 

“Brown, the great Englishman, Chief 
Commissioner of Daihan, ‘He understands 
Chinese, long connected ‘with the Corean 
service... He is firm yet tender, he is accurate 
and economic in financial administration. 
He studies and plans for our welfure. Be- 
cause of unfortunate “circumstances he toas 
relieved from the Finance Department too 
soon for our good. Whoever succeeds him 
cannot surpass this sage. His fame spreads 
world-wide and his deeds will be written on 
silk and, bamboo.” 

[\We insert this copy of the inscription 
wit 
origin and, of quaint and simple style wo 
heliove that the message comes from the 
hearts of a grateful people. We have 
previously announced Mr. Brown's worthy 
recognition at the hands of his government. 
‘Wo ure glad to print this hearty recognition 
from the people whom he has faithfully 
served. ‘Though couched in the extravagant 
torus of Oriental language we believe thoro 
ign truth. underneath which makes it an 
unusual tribute.—Ed. I.) 

Tue Independent (Seoul) says :—'The 
Governor of South Chulla province re- 

jorts to the Home Department that an 
insurrection broke out on Quelpart Island 
on the 4th of March and the Governor and 
his subordinates became prisoners and 
their fato is unknown. ‘Tho cause of the 
insurrection due to the fact that the 
Governor had collected an illeyal tax. A 
citizen named Bang Sung-chil instigated 
the islanders, numbering some 6,000, to 
rise. They have demolished tho Gororn- 
ment building, burned the official records, 
and appropriated weapons from the Goy- 
emment arsenal. ‘he whole island is 
thoroughly patrolled by these insurrection- 
ists and mob law is the order of the day, 
which probably is no worse than the ustial 
law.” 

‘Tae Tonkin, the new 6,400-ton twin- 
screw steamer for the Far Eastern line of 
tho Messageries Maritimes, was success- 
folly Inunched at La Ciotat on the Sth ult. 
She is of the same type as the Indus, and 
is of 6,000 indicated horse-power. She is 
to be arranged for 215 first and second- 
class passengers, and is fitted so as to be 
convertible into a cruiser if required. 

‘Tue Straits Times in a recent issue has a 
Jong article urging the winding-up of the 

















great pleasure. ‘Though humble in | (1 


on. “Inasmuch as each. twenty-dollar 
share carries with it a liability for eighty 
dollars, and inxsmuch as there is now no 
reserve fund upon which to fall back, the 
position of the shareholdérs must be ex- 
ceedingly uncomfortable. On all these 
contentions it is* urged upon us that the 
Straits Insurance Co. ought to be wound 





‘We learn from the London and China 
Express of the 18th ult. that Mr. B. 
SavageLandor is to have no compensation, 
as he was warned not to travel in Tibet.— 
Over £6,000 was raised by the benefit 
performance’ for Nellie Farren at Drury 
Lane.—Admiral Robert Coote, C.B., has 
died ab Dulwich in his 78th’ year.—The 
first of the three steamers for the Toyo 
Kishen Kaisha’s transpacific line was 
launched on the 9th ult. She will cat 
5,000 tons of dead weight and. steam 164 
knots.—The French fleet was prepared for 
mobilisation, and all the French arsenals 
and yards were working overtime, 

Ta two following notes are from the 
London and China Express of the 11th 
ult. :-— 

Tn the Cambridge Local Examination 
Lists, just issued, the names of a few 
students connected with the Far East 
appear. Among the junior boys (under 
sixteen years of age), S. E Moutrie, Shang- 
hai (fro Borden School, Sittingbourne), is 
in second class honours; and among the: 
students under sixteen who has satisfiet 
the examiners is'T. E. Pearce, Hongkong 
(from the School for Sons of Missionaries, 
Blackhexth). Among the senior girls 
(under nineteen years of age) who have 
satisfied the examiners is M. H. Hutchings, 
Hongkong (from Byculla, Southsea) ; and 
in the list of students between sixteen and 
eighteen years of axe who have satisfied 
the examiners. is A. L. ©. Wills, Chefoo 
from Walthamstow Hall, Sevenoaks). 

What China has lost in territory 
1838 comprises the Amoor region, 288,830 
square miles; Saghalien Island, 24,50 
square miles; Formosa, 14,978. square 
miles ; French Indo-China, 140,530 square 
miles, absorbed by foreign Powers. 
‘The "same fate ix likely to over- 
take Corea, Ili, and Manchuria. Now 
what guarantee has Britain that the ‘ in- 
tegrity ” of the rest of the Empire will be 
preserved? Even with two of its arms 
lopped off, it is still as large as Europe, or 
next in size to Great Britain «nd Russia ; 
it has coalficlds twenty-five timés as large 
as this country ; it is rich in gold, silver, 
lead, iron, and tin. “Moreover, in contains 
300,000,000 of people, the greatest single 
market in the world. 

‘Tae following Bill has been prepared 
and brought in to the House of Commons 
this session by Sir John Willox, Lord 
Charles Beresford, Sir Charles Dilke, and 
Mr. W. F. D. Smi 


A DILL 70 AMEND THE MERCHANT 
SHIPPING act, 1894. 

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Ex- 

cellent Majesty, by and with the advice 

consent of the Lords Spiritual and 

Temporal, and Commons, in this present 

Parliament assembled, and by the authori- 
ty of the same, as follows :— 
Preliminary. 

I.—(L.) This Act may be cited as the 
Merchant Shipping (Flag) Act, 1898. 

(2) This Act shall be construed as one 
with the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, 
and this Act and that Act may be cited 
collectively as the Merchant Shipping Acts, 
1894 to 1898. 

2. This Act shall commence and come 











ince 














Straits Insurance Co., to obviate the dis- 
credit of its collapse. All its reserve ! 
funds and surplus assets are gone, and it ! 
has nothing left but its capital. The sum 
‘of $219,000 is carried forward to meet | 
losses incurred in 1897, but the first three | 
months of 1898 have been such bad ones, 


that the capital will -pfobably be trenched | 


into operation in the United Kingdom, 
Channel Islands, and Isle of Man on the! 
first day of January one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-nine. 

3. From and after the commencement of 
this Act, no certificate of competency or 


service as master, mate, or engineer, and | 





no licence to a pilot, and no pilotage certi- 


ficate to a master or mate, shall be issued 
to any person other than a British subject. 
‘Tar following. paragraphs are from the 
(Honolulu) Evening Bulletin :-— 
“*Icis stated at Cleveland, Ohio, that the 
Goverament is considering a plan of utilis- 
ing the lake fleet of whaleback steamers, 


for coast defence, i case of war. There 
are 35 of these vessels and, fitted each with 
‘a couple of turrets and a ram, they would 
be formidable. An important feature is 
that they can be submerged so that only 
one foot of the upper works would appear 
above water. 

~ James K. Kaulia, D, Kalauokalani, and 
Wm. Auld, part of the anti-annexation 
delegation to Washington, returned by the 
Zealandia on the 21st of March. They left 
J. 0. Carter and John Richardson at. the 
‘American capital. Mr. Kaulia is telling 
the native societies that annexation is dead 
for ever and that Hawaii will remain in- 
dependent.” 

‘A spsctat telegram dated London, 19th 
March, from James Creelman to the San 
Francisco Ezaminer says :— 

‘Mr. Gladstone is dying. ‘There is little 
attempt to conceal that fact now. He 
sits by a window in old Bournemouth and 
watches the sea and clouds. If he can be 
moved safely he will go back to Hawarden 
to die among his kin. Science can do 
little to help him. It was thought that 
the bright salt air and tho sight of the 
running xea at Bournemouth might revive 
his failing strength, but it was all a 
mistake, 

Within the past fow weeks Mr. Glad- 
stone has undergono an extraordinary 
change. His enthusiasm, his eager inter- 
est in lorge public affairs, his keen appe- 
tite for information, have all vanished. "Ho 
has grown suddenly old. His mind is old 

Il as his body. His daughter, Mrs. 
Drew, and his son, Henry Gladstone, aro 
constantly with him. 

Mrs. Drew delivered a message to him 
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from The Examiner several days ago con- 

cerning the Cuban question, and he enid 
fat from his past course Americans might 

easily guess whero his sympathies lay. 

Mr. Russell, who has written his. biog- 
raphy, also attempted to interest him 
the Eastern question and Continental poli- 
tics generally, but Mir. Gladstone shook his 
head and said that it sas useless for him 
toattempttosayanything. He has seemed. 
to realiso that the last page’ of his life has 
been reached. 

‘Hundreds of people gather daily on tho 
soxshoro to seo himdrive out, but even the 
yellow sunlight of yesterday failed to tempt 
him from his room. He suffers unspeakable 
agony from facial neuralgia, and'is also a 
vietim of post-nasal catarch. 

Great Britain is profoundly moved by 
tho spectacle of her two great Prime Min- 
isters, representing the opposites of her 
ational life and aims, lying in the shadow 
of death. It is possible that Salisbury 
will recover, but there is no hope for Glad- 
stone. Mrs. Gladstone has been feeble for 
somo time, and the strain of her husband's 
iMlness seems to be breaking her down. 
Both Lady Salisbury and Mrs. Gladstono 
have exchanged tender messages of enquiry 
about the health of their husbands. Should 
Gladstone and Salishury die to-morrow the 
British empire would be left leaderless at 
‘atime when she needs the guidance of the 
ripest, wisest statesinanship. She is threat- 
ened on all sides. 

One of the great London editors ‘who 
has been talking with the leaders of both 
great parties and members of Government 
Gn the present situation, told me to-day 
that the prospect of wat with France or 
with Russia or with both combined, is so 
serious that the British press, from patriotic 
motives, aro restraining public sentiment 
and trying to repress the agitation. 

Te is certain that Great Britain is 
making almost as urgent preparations for 
war as the United States, although matters 





are kept more quiet. 
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20th April. 
‘nz experiments being tried at Foochow 
and Hankow of making tea by machinery 
be watched with great interest, as 
apparently 
tion unless 
something is done to revive this im- 
portaut trade. It may be doubted 
whether any efforts to compete with 
Tudia and Ceylon will prove snocessful 
so long as the Chinese Government 
persists in the suicidal policy of strang- 
ling the trade by excessive duties. 
‘The taxation of tea amotints on an 
average to thirty per cent of the value, 
and until this crushing weight is light- 
ened uo improvements in the method of 
manufacture will enable it to compete 
with the untaxed product of India, Ou 
the other hand, the closing of the Indian 
mints has forced the rupee up to an 
artificial value and given China an 
immense advantage in exchange; so 
that the present is an exceptionally 
favourable time for pushing on every 
ewdeavour to regain some of the lost 
ground. We feel confident that a few 
details concerning Indian tea will 
interest many of our readers. 

‘The first discovery of the plant in 
Assam was by some ascribed to Mr. 
©. A. Bruce, who commanded a flotilla 
of gunboats in Upper Assam during 
the first Burmese war, and brought 
down some specimens aud seeds in 
1826, Captain Charlton, however, as- 
serted that the existence of the tea- 
plant in Assam was first established by 
himself in 1832. ‘The claims of the 
disputants need not detain us, and we 
pass on to the appointment in 1884 of 
4 cominission to enquire into and report 
on the possibility of introducing the 
cultivation of tea into India, In 1885 
an experimental plantation was esta- 
blished by the native government at 
Luckimpore, but it proved a failure 
aud the:plants were removed to Joypore 
when a garden was started and subse- 
quently sold in 1840 to the Assam 
Company, which did not make much 
progress until 1852, about which time 
cultivation was being commenced iv 
other districts. When the Indian 
Government resolved to try the ex- 
periment of growing tea, they sent 
Dr. Gorden to China to acquire in- 
formation concerning the cultivation 
and manufacture and to procure seeds, 
Aided by Dr. Gutzlaff, he secured a 
quantity of seed from the mountains in 
the Amoy district. ‘This was about 
1840. Native tea-makers were also 
brought from China, In 1848 Mr. R. 
Fortune was sent to China to ascertain 
whether fine plants could be obtained 
from the northern districts, and he 
procured from various localities cele- 
brated for their teas « large uumber of 
plants, as well as implements used in 
the cultivation and manufacture, From 
a Report made to Government in 1872 
it appears that the indigenous plant 











and a hybrid between it and the Chi 
nese imported plant were supplanting 
} the pure Chinese plant, which was des- 
cribed as less satisfactory in yield and 
lacking in strength of iufasion. Ma- 
chinery, too, Was then ‘coming into use, 
but though it saved labour it was 
not considered to make such fine 
tea as could be produced by hand. 
‘The Chinese plant has now en- 
tirely disappeared, except at the 
higher altitudes, and the strong bat 











market is made from the indigenous 
plant. ‘The hybrid gives a very fine 
ten and yields freely, hnt it rapidly 
deteriorates at elevatious exceeding 
three thousand feet. All the best 
flavoured and most expensive teas com- 
ing from India are grown in the hills 
from Chinese plants, and it is an 
accepted axiom that slow growth is 
necessary for fine flavour, ‘he Chinese 
Pl 1 the mountains yield from 120 
to 400 Ibs. of manufactured tea per 
acre, while in the forcing atmosphere 
of the plains the crop reaches 960 and 
even 1,200 Ibs. per acre; green leaf 
producing one-fourth of its weight of 
manufactured tea, ‘The growth of 
the young plants varies with the 
elevation, and while in the plains 
400 Ibs. of tea per acre can be pro- 
duced in the third year, in the hills the 
plants produce practically nothing until 
they are five or six years old. A curions 
contrast between India and China is 
the fact that iu this country the spring 
crop is the finest, whereas in India the 
best flavoured tea which fetches the 
highest prices is made in the antumn, 
on the approach of cold weather. ‘There 
is evidently a great difference between 
the methods of pluck: The Chinese 
brought over to India made four pluck- 
ings a year, but nowadays the gardens 
fare gone over once every six or seven 
days in the plains, and every ten 
or twelve days in the hills, com- 
meucing in April and concluding in 
October. ‘I'he bursting forth of the 
tender shoots is called a “flush,” and 
then are eight complete flushes in a 
year taking about three weeks each to 
mature. ‘I'here are also half flushes. 
"Phe frequency of the flashes depends on 
the weather and the amount of hoeing 
and weeding given to the garden. As 
soon as the manufacture is finished the 
plants are carefully praned, 13 inches 
of new wood being left, and the bushes 
are so shaped as to present a level snr- 
face on top. All knots and useless 
wood are cleared away, and moss 
or lichen removed. ‘I'he winter is spent 
in making or repairing roads, hoeing 
aud other work. 

We can now turn our attention to 
the process of manufacture. In pluck- 
ing, the fresh shoots, which consist of 
a leaf bud and four young leaves, are 
seized between the finger aud thumb 
below the second (or in fine plucking 
the first) leaf growing below the leaf 
bud, and are there broken off: the 
third and fourth leaves being left on 
the plant, ‘he leaves, still attached to 





























coarse tea which floods the London; 
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the shoots, are taken immediately to 
jthe factory to be withered, and are 
spread out in shallow bamboo baskets 
which are placed on frames. ‘The 
withering room is an upper storey 
above the ground floor where the drying 
‘and other machines are situated, ‘Ihe 
temperature is over 100°, and the room 
is kept air-tight to retain the heat 
which passes up the staircase from the 
machinery room below. ‘Ihe time ne- 
cessary for withering depends on the 
state of the atmosphere and, on. the 
dryness of the lees when ‘brought 
In districts where much mois- 
ure prevails winnowing fans are fixed 
in the walls of the withering room 
and keep » current of warm air moving 
through, Some planters believe that 
it is better to wither the loaves in a 
cool temperature, awl this view is 
making converts. As som as the leaves 
can be doubled up without cracking; the 
withering is comploie and they are 
ready for rolling. . ‘I'he object of rolling 
is to break up‘all the cells, without 
which ao proper infusion wonld tale 
place. ‘The test of sufficient rolling is 
to infuse a leaf and hold it up to the 

ht. If it admits the light evenly 
throughout it has been well rolled, but 
any dark patches which ‘obstruct the 
light prove that the cells are intact and 
that no infusion has taken place in 
those parts of the leaf. ‘I'ea rolled by 
machinery has a less even appearauce 
than can be obtained by hand labour, 
but the work is very efficiently perform- 
ed and, as the pressure does uot vary, 
the flavour is more uniform,” The 
saving of Inbour in using a rol- 
ling machine is enormous, and large 
quantities of leaf can be handled 
with rapidity, Each rolling will deal 
with 350/bs. of withered leaf, and can 
be completed in twenty minutes. Ona 

















each tended by two men, are doing work 
which formerly employed 200 meu, each 
rolling 80lbs. of tea per day. ‘l'o those 
acquainted with the details of rolling in 
China the cleanliness of this method 
will be a strong recommendation. Green 
tea cannot, of course, be treated in this 
manner, as it requires special processes. 

After rolling, the leaves are a brown- 
ish green and are sprend out on shallow 
trays to ferment; or, to speak more 
correctly, to be oxidised. ‘his process 
takes from two to six hours according 
to the state of the atmosphere, aud 
needs great care us the colour of the 
liquor is said to be affected by it, Ex- 
perience is necessary to jude the exact 
moment when the process is sufficiently 
advanced, and the guide is the colour of 
the leaves which should be bright copper. 
In most factories a further rolling is 
then given, ‘The leaves are now taken 
to the drying machine to be fired. 
Drying machines are of several patterns, 
but the universal principle is that tie 


an iron chamber through which a blast 
of heated air is driven. ‘The lntest 
machines cau be set to pass the trays 
through automatically at whatever rate 
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certain garden in Assam two machines, , 


tea is spread on wire trays traversing” 
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of speed the manager considers neces- 
sary, according to the heat of the 
chamber as registered by a thermometer. 
Quick or slow firing affects the flavour 
and the colour of the liquor. ‘I'he use 
of drying machines results in economy 
of time, labour, aud fuel. ‘Three hun- 
dred pounds of tea can be handled in 
an hour, little or no European supervi- 
sion is necessary, especially when the 
trays are passed through automatically ; 
any. fael, coal for instance, can be used 
‘as the fumes do not come into contact 
with the leaves; and the tea is more 
even in flavour than that roasted over 
charcoal fires as the least difference in 
the brightness of the fire causes varia- 
tion in flavour, 

‘The tea is now carried to the sifting 
machine, which separates the different 
qualities, called in Indi Orange Pekos, 
Broken Pekoe, Pekoe, Pekoe Souchong, 
and Broken ‘I'ea. ‘I'he machine deposits 
each quality in a separate basket, and 
the tea is then picked over by hand 
when any stalks or old leaves (red in 
colour) are removed, ‘I'he tea is then 
warmed again aud packed hot so as to 
ensure complete’ dryness, and finds it- 
self in boxes rendy for shipment within 
twenty-four hours of the time the 
leaves arrived in the factory. 

‘Whe cost of ten on the garden has 
been groatly reduced of late years, 
Small estates have been amulgamated, 
thus reducing the number of factories 
and consequently the amount of 
European supervision necessary. ‘The 
introduction of machinery has reduced 
the hands required in the factory, and 
skilled labour is practically eliminated, 
In the huge estates in the plains, the 
enormous quantity of leaf available and 
the facility and cheapness with which 
it can be handled by machinery, have 
made it possible to place the ten on the 
Caleutts market for four annas a pound 
or even loss, At the present rate of 
exchange between Hongkong and Oal- 
cutta, this is equivalent to $0.18. Be- 
fore the closing of the Indian mints 
four anuas were equal to less than $0.12, 
aud the difference represents the ad- 
vantage which the closing of the mints 
has bronght to the Chinese exporter. 
Supposing China, by the use of ma- 
chinery, can make tea for the Indian 
cost in silver, $0.12 2 pound would be 
equal to $164 picul. Butsince tea can 
be made in this country for a still lower 
price even by hand, it would seem certain 
that only those gardeus in India where 
the cost of production is very low would 
have any chance of competing with 
Chinese machine-made ten. High-class 
Chinese tea would easily compete in 
price with similar grades from India 
and Ceylon. ‘There are, however, three 
things absolutely necessary to secure 
success. ‘The factories must be estab- 
lished where there is an abundant sup- 
ply of leaf close at hand: experienced 
European. tea-inakers nccustomed to the 

~ use af machinery must be engaged ; and 
taxation must be lowered. Given thes 
three essentials, the export of Chinese 
tea to Europe will increase rapidly. 


THE PREVENTION OF FIRE. 
21st April. 
‘Tare well-known proverb “Prevention is 
better than Cure” is never more ap- 
propristely applied than to fire. Strange 
to say, no government, whether of city 
or State, seems to have made any really 
determined and adequate attack upon 
what may literally be described as this 
burning question. ‘Tuke the case of 
London, for example. The latest re- 
turns to which we have access at the 
moment show that there is an average 
of nearly ten fires per day in the Me- 
tropolitan area, that every week two 
persons lose their lives therefrom, aud 
that the monetary loss per annum may 
sometimes be counted in millions ster- 
ling. Our own returns are, of course, 
modest compared with these. Still in 
1897, we had an average of three fires 
per fortnight, resulting in the destruc- 
tion of 191 houses and the loss of most 
of their contents, to say nothing of the 
expense of the Bri Tf we make 
a very rough calculation, omitting the 
loss on Jardine’s waste silk mill as 
being exceptional; and taking uo note 
of partial losses, we shall find that an 
allowance of ‘Tis. 500 per house for 
building and contents produces con- 
siderably over Tis. 100,000 whe 
cost of the Brigade is thrown ix 
is by uo means @ paltry sum in itself. 
But year by year both losses and 
expenditure tend to grow. .‘The num- 
ber of houses destroyed last yonr was 
more than double that of the year 
before, and the estimated expenditure 
on the Fire Department is, during this 
current year, almost exactly double 
whatit was in 1893, only five years ago, 
It is therefore a pertinent question : 
“Are we—is the world in general— 
doing all that might bea done to 
prevent fire?” ‘The perfection of the 
‘American and, to a less degree, of 
the British organisations for .fight- 
ing it when started is sufficiently 
kuown, London is just uow adding 
70 horaes, 122 men, and £200,000 
as extra expenditure ou her fire bri- 
gade. But why not employ some of 
this reckless waste—for it is waste 
rightly considered—to prevention rather 
than to cure? If one could live long 
enough to see the candid opinion of 
the historian of the fatare, it is 
morally certain that in this matter we 
should find ourselves pretty severely 
criticised. For men who have anni- 
hilated space, brought the lightning 
under control, and been snecessful in 
many a bout with Nature in all her 
; varying moods—for these men to be 
foiled in the simple problem how to 
prevent the chemical union of given 
quantities of carbon and oxygen will 
be cousidered no less astounding than 
itis disgraceful. Scientific men will, 
with some reason, resent this imputa- 
tiov. They will declare that the means 
of preventing fire are already ample, 
and will shift the responsibility to 
| the shoulders of the authorities. ‘These 
again will declare that nothing 
' will induce house-owners to go to 
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the extra expense which science 
demands, and finally the property- 
owuers with one voice assert that, if 
rents should be raised as a result of 
more expensive construction, nobody 
could be found to live in their houses. 
That is the position at the moment. 
It bas not even the recommendation of 
novelty, for every improvement affect- 
ing large areas has had to run the 
gauutlet of the same series of objections. 

What then is needed? Evidently a 
determination on the part of the author- 
ities of city and State to insist on fire- 
resisting construction. ‘The expression 
“fireproof” is misleading. Nothing 
is fire-proof under certain conditions. 
But architects and scientific men kuow 
that fire-resistance is by no monns 
difficult of attainment. Our local re~ 
quirements so far as prevention goes 
stop short at a few fire-walls, a re- 
gulation respecting the storage of 
Kerosene and gunpowder, aud such 
minor matters as these. At home, 
things are not much better. A re- 
cent paper by an expert states: “'I'he 
building owner... . . uses wood for 
floors, partitions, wall-linings, stairs, 
skirtings, roofs, and other things that 
could be as well formed of incom- 
bustible materials and at comparatively 
little incrensed cost.” He proceeds to 
declare that the house construction in 
the metropolis to-day is such as to 
enable a “fire to spread with the 
greatest rapidity,” and that if this hed 
been the actual object in view, “no 
better arrangement could be devised 
than the one usually adopted in house ~ 
building.” What this gentleman would 
say after an examivation of our Chinese 
quarters we must leave to the imagina- 
tion of onr readers. 

One of the main reasons why fire 
prevention lias received so little atten- 
tion at the hands of the authorities 
is the facility with which insurance can 
be effected. Shareholders in insurance 
companies fatten on fire. 'Thayare so 
partial to the warmth of its embraca 
that they have no very strong likiag 
for the water brigade which fights 
against it. Every big blaze is certain 
to bring in larger returns than it con- 
sumes. But the destruction is none 
the less serious for all that. Every 
atom of useful matter consumed by fire 
must be written off as an irrecoverable 
loss in the world’s account books, 
Mankind is the poorer by so much, and 
however streuuons the exertions to 
quench the destroying element when 
once it has gained the mastery, these 
losses must continue until man adopts 
prevention as his motto aud not con- 
quest. 

The contruction of the ordinary na- 
tive dwelling in Shanghai is not only a 
danger from accidental fires ; it is a 
direct incentive to arson and incendiar- 
ism. With their usual thoroughness 
these matters the Americans have 
tabulated the incendiary outbrenks 
which they attribute to crime, and find 
that there are more in January than ia 
February, that the number incroases 
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tlivdugh March, April; aud May, falls 
off in June,’ and: then increases till 
November to-drop again in December. 
‘They believe that incendiarism with 
fraudulent intent is taro compared with 
that Having other criminal intent, “In 
tlie casé’ of Shanghai it may possibly 
be that the number of fites’ before the 
Chinese New Year has some relation to 
the ative. custom of squaring up 
accoutits: at’ that’ tine. But, however 
that’ may be, incendiarism in tlis case 
of native property’ has so many chances 
of éscaping’ scot-free owing to the 
rapidity with which a Gre can “take 
hold,” ‘that the wonder is rather 
at our comparative freedom from’ it 
than’ at tlie isolated cases in whicli 
proof is forthcoming. ‘I'he cases in 
which arson has‘occurred in the Wetter 
built foreign honses are very few and 
far between. Doubtless construction 
has had much to do with this, for 
there is no surer means of securing 
honesty than that which makes dis- 
lionesty extremely risky. 

he public at large has great in- 
terésts'in this question. Not only do 
they pay from two to three and more 
times the rate prevailing at home for 
the insurance of private dwellings, but 
they are'liable, particularly in the caso 
of. the poorer Chinese, to the loss of 
their little all from sheer inability to 
pay the insurauve premia demanded. 
‘They have therefore a right to demand 
all the protection which’ knowledge and 
acience'can command, and there is not 
an architect in Shanghai who could not 
at five minutes’ notice name several 
practical ways of minimising fire risk. 
‘hey would cost something. So do 
the losses; and were the one sot 
against the other the balance would 
unquestionably be found pon the 
right side. Even the insurance com- 
panies might find it pay them to insist 
‘on greater precautions for prevention. 
‘Their premia would be smaller doubt- 
less, but their losses would be still less. 











HE CUBAN ANDROMEDA. 
——_— 
nd April. 
Nor allin vain ye suffer'd, hearts of 
oak, 
Your witness is not wasted 
ignor'd ; 
Unto a uation rous’d at length it spoke, 
Call’d from the scabbard the avenging 
sword ! 
Not in the flush of fury comes the blow, 
But with the surer stroke in doubt 
deferr’d 
‘Till evidence was crown’d and men 
might know 
The trath of testimonies borne and 


nor 


ea 
Like Perseus shall the snow-white squa- 
dron fly 
Over the Gulf to rescue thee, 0 
“ Pearl 
Of the Antilles,” where the orphans 
sigh 
‘Aud widows weep amid the flames 
that curl 2 








Froniwréck'd plautiitions. ‘No coucerted 


gigs 
Shall foil the Freedom 


that Columbia 
brings * 


Gaiswatp Dicuter, 





AMERICAN. OPINION. 
id 22nd April. 
‘THERE can be no doubt that on the 


question ‘of -Ciiba,. the: United States: 


Congress: represents. the feeling: of the 
country. No one can say that the 
United States have conrted the war 
which seems to be inevitable. Months 
agothe-London Spectator pointed ont 
that the: failure of Spain to suppress 
the rebellion in Cuba must end in a 
war between Spain and the United 
States. Spain's amour propre would 
never allow her to confess that she was 
beaten by lier insurgents in Cuba; but 
she: could afford to be beaten by the 
United States without loss of honour. 
There has, no doubr, been a Cuban 
insurgent: bureau in the Guited: States, 
which haa succeeded in dispatching 
from time to time reinforcements of 
men and material to the rebels in 
Guba, but it is impossible to sustain 
the charge that the States have not 
done their best to repress these filibus- 
tering expeditions, and the assistance 
the insurgents have thus secured is 
a mere trifle in comparison to the 
aid’ that the Spanish authorities in 
the island have secured from Europe, 
and notwithstanding which they iave 
confesserlly failed. 

journals received by the last 
mail show how universally 
President McKinley is’siipported in the 
action he has taken. ‘I'he people of the 
United States liad made up their mind 














that a stop must be pnt to the existing | 


conditions of misery, starvation, and 
bloodshed in Cuba. Nobody likes to 
have .a slanghter-house uext door to 
him. As the San Francisco Zzaminer 
says: “It is the duty df tlie United 
States to see that an end’ is put to the 
killing and destruction. ‘loo much of 
this-las gone ow already. Humanity 
cries out against the slanghter of ua- 
armed men and women, the starvation 
of thousands, and the frightful misery 
that accompanies the attempt to pro- 
long the Spanish occupation of the sea- 
ports.” From the papers, of which 
there are very few, that deprecate war 
at all, to those which recognise it as 
necessary and inevitable, the tone of 
the U.S. Press is very moderate and 
almost judicial. We do not speak, of 
course, of the one-cent yellow papers,” 
which infest the streets of New York, 
aud which produce a new edition, with 
a uew warlike canard, every twenty 
minutes. ‘I'he New York Nation, which 
is eminently conservative and peace- 





loving, as becomes a paper which | 


cultivates aud represents solid business 
interests, deprecntes war with Spain. 
It says :— 

“Shall we plunge into the calamity 
of war for the sake of a few straggling 
bands who are hiding in mountain 





fortresses; burning cane-fields and sugar- 
mills, and stoppitig the industries’ of 
the peaceful’ iuhabitants; aid: who pro- 
bably represent only « minority: of: the- 
people of the island, and: who refuse 
even to consider the’ offer: of autonomy 
which Spain has‘ offered them at’our 
instance? It’ seems ‘incredible’, that 
snelt a step cau-'be desired by any 
thiuking persov in the United: States: 
We believe, in fact; that itis not 
desired “by any. considerable: tiuniber, 
whether they may be’ classed as think- 
inig or unthinking. We believe that a 
campaign of education aud of réligion— 
for it is evident that the clergy of the 
country, both Protestaut and Catholic, 
are almost a unit against an aggressive 
war—would result in an overwhelming 
victory for the’ Administration if it 
takes firm-gronnd’ tliat’ autonomy must 
be fnirly tried before any furtlier steps: 
are taken on our part.” 7 

We have so much respect for the 
Nation that we regret the line’ of argn- 
|iment it takes, because it goes on to 
show that its great fear is that with the 
very beginning of a war tho gold stan= 
dard will be put in jeopardy. “We 
might or might not drop to the silver 
basis, We might even go lower than 
that, as we did during the civil war. . . 
No man can tell what would be the 
financial outcome of a war, All that 
we know now is that, as regards our 
staudard of value, we are.in a state of 
unstable equilibrium. ‘This is the reason: 
why our securities tumble so exsily. 
'This is the reason why people begin to 
hoard money in safe-deposit boxes as 
soon as any dark cloud appears on. thie 
horizon, Experienced bankers are of 
the opinion that several millions have 
been withdrawn from the channels of 
circulation for hoarding purposes since 
the explosion on the Maing,” All this 
may be true, but it is not the ground 
on which to oppose a war that is other- 
wise just. 

It was generally understood a month 
ago in the States that the destruction 
ef the faine was due to external 
agency, apparently. to the explosion of 
a mine ander her port side forward, and 
it is really remarkable to see how 
calmly the news was generally received 
in the States, No-one accuses the 
Spanish authorities of complicity in the 
outrage. We should not’ have been 
surprised if the jingoes in the States 
had made use of the news to force Con- 
gress into an immediate declaration of 
war, and yet even to-day there is still 
a possibility, a remote one, we fear, that 
Spain will give way and war will be 
averted, 

But we must give x few more ex- 
tracts from American papers to show 
the trend of public opinion, ‘The 
| Philadelphia Record says :— 

The danger of war arises out of tho 
Linability of Spain to either coax the-in- 
| surgents to accept amnesty with autonomy 
or to conquer a peace. As intimated by. 
President Cleveland first; and by President 
McKinley afterward, the time’ will come 
twhen not only humanity but an over- 
bearing “necessity: growing. out! of our 
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expensive neutrality will compel thé United 
‘States to intervene—not with’ the’ purpose 
of conquest, but for the arrest of bloodshed 
and "fruitless waste. This is a danger 
which increases -from “diy to -day, the 
difficulties of the situation in-both Madrid 
and ‘Washington being made more em: 
barrassing by_vicious -meddling -and- mis 
information. Still the continuance of peace 
is more-probable than war. The result of 
‘a.war would not: be doubtful at the begin- 
ning. Spain has meither the -money-nor 
the men’ necessity ‘to -carry on a waron 
‘ this‘side of the Atlantic ‘with ‘~ natién’in 
good credit and with fifty times"her re- 
sources. The Spabiards ‘are “proud and 
brave; but’ they aré not fools. -'Théy can- 
not afford to go to-war except upon such 
compulsion ag would make war a question 
of honour or of necessity. 

‘The ‘fatlowing is from ‘tlie Bostow 
Transcript :— 

War’ is: far from inevitable. but’ it is 
only candour to say that it-is aniong- the 
possibilities for which the country must bé 
prepared, and it is but fair for those who 
are restraining the shallow passions of thé 
tinthinking on either sidw to have the assist- 
ance that satisfying popular feeling to'some 
degreo brings to the labours of the responsi- 
ble statesmen. ‘It will sober all hands, 
moderate the Spanish jingoes, and shut the 
mouths of-our’own, while the real work of 
settling: the Caban problem goes on. ‘To 
be prepared: for war is'sometimes:the best 

:method that’ can be adopted toward pre- 
venting it. 

“Whe Cincinnati Enquirer is a little 
more violent ‘in tone, -It hegins by 
referring to the loss of the Afaine, but 
it goes on to show that withont that 
thera:is plenty of reason-for the United 
States to interfere in Cuba :— 

‘Now. let-there be no more hesitation. 
‘The country-is almost bréathless for the 
roport of the court of ‘enquiry ; but what- 
sever that report may-be'let ‘us remember 
that-we'have abundant cause for interfer- 
ence tostop the cruel wat on the island of 
Caba and guarantee that rich island a place 
aniong’ the republics of’ the western world. 
Spain's domination of that ‘island, even in 
pesce, his been against nature and inter- 
national morals. Cuba is-capable of sup- 

jorting an enormous population and of 
Becoming a tremendous factor in the com- 
merce of the-world. Spain -has restrained 
its development, ‘aud -has thus interfered 
with the business and ‘progress ‘of other 
countries on this side of the Atlantic. She 
has been a drawback to civilisation and 
advancement for a century. Now is the 
time to strike off the shackles. 

‘The -Indianopolis ews says :-— 

We are not thiriking of the jingoes when 
swe say that ‘the:people of this country will 
insist that pence must be restored in Cuba. 
‘Tt is not a question of hostility to Spain, 
-of Cuban independence, or of ‘annexation, 
but it is a question of humanity. On'that 
question this government has already 
made up its mind. It -will be prepared to 
made good its demands when ‘the proper 
time comes. And if Spain will not con- 
sentto-a-peaceful settlement, the respon- 
sibility for war will be with her rather 
than with'this government. 

We conclude this morning with a 
very interesting extract from the Phila+ 
delphia Press :— 

‘The future can alone disclose whether 
this is a mere pause or whether Spaniards 
of authority and influence see that war is 
impossible between a bankrupt nation and 
one possessing resources which, in a day, 
place at the disposal of its executive « sum 
equal to.one-third th- annual expenditure 
of the Spanish treasury. ‘The moral effect 
of this in all ‘negotiations which follow will 
be decisive. The freedom: of our political 


























| many foreign observers ‘in’ the past. 


THERE 


differences ‘and ‘the license’of political ‘ex- 
pression “in this ‘country “have ‘deceived 

‘Not 
until war came was it clear to thein hat on 
issues relating to the ‘national defence the 


American pedple was’of one'mind. Spain 


has had earlier warning. If various party 


| differences have created the impression, as 


they doubtless have, at Madrid that‘ Pre- 
sident McKinley could‘not count on‘united 
support 'in Congéess or dut, this is over. 
‘The unanimous and instant passage of this 
lavish ‘appropriation ‘bill serves ‘notice on 
the ‘world: that a united people support 
President wise, watehfal, and resolute, 
determined to avoid: war, ‘and: equally de? 
termined at all points to’be prepared for it, 





PRESIDENT McKINLEY. t 
28rd April. 
popular belief, fonnded “on 
experience, that the hour ‘will ‘discover 
the man. Instances in which it has 
been -vetified in' English: and Anierican 
histoty-will occar to every one. In the 
Tate attack by Japan on China, thosd 
who thought Japan was’ in the-wrong 
trnsted that it would be verified in 
na, but they were disappuinted ; we 
ng indeed now for a man to 
lead China ont of the slough of des- 
pond in which she is wallowing, but 
again we are looking in vain, Is this 
an indication that China’s day as a 
Power is over? ‘I'he crucial instance 
in American history was the develop- 
ment of Abraham Lincoln ; in'a ‘smaller 
way President McKinley, now that a 
crisis has come to test him, is display- 
ing qualities which his intimate frients 
may possibly have known him to 
possess; but the world -generally, as 
the’ Statist ‘remarks, did not'credit-him 
with the fitmness of clinracter and 
independence of judgment which he 
has consistently shown in his treatment 
of the dispute with Spain, He was not 
even suspected of being a man of strong 
character, He ‘served ‘with credit in 
the’ Civil War, and this has given him a 
personal knowledge of what war is, 
and has ‘made him anything bat 
anxious to involve his country in 
another struggle. His public “fame 
rested on his tariff, which bronght a 
memorable defeat on his‘party, but the 
connection of his name ‘with that tariff 
was more or less of an accident. He 
happéned to be chainaair of the com-, 
mittee which framed that notorious 
tariff, and ‘thence it took his  tinmi 
just as the tariff at present in force i 
the United States is known as the 
Dingley tariff; bat Major McKinley 
was not supposed to have more tlidn a 



































nodding acquaintance with the .prin-|' 


ciples of fiscal legislation. He has 
been Governor of his State, Ohio, and 
has been always greatly respected in lil 
private life; but when chose as the 
Republican ‘candidate. for the Presi- 
dency, he was regarded as little more 
than ‘a respectable medioerity who 
would be-a ‘willing instrament in the 
hands of Mark Hanna, the Repablican 
King-maker. Mark Hanna elected 
Major McKinley, and it was supposed 








that he would remain the power be- 
hind thé throne, being. rewarded with 





‘the disposal ‘of a large Amonat bf ‘tlie 
patronage which falls to a new’ Piesi- 
dent on his inauguration, 

‘The responsibilities ‘of office lkve 
discovered the min in M3jor Mel 
ley, and the people of the Unitéd 
States,Repnblicans andDéninerats, Miig- 
wuinps and Populists, ate enifidint in 
their hearts that their interests are 
safe in his hands. No Enropeatr Sova- 
reign, from Victoria whose rale,-broad- 
based updn her people’s will, is stb- 
mitted to withonta question, to Nicliblas 
whom a pleasant fiction suppisés to 
by an absolute autocrat, exercises ‘aiy- 
thing like the real power that is ‘vested 
in the President of the Uuited States 
of America, A constitutional‘ Sove- 
reign is limited hy ‘his Parliamont; au 
antocratic: Sovereign is’ limited “by a 
Court the breath of whose ‘nostri!s’ is 
tradation and conventionality, and by 
these he is hindered from doing much 
which might otherwise lave been 
expected from him. ‘Then there are 
the great officers of State, many of 
whom have grown gray in the service, 
aud some of whom probably have high 
roputations, In addition, thero are’ tlie 
high military authorities, and lastly, 




















there are the great ecclesiastical anthor- 


ities.” No one man, and even n' Czar 
has nat more than twelve working 
hours in a day, can possibly govern 
a great empire like Rassin; he cannot 
even have time to know what is 
going on in his empire. All his 
knowledze mnst be prepared anid 
condensed for him by his secretaries 
and Ministers; and they only let him 
know what théy Wish him to know, 
and pnt the complexion they choose on 
the facts they present to him. . As to 
the Ariny, the Navy, tlie’ Glinrch, the 
Finiinees, he mitst ‘accept ‘whit “his 
Ministers choose ‘to lay, befyre him ; 
the very newspapers he is allowed to 
see are probably prepared for his petusal. 
“In the United States thete dre none 
of these chicks tipon the personal will Sf 
the Presid ‘There is uo buradiieracy 
in the European. seuse of the word, 
though the Givil Service nudonbtedly 
exercises great influence. ‘Chere is wo 
‘military party, And'thete ‘ure no high 
ecclesiastical dignitaries. ‘lhe President 
is thits lifted nbsve tha lieads ‘Gf his 
conterapdraries, His Ministérs'ate, in 
the étymological sense of the word, 
lis servants; he wppoitits them, and 
an diguniss thei, nird to hita aliine 
they ae responsible. ‘Chey do not da- 
fend their policy in Congress, they ste 
atiswérable to Congress, they, ¢iéi- 
not be dismissed by Congress. ‘ven 
Congress. itself has ‘io real influence 
over Wim. . It ‘can baalk the meustires 
he wishes to see, passed by refusing 
the supplies he asks for, But he is 
there for four years ‘and it canot e- 
move him unl indeed, there are 
groinds for an impedclment. He is 
Commander-in-chief of the Army. and 
Navy. He can call ont the Muitia 
the States. With him rests the deci- 
sion 6f pedte or war, Ho. can even 
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the Judiciary. He appoints the Civil 
Service. Thus his power is almost 
irrisistible for the time he holds 
office, if he is really a strong mau, 
who knows his own mind and is de- 
termined to give it effect.” ‘I'hese are 
enormous powers for an individual—a 
“country lawyer” by profession—to 
wield ; in ordinary times, no doubt, 
they are no great burden on a man of 
good capacity, as a President is almost 
sure to be, with a Cabinet of competent 
Ministers ; but in times like the present 
they must try the mettle of a man. It 
is very satisfactory to know that so 
far President McKinley has admirably 
undergone the ordeal. He has not been 
hurried by the jingoes, nor has he allow- 
ed himself to be controlled by the peace- 
at-any-price capitalists afraid of a fall in 
stocks and a possible suspension of gold 
payments. His course throughout the 
dispute with Spain has been cali, temn- 
perate, and dignified. We cannot doubt 
that if Spain lad really desired to avaid 
war, au arrangement would have been 
made; but Spain has decided that her 
houonr was at stake. Nothing could 
have been more correct than the whole 
demeanour of President McKinley when 
he heard of the destruction of the 
Maine. hroughout he has borne him- 
self az the Chief Magistrate of a great 
nation should, and he goes into the 
war with the sympathy of Britishers all 
over the world, and with the approval 
of practically the whole people of the 
United States, North and South, 








Beviews. 


THE ENGLISH MAIL PAPERS. 


(Yor THE WEEK ENDING THE 18TH OF 314R ) 
lett 

Thero is not very much about China in 
the papers bofore us, and this was due 
partly to the removal’ of the Port Arthur 
negotiations to St. Petersburg, and partly 
to the temporary relinquishment of the 
jortiollo of foreign affairs by Lord Salis- 
Buty. In reference to this Mr. Wilson says 
in the Investors’ Review: 

Men of all political parties, we feel sure, 
will regrot that tho Prime ’ Minister and 
Foreign Secretary shoald be laid aside from 
work by ill health at the present eritical state 
of foreign affairs. Partisans may gibe at his 
Jordship and aeeuso him of vaeilltion, and 
make fun of his capacity to retreat’ from 
Gifficult situations by way of “graceful 
concessions.” We have ourselves differed 
strongly com his line of policy in regard to 
Turkish affairs, whether in Armenia, in Crete 
or inGreece. ‘We felt that it was due, both 
to the moral responsibilities and the power of 
England, that he should have assumed a more 
masterful attitude all through the recent trou- 
bles ofthe moribund Turkish Empire. None the 
less is it true that Lord Salisbury has exercis- 
ed on many occasions a wise diseretion, that 
he is a man of peace, anxious above all things 
to prevent the entanglement of this country 
ina disastrous war; that his long experience 
and strong common sense have frequently 
enabled him to steer us out of troubles a 
rasher man would have brought down upon 
the nation’s head. And the worst of itis 
there is no man visible at present at all able 
to replace this statesman, whose patriotism 
is undoubted, whose ability is great beyond 
that of any of his colleagues, and whos 
Knowledge of diplomacy is more extensive 
than that of any Englishman now living. All 
parties in the State may, therefore, be trusted 
to join cordially in the hope that his lordship 


























‘may soon be restored to health and vigour, 
80 as to be able to resume the anxious, in- 
cessant, and too often thankless labours of 
his office. 

‘Two ex-Governors of Hongkong have 
been expressing their views of the Russian 
‘occupation of Port Arthur, and the Overland 


Mail prints side by side extracts from 
their letters. Tho contrast is decidedly 
amusing :— 
Sm Wrouaw Sim Wrutax pes 
‘Roptssox. ‘Veevx. 
I do not share the ‘Tho report _ that 


alarm felt by some re- Great Britain had pro- 
garding the political tested against the 
Situation in China ; lease, or what is prac: 
neither do I believe tically the cession, of 
that Russia’s policy in Port Arthur is now 
that part of the world said to have been 
should be regarded as without foundation. 
necessarily inimical to I had hoped that it 
us. -.. I do not be- had been true... 
Tieve that the acquisi- For though it may bo 
tion by the Czar’s Go- expedient to acquiesce 
vernment will do any in the “utilisation” 
harm to England if of Manchuria, and 
that and other ports even to approve of the 
are kept open. So extension of the great 
Tong as we have Free railway to an ice-freo 
Trade, Russia’s action port in Corea or China, 
will not only not ham- it is quite another 
er us, but will even mat emit 
Bevin some ways hhelp- Ru ex. 
fal. She intends to clusive possession of 
come as far as Port the terminus, and 
Arthur, and [ do not especially if that ter- 
delieve’ she will come minus is Port Arthur. 
further. Already she This at all hazards 
practically possesses should not be per- 
the whole of Man- mitted... . Should 
churia, . . . Under all negotiations fail to 
the conditions I have rescue Port Arthur 
mentioned, I am in from the grip of Russia 
favour of an eutente it would be no longer 
with Russia, the result possible for us to main- 
of which would be of tain ‘* peace with hon- 
mutual advantage. our.” 


‘The Orerland Mail has a good leading 
article which itheads “The China Muddle.” 
It begins 

We are persuaded that a large part of the 
public anxiety about the policy which our 
Government is pursuing in the Far East is 
due to muddle for which the Foreign Office is 
chiefly responsible. It is impossible to ac- 
quire from the declarations of Ministers a 
precise view of what they are driving at, and 
‘as they choose to envelope their objects and 
proceedings in mystery, while at the same 
time known facts in the ation are irre- 
concilable the general principle on which 
they are professing to act, it is not sur- 
sing that the British public is at once be- 
wildered and apprehensive. There can be no 
question that the anxiety to which we refer 

yread and is injurious to the prestige 
Inthe lobbies of Parlia- 
fly on the Ministerial side, in the 
Clubs, and ‘among the provincial electorate 
there is a profound sense of tisfaction, 
and were the Opposition a strong and cot 
site hody able to take advantage of t! 
feeling it would go hard with the Ca- 
inet. We cannot recall any period within 
the past thirty years when opinion was so 
strong and so unanimous as it is at this mo- 
ment with regard to the maintenance of our 
rights in the Far East, and yet the Govern- 
ment do not seem able to take advantage of 
these favourable conditions for clearly defin- 
ing and carrying to an issue the policy which 
circumstances dictate. 

And it concludes by saying that ‘ what 
the country expects from our Government 
is an assurance that China shall not be 
dominated by Russia, or cut into by Ger- 
many or France without a struggle with 
us, and nothing short of that will satisfy 
itor redeem the pledges they have made 
to it.” 

The Inrestors' Review has the following 
note on the new loan to China :— 


This loan, amounting to £16,000,000, will 
be offered to Uie public on Monday at 90 per 
cent. a pricd which gives just 9, per ce 
to the buyer, by the Hongkong and Shanghs 
Bauking Corporation here, and by the 
Deutsche-Asiatische Bank, Berlin, The last 
instalment of the price will be payable on the 































































3rd of May next. It will be a forty-five years’ 
Joan, redeemable at 100 by annual drawings 
through an accumulative sinking fund,’ and 
it is secured on tho balance of the Imperial 
‘Maritime Customs left over from the servieo 
‘of previous loans, and as a first charge 
free from all encumbrances on the general 
and salt Likia of certain ports and dis- 
tricts in the Yangtze Valley, and adjoining 
province of Chékiang, viz., the ports of Soo- 
chow aod Kiukiang,” and the districts of 
Sunghu and Eastern Chékiang, Hupeh and 
Anhui, the last two for salt tax. All these 
duties are placed in the control of the Inspec- 
tor-General of the Chinese Imperial Maritime 
Customs. As the available balatice of theso 
customs is about three million Ha‘kuan taels, 
and as these likin revenues are valued at five 
nillion taels, making eight millions ia all, oF 
at 2s, 9d. per tael, £1,100,000, there appears 
to be amplo security for a loan, whose service 
requires only £835,232, and ‘we think the 
investment a good one. Yet so fickle is tho 
temper of the city at present, that we should. 
not. bo in tho least surprised were under- 
writers to have a considerable portion of it 
loft on their hands, 


The Money Market report in the 
Economist of the 12th ult, is as follows ;— 

‘The Government continues heaping up its 
balances at the Bank of England, their 
total amounting at the end of last week to 
£13,413,000. Consequently the market is in 
an impoverished condition, and has again 
een compelled to renew and increase its loans 
from the Bank. This, together with polit‘cal 
apprehensions, a continuance of the demand 
for gold for the United States, and the ap- 
prosching issue, of tho Chinese and Greok 
loans, has resulted in a tightening of tho 
money market, the quotation for best three 
months’ paper’ being .now 3 per cont, while 
call loans are charged 23 to 3 por cent, ” Karl 
in the week there was some talk of an ad. 
vance in the Bank rate, but such a stop at 
present, when the Bank holds so much publio 
money, would be unjustifiable and oppressive, 
Of course if an American drain of any magui- 
tude sets in the rate will have to bo raised. 
But nothing of the kind has been experienced 
as yet, snd when it is the possession of an 
‘unusual and most unduly large accumulation 
of Government money in the hands of the 
Bank that has given it the control of tho 
market, to use the power it has thus acquired 
to force up rates higher than is really neces- 
sary would be to abuso its position, When 
the pent-up funds are released, as they must 
be to a large extent before the end of 
fiscal year, and when the dividends aro 
tributed at the beginning of next month, tho 
market should, if circumstances wore normal, 
be in an easier condition. But the pre- 
vailing political uncertainty makes it idle to 
attempt to look ahead, and lenders can only 
‘work cautiously on from day to day, 


' ‘The first leading article in the Economist 
is on “The United States and Spain.” It 
is pointed out that all the conditions exist- 
ed which usually precedo a war. ‘Thera 
is extreme ill-will between the two nations, 
the Spaniards holding that the Americans 
are both insolent and aguressive, and the 
Americans believing, with evidence or 

ithout it, that the Spaniards aro in- 
efficient, treacherous, and beyond measure 
cruel, besides being very hostile to the 
United States.” 


‘The sympathies of this country, should tho 
war break out, will on the whole be with 
the United States. Spain is not loved here. 
There is an ineradicable belief, which had its 
foundation in traditions three hundred years 
old, that her people are inclined to cruelty, a 
belief deepened by some stories which come 
in from Cuba, and there is a certain contempt 
for her Government, which in finance, in in- 
ternal affa in war seems unable 
. Englishmen do not quite 

understand the immense difficulties of guerilla 
warfare, and cannot be convinced that with 
so immense an army on the spot it is im- 
Bessitle to pat down the insurrection of «0 
imited a population. ‘They suspect corrup- 

ion, unwillingness in the ranks, and every 
ind of defect, and as they know very little 
of Cuban conduct, incline to believe the 
Cubans a gallant and much oppressed people, 
struggling to be free. They are, moreover, 
always inclined to sympathise with Ameri- 
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cans, and while contemptuous of the talk of 
violent jingoes, think that the Government of 
Washington has, especially since tho loss of 
the Maine, displayed mo%eration and self- 
restraint. It has not shrunk from war, and 
has not been eager to decl~:e it on incidental 
or accidental provocation. On the other 
hand, thero is an undercurrent of opinion not 
very strong, but felt by grave men, which is 
not so favourable to America. These latter 
do not see as clearly as they would like to do 
on what the Americans baso their claim to 
interfere in Cuba at all. American interests 
are not really affected by the war, except as 
they would be by any considerable war any- 
where, and the claim to protect humanity 
seems imperfect, because it is not put forward. 
consistently even on the American continent, 
where in Spanish America rebellions are fro- 
quent, and ace suppressed occasionally with 
merciless severity. ‘The Cudan case is not 
like the case of Armenia, where a timid 
population was slaughtered because its rulers 
enjoyed the slaughter, but is admitted even 
in Cuban accounts to be an open civil war, in 
which the legitimate power, even if unreason- 
ably cruel, has received the greatest provoca- 
ion. The action of the Americans seems, 
therefore, to imply a claim to a general 
guardianship over the Western Hemisphere, 
which might on certain occasions lead to un- 
expected corsequences. Great Britain, Frence, 
Holland, or Brazil might be ordered not to 
suppress an insurrection, becauso it had last- 
ed too long for American convenience, and 
could not, of course, accept such an order 
without passing out of the list of independent 
States. ‘These considerations are of some” 
gravity, but they have little influence on the 
Goay of the people, aud Spain will find but 
few sympathisers here, 


‘The Economist goes on to mention the 
possibility of some of the European Powers 
mediating, but decides that mediation 
“would in the end be rejected, and, of 
course, if rejected it would leave war 
absolutely inevitable.” 

‘We have already referred to the succeed- 
ing article, on ‘England, Russia, and 
China.” ‘The gist of it is that "Lord 
Salisbury has done well in recanting his 
anti-Russian opinions and recognising that 
Asia is large enough for both Russia and 
England. “We want no Chinese territory, 
but we do want the Chinese open markets. 
If the Istter is seriously and definitely 
threatened, it will bo the time for us, 
calmly but firmly, to make our demands 
known.” This is undoubtedly the easist 
policy to follow. 

There is a reassuring article on “Our 
Foreign Trade,”and in a note on * Russian 
Naval Expenditure” it is shown that the 
intended extraordinary expenditure of 
£9,000,000 on warships will swallow up 
the whole of the Russian ‘Treasury balance, 
and necessitate fresh borrowing, while in 
the decennial period 1887-96 the Russian 

wublic debt was increased by £145,399,000. | 
Tn the correspondence columns’ there 
an extremely interesting letter on ‘TI 
Political Situation in France,” showing 
that “the Republic is menaced by a Jesuit 
conspiracy, which has the support of the 
Etat Major.” 

‘The Saturday Review has no doubt that 
Russia. has permanently acquired Port 
Arthur and Talienwan, ‘and it is well to 
understand that by not protesting against 
the ‘lease,’ or. the trans-Manchurian rail- 
way, we ate silently acquiescing in the per- 
manent occupation of the two ports, and 
the future annexation of Manchuria by 
Russin. And in this caso what everybody 
would like to know is why Lord Salisbury 
made that original foolish demand about 
‘Talienwan 2” 

‘Thus, to all intents_and purposes, ends 
the present phase of the Far Eastern question. 
We have practically acquiesced in Russia’s 
policy in ‘North-Western Asia, and the foolish 

+ of the business is that we did not 
frankly acquiesce at the beginning instead of 
making futile conditions which we were after- 
wards compelled to withdraw. It is better 
to have Russia for a friend than an enemy. 
Her aims are not our aims, and there is no 
reason why we should quarrel with her. If 



































we could only make up our minds to be 
friendly and not to obstruct the necessary 
development of her immense Empire, there 
is little doubt that she would gladly join 
hands with us. Allied, Great Britaia and 
Russia would rale the world. 


‘The Saturday has the following note on 
the late Aubrey Beardsley, whose draw- 
ings could never have given any one any 
pleasure, though those who disliked them 
most had to acknowledge their force :— 
Aubrey Beardsley, who died this week at 
Mentone, was one of the most interesting 
figures of his time, those egregit who appear 
from time to time, those creatures apart who 
are laws unto themselves and hopeless con- 
fusion to the critics. Though he hes died so 
young, he has left us a vast amount of his 
‘work, and, now that he can be judged calmly 
without reforence to tho rivalries and pre- 
judices of his moment, his true importance 
will be gauged the sooner. None who knew 
him will have been surprised—though’ all 
will have been grieved—at tho news of his 
death, for that terribly frail body had 
survived so long only through intensity of 
shee: nervous force. Beardsley was said by 
some ono who saw him before he had become 
famous to be ‘little more than two hands and 
abrain.” Ho himself had no illusion about 
his health, and, in his work and his life alike, 
he had all the feverish activity of the con- 
damné, One of the last things he drew before 
his doctors insisted that he should go abroad 
for compteto- rest was the Death of Pierret, 
and it was known that in this strange and 
poignant drawing Pierrot, was meant to be 
jimself, Opposite the drawing appeared 
these words, written by «As the dawn 
broke, Pierrot fell into his last sleop. ‘Then, 
upon tip-toe, noiselessly up the stair, silently 
into the room, came the comedians, Atlechino, 
Pantaleone, Colombina and Il Dottoro ; who, 
with much love, lifted in their arms and bore 
away upon theit shoulders the white-frocked 
clown of Bergamo, Whither we know not.” 


‘The following note is from the Spectator 
of the 12th ult.:— 


The country was startled on Tuesday by an 
intimation that the Queen, whose departure 
for Southern France had been fixed for Wed- 
ssday, would postpone her journey owing to 
indisposition.” As Baron do Coureel and 
Sir Thomas Ssnderson had dined at Windsor 
Castle on Moaday, it was at once suspected 
thatthe true cause of delay was political, and 
Funds fell on all tho Bourses of Europe. 
‘The momentary panic was succeeded by fear 
for her Majesty's health, there being a 
suspicion that the influenza, which is a 
spiteful pest, might have decided to threaten 
the most valuable lifo in the Empire, Tt 
turned, vut, however, that the Queen, who is 
constitutionally insensible to cold, was only 
suffering from a bilious attack, and on Thurs- 
day afternoon she started for Cimiez, with 
tho intention, iti said, of meeting President 
Faure on the way. The Queen’s health and 
‘contentment are both of high interest, to her 
subjects, but we cannot think her Majesty 
has been well counselled in this matter. The 
greatest difficulty between London and Paris 
{S that M. Hanotaux does not believe us to be 
in earnest, and it is simply impossible ‘to 
make him believe that if Lord Salisbury bad 
resolved to fight rather than yield he would 

mit the Queen to spend her holiday on 

rench territory. Such an incident would be 
alittle too historical. Even in the event of 
‘a declaration of war, M. Faure would not 
Venture to arrest a lady so reverenced in Ger- 
many and Russia, as well as at home ; but 
there is popular emotion to be reckoned with, 
and the situation would be one of extreme 
embarrassment. 


‘The first leading article in the Spectator 
is headed “The Policy of Playing Dog in 
the Manger,” and it does not attempt to 
minimise the splendid ‘‘grab” made by 
Russia when she gets Manchuria, but holds 
that it is China, not England, which is 
injured. ‘* Weare no friends of Russia, 
which in her wonderful energy and success 
{sharp the evil principle of autocracy ; 

ut it is not our duty to risk our freedori 
in order to cripple a Power which, from 
the day it reaches the open waters, it will 
be within our power to restrain.” In 
“Spain and the United States” the Spe: 
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tator repeats its conclusion that war is 
inevitable between these. two countries. 
‘There isa readable article on “The Riots 
in Bombay,” which were really very much 
more serious than the British public was 
allowed to know. Another article, headed 
“How to Secure Peace,” urges the mobi- 
lising of a very powerful Special Service 
Squadron, as a hint to France ‘that this 
time we are in earnest, and that it will not 
be safe for her to argue that, because we 
gave way in Siam, in Madagascar, and in 
‘Tunis, therefore we shall certainly give 
way in West Africa,—be the merits what 

‘they may.” 
‘The leading article. in the World is 
headed “Peace or War,” and the conclu- 
jitation 


sion is -— 

Perhaps there has been some prec 
j and impradenee in the statement by Ministers 
and others of hypothetical cases of war. 
If you wish for peace prepare for war, but do 
not necessarily talk about it, If war is in- 

‘table, there is no need in proclaiming it 
Jn advance,_ Tt is quite right to insist, ia 
the guarded language which diplomacy under- 
stands, on the unaltcrable resolution of 
England to maintain her commercial rights 
in China; but it is not prudent to associate 

aintenance of the independence and 

ity of Chinese territory with the 
interests of British commerco, as the Hous 
‘of Commons did in passing unanimously tho 
resolution proposed to it by Sir Ellis Ashmead- 
Bartlett. This may be to make in the Far 
East the mistake which English diplomacy 
made half a ceutury ago in the Near East, 
and has long since bitterly repented. Chinese 
independence has gone tho way of Turkish 
independence, and the integrity of China, 
like that of her European counterpart, may 
be the integrity of a China constant! 
diminishing uotl it disappears. England is 
really dealing with the European Powers in 
her ostensible dealings with China, and o 
direct undertaking with them would bo 
easier and more convenient. Our fleets aro 
competent to defend our commercial interesta 
in the Far East, but they can no moro 
guaranteo Manchuria against Russia than 
they could expel the Turks from Armonia or 
cruise on “tho seacoast of Bohemia.” 


‘The Westminster Budget has a good arti- 
cle headed One“ Man, One Post,” from - 
which we extract the opening paragraph :— 

‘The announcement made on Tuosday that 
Lord Salisbury is compelled by ill-health to 
withdraw temporarily from public affairs 
had been anticipated for soveral days. Yet 
to say that it was received with gravo 
concern is to express no merely conventional 
sentiment. Among tho really eminent mon 
in politics Lord Salisbury holds a unique 
position. Never a popular idol, as Mr. 
Gladstone was and is, always something of 
a recluse, and possessed of w sharp tonguo 
which belies a gentle, disposition, he has 
won himself a peculiar respect, a8 a laborious, 
disinterested, and high-minded statesman. 
We need not say that his opponents will 
joiu with his supporters in wishing him a 
speedy recovery, and tho sincerity of this 
sentiment will not, wo hope, bo suspected if 
we add to it our opinion that complete with- 
drawal for a period is, under the circum. 
Stances, the tight and proper course, And if 
it should lead up to tho abandonment of tho 
impossible attempt to combine the offices 
of Primo. Minister and Foreign Secretary, it 
will not be a matter of regret even from tho 

sonal point of view. We say “impossible,” 
For that is what, in fact, it has been proved 
to be. In two successive years—and on each 
occasion at critical moments in public affairs 
—Lord Salisbury has beon handicapped by a 
physical breakdown. Last spring he was 
obliged to recruit, his health in the Riviera 
when the Greck crisis was at its most anxious 
point; this year he is obliged to withdraw 
altogether and appoint a locum tenens in tho 
midst of the most complicated negotiations 
upon matters even more urgent. ‘To cling to 
a mass of work which is manifestly too much 
for mortal man may be magnificent, but it is 
not statesmanship, and can scarcely, if persist- 
ed in, be in the public interest. (Vhile this 
Government remains in office we have not 
the smallest desire to see anyone else than Lord. 
Salisbury Prime Minister, buta Primo Minister 
hhas sufficient control over foreign affairs with. 
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out killing himself and spoiling both offices 
by attempting the detailed supervision which 
is enacted from  Fereign Secretory. 

The World rather hopes that Lord Cromer 
will be brought from Egypt to the Foreign 
Office, which is now quite ten years be- 
hind the tines. i 

‘Tenniel’s cartoon in Punch, “ Bull-bait- 
ing,” is a fine drawing, but we are inclined 
to look at it with a doubt whether it quite 
represents the facts of the situation. 








NOTICES OF BOOKS, ETC. 


Goldfields and Chrysanthemums. Notes 
of Travel in Australia and Japan. By 





Cathering Bond., 8y0., 270 pp. Illustrated 
rth full-page photographs, Peadou Simp- 
kin, Marshall and Co, 1898, 


This is quite'a pretty book. It has an 
engaging cover of coloured and gilded Japa- 
nese cloth, and is illusttated by ‘some ex- 
cellent photograplis. In her preface, the 
authoress tells us that she has been urged 
by many friends to publish the account of 
her travels in Australia and the Enst, and 
this book. is the result of her amiable 
compliance with. what were nodoubt equally 
athiable “suggestions, ‘The letter-press is 
disappointing. "It comes as an, introduc- 
tion to tho illustrations, but the style 
betrays a lick of experience in composi- 
jn,and the tnatter is wanting in, interest. 
‘The prevent tense is ased with praiseworth: 
tut “rather” wearisome: porseverance ; and 
occasional lapses in, grammar, such as 
“In the evening there isw concert on the 
third-class deck, which was very. much 
enjoyed,” are apt to shock the purist. This 
sentence is a fair specimen of the writer’s 
style and matter, Kut we must add that 
the tone is ‘kindly, appreciative, and 
thotoughly good-humoured; and it is 
possible ‘that those who are unacquainted 
with the'scenes described may find attrac- 
tions in the book which escape a reader 
who is treading familiar ground. We hope 
that the friends who are ‘responsible for 
publication have been gratified by receiving 
preieritation copies of this pretty book, and 
any who'are ‘not too particular about the 

ality of the writing will be glad to possess 
the weil selected illustrations. 


The Annual Report of the Hangchow 
Hical Mission, of which brief. mention 
iis already been made in these columns, 
is. glowing index to the admirable work 
being “accomplished by Drs. Main and 
Kenber under the auspices of the O.ALS 
‘The capital of the populous province of 
Chékiang offers ample. scope for medical 
ssi here so miny sad 

d yppalling instances of malpractice 

are daily met with. “The managers of the 
hh ital_have succeeded in training a few 
natives who give most valuable help in the. 
wards and who undertake ‘some of the 
jor and most of the minor operations. In- 
deed, without very efficient native helpers it 
would be quite impossible with the amount 
of work to be done to treat a thousand in- 
patients ainually. Dr. Duncan Main longs 
for'the time when’ western medical science 
will be kriown and practised by the Chinese. 
To accomplish this consummation much 
time hus to be given to works of healing. 
Patients remember what they see much 
longer than what thoy hear, and the Mission 
finds that ignorance, bigotry, prejudice, 
and opposition very quickly melt in the 
bright, cheery, cleanly, comfortable wards 
of the ‘hospital. Much valuable work 
his been accomplished in the opium refuge, 
where ‘no  léss than ninety-cight were 
cured last year of the distressing habit. 
Leper work has been full of blessing 
and encouragement during the year. 
The ‘best is done to relieve the ‘suffer- 
ings of the poor, unfortunate creatures 
and fo, mest their physical wants with a 
































competent portion of- the good things of 
this life, whilst their spiritual wants are 
well attended to. The fruits of daily syste- 
matic teaching in this ranch of the work 
are most marked and tangible. The work 
ofthe Mission also includes medical teaching 
—the hardest and most trying part of 
the business—and the usual evangelistic 
work. The report, which is in every way 
satisfactory, is admirably compiled and well 
printed by the Presbyterian Mission Press, 
Shanghai. 

The Report of the China Agency of the 
British and Forion Bible Society just to 
hand also furnishes’striking proof of the 
zeal sind whole-lieartedness of missionaries 
sent out to the Middle Kingdom. 

It makes. fairly comprehensive pamphlet 
and shows that good work has been accom- 
plished throughout. During the past year 
there were printed and received into stoui: 
2,132 Bibles, 28,426 Testaments, ani 
684,591 Portions, making a total of 715,149 
volames, or an increase of 174,553 over the 
figures of Inst year. These were printed 
in the various dialects and widely dis- 
tributed. Under the heading of colportage 
there has been a gratifying increase in the 
sales, whilst angther feature in the colportage 
returns is the wide extent of the ground 
covered by the workers. As regards depots 
there has been also a further development. 
In Manchuria the needs of rapidly. in- 
creasing Christian communities have been 
met by the opening of new depots at Kirin 
and Nowchwang, and at several other im- 
portant centres. ‘The depdts opened by 
the sub-agents at Hanchung and \Wuchoufa 
also appear for the first time in the list. 

‘The reports of the various sub-agents in 
different parts indicate that their elforts 
are being crowned with success, but space 
forbidsindividual reference. ‘The Shanghai 
Ladies’ Auxiliary has again rendered 
valuable service, not only by collecting 
funds, but algo by diffusing information 
about’ the work of the Sooity. Under its 
auspices a well-attended and snccessful 
publieaneeting was held in, the Municipal 

fall, Shanghai, in March Inst, when the 
Rev. James Webster, of Kaiyuan, gave 
an address on the work of the Society ia 
Manchuria. ‘The Rev. H. C. Hodges, the 
Rev. Dr. Muirhead, and the Agent, the 
Rev. G. H. Bondfield, also took part in 

necting. 


























@™utports. 


CHINKIANG. 


(Frowt 4 connesroxpext.) 
paren 
FAMINE RELIEF. 

The foreign community at this port has 
contributed in all about $480 for the fami 
sufferers and the native Christians have 
added about $30 to this amount. ‘The 
greater half ot this has been distributed 
here to the refugees and the remainder for- 
warded to the famine districts in the Hsiichou 
prefecture. Native benevolent societies and 
individuals have, entirely independently of 

jigners, also” contributed considerable 
sums in this relief work. About $2,000 
have been used by them here in furnishing 
rico porridge and bread. Recently the re- 
fagees have been started homeward by 











| boatloads. The boats and travelling money 


axe furnished by stages en rowe, and in 
some cases each individual is presented 
with a emall bag of rico or dried dates in 
addition. It is more than doubtful, however, 
whether the amount of money ‘and food 
given is at all sufficient for the journey. 
Very many of the refugees fall victims to 
famine and fever on the way, and those 
that suc ing home do so only 
to meet famine face to face at their own 











doors. A native friend suggested that the 





Yefugess had. much: better. remain . here. 
where the local population. would, hardly. 
see them starve, aud svhere théy.tvould at 
least have a better chance of Jiving till the 
coming harvest. In- addition to ‘contribu- 
tions on the spot, the natives have already 
sent several thousands of dollars to’ the 
faminestricken districts. S 

A PLAN FOR PERMANENT. RELIEF. 
has been suggested. It is well-known that 
there is.a considerable amount of vacant 
land in the country.south inkiang, 
made so by the Taiping rebellion. ‘The sug: ° 
gestion is, instead of feeding these paupers 
on charity and seuding them home simply. 
to repeat at best the same thing. next year, 
to locate them as farmers. ou. these now 
vacated lands, They would, of course, need. + 
to be helped in moving, in building huts, 
in seeds, ete, but this would: be money 
spent in a much wiser way than in feeding 
paupers and thus encouraging pauperism. 
A very. large majority of these people would 
only be too glad to Gud some opening by 
which to gain a livelihood. ‘To prove. that. 
the plan wouldbs feasible it isonly necessary 
tostate that there is already a sprinkling 
of these northern poor, settled on. these 
abandoned lands. Some of.them aro fairly. 
well to do, while. the poorest, of them can 
manage by industry to. make a living, 


WHERE 15 THE MONEY? 

Some years ago. an enterprising official 
located here collected funds to the amount 
of about $300,000 to bé used in employi 
the poor in public works, Ho thus engage 
them to clean out ponds, plant trees, ecetera, 
but it is said that only about one-half of the 
money was used aud that the remainder is 
suill lying here. in. the prefect’s yamén 
unused, Whether this bp, true account or 
not does not affect the feasibjlity of the 
plan above suggeated. What we need is a 
trustworthy official to carry it into successful 
‘execution. 

18th April. 























CHUNGKING. 
(FROM, OUR OWN, CORRESPONDENT.) 





THE KIANGPEH RIOT. 


There is nothing very new. to report 
bout matters in Kiangpeh, ‘The people 
are still masters of the, situation, and ‘the 
duthorities are powerless to pituisli’ the 
rderers of the young medical student, 

‘a sorry state of aifurs, although the 
is unfortunately not new to China, 
1 for “time” that the mandarin 
. They say that “in time they 
will be able to bring the culprits to book’? 
Meanwhile the processious outside the city, 
along the Little River bank, continue night- 
ly, and we on this side are still in the dark 
as to their meaning. In all probability 
there is something in the rumour that the 
natives: are afraid of a nocturnal visit from 
the score or more of foreignors who reside 
in Chungking, and, if so, they supply an- 
other proof of the. old proverb which says 
qhat “ the wicked flea when no. man 
pursueth groweth bold asa lion.” Ibis also 
alleged that the heads of the militia 
are very active in keeping their men 
well within call. The roll is called fre- 
quently and it is clear that tho spirit of 
apprehension is abroad, 


A PLACARD. 


At the same time, the students, at least 
men who can wield’a pen, find some satis- 
faction in composing diatribes of the usual 
stamp, and, in one case, not content with 
writing it, the authors went..to the expense 
of having the thing printed and posted 
pretty generally over the-city.. It is, toa 

reigner, recoudite in some of its phrases, 
but the general drift is quite manifest. The 
Taotai is abused. Christianity is held up. 
as something to be sueered at or worse, 
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while ; foreigners’ are: epoken of. as they 
salway heve:been spoken:of by antifore 
Chinamen. In 

print-is untranslateable here, although its 
existence was brought to-the-notice of the 


consequence. Probably he is ight, although 


we shall all be glad when the present ex- |, 


aminations are over, if for no other reason 
than that we shall then’know whether the 
officials are sincere in their promise .to 
execute just judgment upon the murderers 
ofthe poor young lad Tang. There is a 
persistent rumour thatthe money indem- 
nity is to be paid over in afew days. ‘Tho 
‘writer hopes that this is not true. . The cart 
has been put too often before the horse in 
China, and it would be a pity to repeat the 
silly operation here when there. does not 
seem to be any good ground for it. 


GENERAL NEWS. 

Mr. J.N. Tratman, H, B, M. Consul, 
after aspell of four years in the port, has 
gone home on furlough. Mr, Litton: has 
now. charge of British affairs here and 
doubtless finds for the present quite enough 
todo. Mr.-Little’s launch bas been. on the 
riverbank undergoing repairs, but.is now 


ready, for work. Mr, and Mrs, Little them- |~ 


solves expect to be in occupation of. their 
fine new house on the south of the river 
early next week, and they areto be heartily 
congratulated on the change, Mr. Tyler 
has also come west for a spell after his 
arduons work at the new rapid, and two 
Shanghai-gentlemen have ‘come to stay in 
the hope of doing business for a German 
firm. We are now on the outlook for 
‘M.° Hass, the French Consul, who is due 
to arrive with Madame’ Hans almost any 
time. . Various missionaries. have also 
carrived, and have passed on to their res- 
pective stations, 
ANOTHER MURDER. 

T regret to have to close this letter with 
tho. news of yet another murder of a native 
Christian in the. district of Paoningfu. 
‘The, only particulars the writer has heard 
go..to show that the poor victim was liter- 
ally: buried alive! Probably more will te 
heard of this by. and by. ‘The list of Pro- 
testarit_ martyrs in Szechuen has started. 
well. How many more ‘converts are we 
likely ;to see murdered before the fiendish 
spirit of the people is overcome? I have 
only ,to add to-day that the murder at 
Paoningfa. would seem to have no-connec 
tion whatever with the Kiangpeh incident. 


6th April. 











SOOCHOW. 


FAMINE RELIEF. 


On the 30th of March, the Rev. B.C. Pat- 
terson, who lives in the district city of Su- 
chien in tho Prefecture of Hsiichou, where 
the famine is raging, wrote to friends in Nan- 
King; Chinkiang, Hangehow, and Soochow, 
askingfor one thousand dollars, to be used 
in famine relief, Ho requested them to 
send their contributions to me, and he in- 
structed me to make up the sum, and place it 
to his credit in the, Hongkong, and Shanghai 
Bank, and to telegraph him the amount, so 
that he might draw upon it, and begin his 
work as soon as possible. The amount, 
$1,000, has been fully subscribed, and I 
write this to state what has been done, and 
that there.is.no call: for further.aid. “The 
contributors heard from to date, are as 
follows: . 

‘Hangchow— 
‘Mr. Geo: Hudson 
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Chinkiang Foreign Community .....-186.07 
Nanking” 2 5.00 
AFriend ....” 10.00 


$1 
As soon as the first instalment of this 
fund was placed to the credit of Mr. Patter- 
son, a telegram was sent'to him so that he 
might begin +his work without delay, “He 
ean draw a cheque on the Hongkong and 
‘Shanghai Bank and bave it cashed imme- 
diately in-Suchien. ‘There are three: mis- 
sionaries in that place, Mr. Patterson, Mrs. 
Patterson, and Mr. Junkin. ‘The* plan of 
‘Messrs. Patterson and Junkin isto put the 
money into a native bank or cash shop and 
go, escorted by soldiers, among the villages, 
and make personal inspection of the needs 
of the people, and give orders for small sums 
of money to the most ueedy. - There is grain 
in the country nnd the price is about'double 
the ordinary figure. There is a prospect of 
a fairly good crop of wheat in June. A few 
days ago I saw in the suburbs of Soochow ia 
party of 40 or 50 le with wheelbarrows 
on their way to Hsiichou. They had_ spent 
the winter in the neighbourhood of this city, 
show, and were returning to their own 
homes. 
‘22nd April. 

















Holloway's Ointment and - Pills. —Discase, 
of the skin. —No case of disease of the skins 
be its nature what it may, has failed to be 
benefited when these potent remedies have 
been properly. applied. In scrofulows and 
scorbutie affections they are especially service- 
able. Scurvy and eruptions, which had 
resisted all other modes of treatment and 
gradually become worse from year to year, 
have been completely cured by Holloway’s 
cooling Ointment ard purifying ‘Pills, which 
root out the disease from the blood itself and 
eavo the constitution free from every morbjd- 
taint. In the nursery Holloway’s Ointment 
should be ever at hand ; it will give ease in 
sprains, contusions, burns, sealds, and. infan- 
tile eruptions, and may always safely be 
applied by any ordinary attendant. 


TIENTSIN. 


(frost 4 CORRESPONDENT.) 
—+— 
THE POLITIOAL LULL 

remains, although-our American neighbours 
are, of course, keenly interested in 

hase of Cuban affairs. The acquisition of 

eihaiwei is generally-regarded as the end 
of the present chapter of Far Eastern affairs 
as far as the attitude of Great Britain vis- 
a-vis Russia and China is concerned. “The 
details of the lease or cession will be learned 
with great interest, and will probably ‘teem 
with contentious matter. - Will there be. a 
zone of recognised Britishinfluence? Will 
the occupation of the mainland forts 
and tlte command of :the strategical points 
in the local topography be British or 
Chinese? Will ‘Liukungtao and the con- 
tinental district around: the forts’ be uader 
British or native civil jurisdiction? “If -the 
former, will it be under the Foreiga or 
Colonial Office? Will new Regulations be 
drafted for the Chinese population: or will 
Chinese law under a Mixed: Court obtain ? 
‘These are all-questions which arouse ‘keen. 
interest. Not a few careful students think 
the best solution.of the many difficulties 
which beset the question when examined at 
close quarters will be found in. handing the 
whole affair over to the Admiralty. That 
department will most certainly be the great- 
est spender; docks, machinery, armament snd 
forts will "have to be installed liberally if 
the Government really mean to make it a 
naval base, and liberal sums will have to 
be spent in improving the anchorage and 
the western fair-way for shine of the 
largest classlike the Victorious and Powerful. 


THE ARRIVAL OF PRINCE HENRY 


is the next public function: our Tientsin 
cousins have already elaborated a pro- 
gramme in which a banquet and a sub- 
sequent public reception are essential 
features. A large and influential section of 
the British Community has expressed a 
desire to co-operate in showing respect “for 
the Queen’s grandson and it i8 anticipated 
that ‘a joint ball will be the result. ‘The 
general amity of our social relations for 
the last two or three seasons is chiefly 
responsible for this happy coalition, At the 
same time it has not been forgotten by the 
British how spontaneously and handsomely 
the Germans acted on the occasion of the 
Jubilee last year. It is pleasant to chronicle 
the fact that these pleasant relations exist 
on both sides and that there is a geaerous 
rivalry in socal amenities, 


PEITATHO 


is booming more :than ever this: year, 
Before the middle of the summer there will 
be some seventy odd houses in evidence, 
and sites are still being secured. I'see an 
ingenious statistician in the local paper 
computes that within the last two years 
Tientsin has put down Tis. 100,000 in this 
rising watering-place; if one has any fault 
to make with these figures, it is that they 
‘are well below the mark; but a few Shang- 
hai folk have secured sites. It is becoming 
quite common for the Tientsinners to run 
up from Friday to Monday. 


THE NEW TREATY PORT 


of Tangho is about nine miles from Rocky 
Point, eleven from the missionary settle- 
ment and twelve and-a-half from the la 

end; good coal is found in the neighbourhood. 
Tangho may become a Chihli Cardiff in 
miniature; for a year or two tocome, however, 
it will chiefly be the winter mail depét for 
the seaborne letters. As long as Taku Bar 
is not too obtrusive, the Tongshan coal 
vill go up the tine to Tangku. “Tt is not 
yet definitely known if the coal measures 
close by the new port are better or worse 
than those of Kaiping. ‘The soil will. pro- 
duce groundnuts in enormous quantities 
for the South—a trade which “has been 
created: by the railway during the last 











three years, 
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SPORT 
is looking up in many phases: training for 
the Spring Meeting is in full swing; and 
the weeding out of crocks and cranks has 
begun. A most brilliant Gymkhana was 
bedwo the Recreation Ground on Saturday 
under the auspices of the Polo Club. 
Practically -the whole community turned 
“out to see the show, and the greatest interest 
and enthusiasm were manifested in the 
events equine, canine, asinine, and human. 
‘The wrestle on ass-back was the funniest 
thing seen for many a yearin Tientsin, 
though it had a prozime accessit in the 
gentlemen's side-saddle race in equestrienne 
costume, booee 2 races too were great fun; 
the tykes were taken across the ground and 
held in leash while the owners from 
the other side “ whustled on their partons ;” 
the pack came bowling across in the wildest 
excitement and most delicious ignorance 
of the meaning of the show. 

We are hoping to open the Anderson 
Pavilion with a cricket match between 
Peking and Tientsin, on Saturday next: 
this will be a novelty for Tientsin and the 
first] occasion when a civil non-residential 
team has ever visited the port. 


GENERAL. 
‘The Ministers are understood to have 
formally given their sanction to the Peiho 
Improvement Scheme. It is to be hoped 
that no time will be lost in raising ‘the 
money and getting the work begun, for the 
river is apparently worse than ever: the 
water has been within eighteen inches of 
the Bund coping-stone, but there was barely 
water enough for our biggest tow boats 
and this tov at the season when the river 
used to be regarded at its best. 

The Kuo Wén Pao has changed hands 
and is now under Japanese proprietorship. 
‘Thereby hangs a tale. The tree criticism 
and independence of this well-conducted 
vernacular journal did not quite satisfy 
the representative of one European power: 
after trying to stifle it through the 
‘Tsungli "Yamen and other more or less 
overt ways, it was at last laid on a Censor. 
This looked serious and the management 
promptly sold the whole affair as a going 
concern'to a Japanese subject, thus placin; 
the paper beyond the censure of the official 
iguoramus, “Under its new direction there 

+ is no apparent falling off in the excellence 
of ils literary fodder or the general trust- 
worthiness of its news. 

The most recent work of the progress of 
‘Japanese interests in Tientsin is seen in the 
completion of a handsome new Consulate 
from designs of Mr. A. W. Harvey 
en gop Mr. Tei will hereafter be 
housed in a manner worthy of the en- 
terprising people he represents. 


PERSONAL 

Mr. J. P. Perry of the Customs Service is 
transferred to Soochow. Mr. Perry will be 
greatly missed in sporting circles in Tien- 
tsin; our tennis champion, he has managed 
toshow a catholic taste for and to excel in 
sport in all its local forms, 

We have hud Admiral Seymour and Mr. 
George Jamieson en passant to and from 
Peking, but to our regret the exigencies of 
health’ and public business did not allow 
them to make any stay in this port. 

18th April. 














TO THE DEAF! 


A rich lady cured of her deafness and 
noises in the Head by Dr, Nicholsop’s Arti- 
ficial Ear Drums sent £1000 to his Institute 
80 that Deaf Persons who have not the means 
to procure the Ear Drums may have them 
free. Apply by letter to C..0. BRIGHT, 
Secretary, 54, Bow Lane, London, E. C. 

9 220 Mth Jun, 1898, 





WEIBAIWEL 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 





ALL QUIET. 


In spite of reports to the contrary, there 
are no changes here. ‘The forts are not 
being repaired and there has been no in- 
crease of the small Japanese garrison located 
here. For two days past there have been 
widespread rumours among all classes 
that the English Fleet is to soon come 
here. In fact, it is said that ‘on Sunday 
night a telegram came from Clrefoo to that 
effect. 

‘THE RUMOURED TRANSFER. 

‘The reason for its coming we cannot 
guess, unless it be to take over the place 
from ‘the Japanese. Next: mouth the re~ 
mainder of the war indemnity may be paid, 
and Japan may honourably evacuate the 
place. But it seems highly improbable. 
‘Though if England did secure Weihaiwei she 
would have a splendid harbour—better, it 
is said, than either Port Arthur or Kiao- 
chou. ‘Matters are in a sadly uncertain 
state in China, and it is impossible to pre~ 
dict what changes the next turn of the 
wheel may bring. 

WANTED, A PALMERSTON. 

Itccems certain that Russia has landed 
troops at and taken full possession of Port 
‘Arthur, We still await word of Mr. 
Balfour's promised announcement of British 
policy in this region, One sometimes might 

h for a few months of Palmerston with his 
le‘policy. It might in the end save a 
great deal of loss, misery, and bloodshed. 

19th April. 

‘THE CHANGE OF TENANTS. 

ust after getting off my last communica- 
tion we had definite word that on the 
evacuation of Weibaiwei by the Japanese the 
English were taking possession of the place, 
For the past four or five days a representa- 
tive of the British Goverment has been 
staying at the Japanese headquarters, and 
T have the best authority for saying that he 
has been treated with every consideration 
and kindness. His many questions, as far 
as possible, were frankly answered, Ho 
came from Chefoo on a Japauese steamer 
and to-day returned there on the same. 
The Japanese soldiers are quartered in 
several places, so that if the Admiral is to 
take over all the buildings it will necessitate 
the Innding of several small companies of 
sailors to protect them from the Chinese, who, 
otherwise, would soon relieve them from all 
trouble in that respect. Being built of 
wood the structures would have special 
attractions for the Chinese. 


THE DPROVEMENTS NECESSARY. 

To a non-expert even it seems certain 
that the place will be of very little use as a 
British coaling-station or place of shelter 
until, perhaps, a million or more of pounds 
have been laid out on it. And probably this 
isa very moderate estimate, ‘The harbour 
was all right for such moderate-sized ships 
as composed the North China squadron, but 
it will be-utterly useless for such ships as 
the Powerful, Victorious, Centurion, and one 
or two others now in the waters, With a 
rock bottom it will cost no small amount of 
money to {deepen it. But the British 
tax-payer is a patient beast-ofburden and 
will probably with equanimity shoulder the 
responsibility. 

THE EXTENT OF THE LEASE. 

‘There seems to have been nothing said 
about outlying territory so that I suppose 
only Liukungtao, “Weihai, and the 
immediate neighbourhood have been 
“leased.” 




















‘THE MORAL ASPECT. 

Under the circumstances, whether for 
Germany, Russia, or England, this word 
seems to be a simple euphemism for stealing. 
Here we are at the fagend of the nine- 


| He meant to say 





teenth century of the Christian erd, yet 
we have such doings as remind one of the 
times when men acted on “the simple 
rule, the good old plan, that he may take 
who has the power and he may keep who 
can.” 

‘THE BRITISH CLIME-DOWN. 

But, apart from the moral aspect of the 
question, after all the tall talk of English 
statesmen and newspapers it is a sorry climb- 
down. The position originally assumed was 
admirable from every stand-point. But 
now what can England say to others who 
may grab bigger slices of teritory It 
now ‘looks even probable that the first 
decade or two of the twentieth century will 
see the final dividing up of this most ancient 
of empires. For nations, as well 9s in- 
dividuals, there seems to be a tide in their 
affairs which {taken at the flood leads on 
to fortune. China has missed the flood tide 
and must suffer the inevitable consequences. 

HOW 15 JAPAN COMPENSATED? 

We presume that Japan quite agrees to 
the arrangement and wonder how she has 
been “squared.” A free hand in Corea, 
backed up, if necessary, by the active 
eoroperation of Bagland?” Te doesnot seem 
Wkely, yet who Knows? ‘Time alone will 
show. 


16th April. 








WEIHSIEN, SHANTUNG 


(FRox OUR OWN coRRESPONDENT) 





CHINGTAO GOSSIP. 


Reliable information confirms the report 
that the railway from the new German 
territory to Chinanfu is an assured enter 
prise. “The survey is now being vigorously 
pushed and the rails are on the way from 
Germany. ‘There seems to be a total eclipse 
of Kiaochou Bay with the cities of Chimei 
and Kiaochou as a sort of corona, while the 
penumbra in the shape of Chino-German * 
sovereignty, extends 50 kilometres (100 Zi) 
beyond the limits of the foreign territory, 
We are assured also that the port will be 
‘open to the world’s commerce, aud doubtless 
this city will (in time) become the hub of 
the universe. The Weihsienite may one day 
find himself within an easy two days of 
Shanghai (the other hub), instead of having 
to travela weary six days to Chefoo, only to 
find himself further from his destination 
than when he started. Think of it! This 
somehow reminds the writer that either a 
slip of the pen or a freak of the compositor 
some days ago caused him to propose that the 
railway traverse the district of “Pohsing.” 

Poshan, for no more hope- 
Jess route for the iron horse could be selected 
then the swamp-infested country of the 
formername. We hope the German Empire 
may not have been misled by that little 
blunder. We heard that a serenade was 
played in honour of the first foreign Indy’s 
arrival at Chingtao a few days ago. We 
do not wish to pluck the honourable lady’s 
laurels, indeed we congratulate her upon 
her unique distinction, but on the 19th of 
February, 1895, the writer witnessed a pro- 
cession of five foreign women wending their 
way over the sandy beach of the said locality 
to board the USS. Yoritown. That was dur- 
ing the war with our neighbours from be- 
yond the Yellow Sea. 


THEY OBJECT TO THE SQUEEZE, 


‘The natives of Longanhsien are greatly 
org over the exorbitant tax levy to 
which they are being subjected. As is well 
beg arg eg potees China are rated in 
sycee, but the landholder must pay in co 

pereash. This for reasons best Pnown to 
the yamén. Hence two silver rates are 
usually quoted, one the street rate and the 
other the yamén rate. When it comes to 
paying taxes it happens'that the yamén rate 
for the tael generally far exceeds that 
of the street or cash-sl A moderate 
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difference might be justified as necessary 
for “campaign expenses.” But when 
a full 100 per cent is added, os in 
‘Lognan this year, in addition to an extra 
levy for the war indemnity, we do not 
wonder that the poor people complain. 
For instance, a man whose tax receipt 
names one tiel as the true assessment, pays 
2,350 cash, when in justice he ought to pay 
only the market value of the tael which in 
that region is barely 1,150 cash! Here is a 
g00d place for reform. 
ANOTHER CONFERENCE. 

‘The second Conference of Shantung Pro- 
testant missionaries has been arranged for, 
to convene at Weilisien in October next. 
‘The first of the series was held five years 
ago at Chingchoufi. 

1th April. 





NOTES FROM THE SOUTH. 

(eos oun OWN CoRRESPONDENT.) 

‘THE WEATHER. 

‘Phe fine weather and the drought last 
recorded have continued with no interrup- 
tion except a sharp thunderstorm rather 
prolonged last Saturday night, which laid 
the dust and made things plossant for a 
while as well ns supplying needed moisture 
for the crops. More rain is now, however, 
sadly needed for the rico crops on the 
opposite mainland and farmers are growing 
anxious. ‘Today it is quite moist and 
muggy, a true foretaste of the moist heat of 
the approaching summer. 


OUTDOOR sPoRTS 
are now reduced to polo, golf, tennis, 
cling (till immensely popula) ‘and tl 
Gymkhanas, ono of which will be held this 
afternoon at the Race Course, Happy Val- 
Jey. ‘The programme containing six events 
is'a very strong one, and good sport may be 
expected judging by the entries. 

PRINCE HENRY OF PRUSSIA. 

After a stay of upwards of a month in this 
Colony, H.R. H. Prince Henry of Prussia left 
here on Wednesday in the German cruiser 
Gefion tor Shanghai. The Prince arrived 
here on the 8th ult, and, except during 
his brief visits to Canton, Macao, the West 
River, and Swatow, was for the greater 

jortion of the time the guest of H. E. 
Benerat Black at Government House. His 
Royal Highness leaves behind him pleasant 
recollections of his amiability and unaffected 
manners, and we trust he has carried away 
with him equally agreeable impressions of 
Hongkong. 

VOLUNTEER INSPECTION AND PARADE. 

On Thursday afternoon the Hongkong 
Volunteer Corps turned out, under com- 
mand of Major Sir John Carrington, on the 
Parade for the annual inspection by H.E. 
the Major-General Commanding. The two 
Companies (Field Gun and Machine Gun) 
headed by their new drum and fife ban 
marched down from Headquarters in a 
quite imposing manner, with no less than 
fourteen guns, and mustering altogether 
184of all ranks. After going through various 
mancuvres and marching’ past, they were 
formed up, and General Black made a 
very encouraging address to the force, 
giving them great commendation both for 
their smart appearance and excellent shoot- 
ing. They were then dismissed to Head- 
quarters where the Commandant intimated 
to them that the General had asked him to 
eay he had omitted to mention that they 
had drilled better on this than on any 
previous inspection at which ELE. had been 
present, 

‘THE MOUNT AUSTIN BARRACES 
haye not yet been occupied by the troops 
owing to the non-arrival of certain fittings, 
&e, fom England, The buildings will, 
however, it is anticipated, be ready for 
cecupation on the Ist proximo, when four 











companies of fthe King’s Own (Lancaster) 
Regiment, will be transferred thither from 
the Victoria Barracks, which will then be 
taken over by the Royal Artillery. who 
are under notice to leave the North 
Barracks, which are wanted for the ex- 
tension of the Royal Naval Dockyard, the 
work on which is shortly to be commenced. 
‘The addition to the Artillery is now ex- 
pected to arrive during the summer, and 
this Corps will then number, with the 
Asiatic Companies, nearly 1,200 men. 


THE SANITARY BOARD AND PLAGUE. 
PRECAUTIONS. 

‘At a special meeting of the Sanitary 
Board, held on the Lith inst, afer & 
lengthy discussion it was decided not to 
declare Chinese Kowloon and the outlying 
districts infected, but to advise the Govern- 
ment to communicate with the Viceroy at 
Canton in order to ascertain whether any 
precautions could be taken to prevent 
plague cases from Chinese Kowloon from 
coming over into this Colony. It was also 
decided to permit the removal of plague 
patients from the Colony from certain 
Specified wharves where officers of the Board 
could be on duty to obtain their names and 
addresses; no other movement to be allowed 
until the address has been verified, mat 
sheds to be erected on the wharves for the 
temporary accommodation of such patients, 
On the proposition of the President, it was 
resolved to recommend to the Government 
that the bodies of ns who had died of 
the plague and which had been surrepti- 
tiously placed in the streets should be 
cremated, in the hope of checking the 
practice of abandoning the dead, 

LECTURE ON VASCO DA GAMA. 

‘The occasion of the fourth century of the 

discovery of the sea passage to India by the 
reat Portuguese navigator was availed of 
yy Mr. J. J. Francis, Q.C., to deliver a lec- 
ture on the subject to the Odd Volumes 
Society at the City Hall on the 13th inst. 
‘The learned Q.O. gave a highly interesting 
history of this important event and the 
navigation leading up tot, and wound up an 
eloquent lecture by saying that although 
Portugal's glory in. these Eastern seas has 
departed so far as her possessions are con- 
cerned, the glory must always remain to 
Portugal and the Portuguese nation of 
having been the pioneers of trade, of com- 
merce, and of empire throughout the East. 
‘Mr. Romano, Consul-General for Portugal, 
proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the 
lecturer, which was carried by acclamation. 
‘The room was crowded to its utmost caps 
city, and included a large muster of Por- 
tuguese. 
NEW JOINT STOCK CONCERN. 

Another new Limited Company has just 
been floated, namely the “Star” Ferry 
Company, Limited. “It has been formed, 
with a capital of $100,000, divided into ten 
thousand shares of $10 each, to acquire and 
work the Ferry service between Hongkong 
and Kowloon, hitherto run by Mr. D. Now- 
rojee—a very paying concern. The directors 
are Mess. A Haupt, C..S, Sharp, and 
E.S. Whealler, and Mr. E. Osborne will 
‘act as secretary. ‘The shares were promptly 
taken up and considerably over subscribed. 


NEW STEAMSHIP LINE To CHINA. 

‘The Indra line of steamships belonging to 
Messrs. J. R. Roydon & Co., Liverpool, are 

ing to run vid the Far Esst and New 
Fork. ‘The first vessel of the line, the 
Indrani, has passed the Suez Canal, and 
will be’ here in about twelve days. The 
steamers are large, carrying some 7,000 tons 
of cargo. Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co. 
are the agents. 


NAVAL INTELLIGENCE. 


‘There is scarcely any naval news of any 
interest to chronicle, and the only departure 
has been that.of the German cruiser Gefion 








on the 13th inst. for Shanghai with Prince 
‘Henry of Prussia on board. The 
land ‘snd the Kaiserin Augusta 





Kowloon, the former having some heavy 
repairs yet tocomplete. ‘The British cruiser 
Jmmortalité came out of dock on the 14th inst. 
and left for the North yesterday, The 
American Squadron are all still here and 
will be augmented, probably to-morrow, 
by the arrival of the cruiser Baltimore. 
A gunvessel is also expected daily from 
Singapore, and will, I hear, act as dispatch 
vessel to the flagship, 
ANOTHER TIGER STORY. 

According to a Chinese account Mr, 
Stripes has been seen at Wong Nei-cheong. 
‘At Mr. Tam Ho's dairy the other day a 
feat was seized and mangled by an animal 

ielieved at the time to be a large dog. An 
Todian watchman, however, has found tho 
spoor, which he declares to be that of 
tiger. Here is a chance for the local 
shikarries! It is to be feared, however, 
that the beast has ere this made tracks 
‘again for the mainland. They can swim 
across the Lyeemoon Pass. 

‘THE PLAGUE AT MACAO AND CANTON. 

At both Macao and Canton there area 
good many cases of plague reported. At the 
latter city it is said to be increasing lately, 
as many as fifty persons having died in ono 
street, which is occupied by Mahommedans, 

In the island there is still a great deal of 
small-pox about, I am told by a native 
recently returned that it is of a peculiar typo 
and often proves fatal in about four days, 


Hongkong, 16th April. 














LONDON. 


(rnost oR OWN CORRESPONDENT) 
——— 
siz YoREION SECRETARY. 


Thore is appily no ground for believing 
that Lord Salisbury’s illness is more sovero 
than the official announcements indicate, 
He has hada bad attack of influenza ; it 
unfortunately occurred at a time when a 
number of pressing foreign questions re- 
gquited his attention, and the result of his 
jevotion to duty was a relapso 
covery had commenced. But the 
of Mr. Balfour being placed in charge of 
the Foreign Office has given rise to renewed 
rumours of an approaching change in the 
Cubinet. Lord ‘Sulisbury, it is thought, 
will not fill much longer the dual office of 
Prime Minister and Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs. It has been surmised that Lord 
Cromer will be brought home from Egypt 
to direct the Foreign Office, and the sugges- 
tion is generally regarded ‘as by no means 
improbable, Mr. Chamberlain would per- 
haps like the post, but he is as unpopular 
as ever with the young Tory party, and his 
appointment would be followed by a split 
in’ the Unionist ranks, In the unlikely 
event of Lord Salisbury finding it necessary 
to rotire altogether from the Governmenit 
the choice of a successor would probably 
lie betiwaen the Duke of Devonshire and 
Mr. Balfour. Luckily, 
‘THE FAR EASTERN QUESTION 

has hecome a little lesa critical than it was, 
and Lord Swlisbury can therefore be the 
better spared. It is understood, too, that 
although the noble Marquis is ‘unable to 
attend at the Foreign Office and is forbidden 
to be troubled with matters of detail, he is 
still consulted onall questions of importance. 
The foreign question in which at the mo- 
ment greatest interest is taken is the threat- 
ened war between the United States and 
Spain; and fortunately thisdoes not directly 
conceth us, for there is no doubt that if 
war does break out we shall observe a strict 
neutrality. 





















IN PARLIAMENT 
the two most significant events of the week 
have been a debate on ‘Home Rule all 
Round,” which fizzled away in a‘count-out, 





Deutsch- na 
remain at | ao little interest being taken in it, and the 
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vote of something like two and a-half 
million pounds for public buildings in 
London. Some of these have of course 
long been projected, and their completion 
will add enormously to the beauty and 
interest of the Capital. A new War 
Office is to be built in Whitehall on a site 
immediately facing the Horse Guards. At 
the front of Parliament Street, which is 
already being widened to the full width of 
Whitehall, a great new group of Govern- 
ment buildings is to rise up and accommo- 
date the Board of Trade, the Education 
Department and to some extent the Local 
Government Board ; a head office for the 
Post Office Savings Bank is to be erected 
in Kensington ; and no less than £800,000 
is to be applied to the completion of 
South Kensington Museum; and in 
addition to all this another £150,000 
is ta be spent on the Admiralty, aud so 
well is the need for all these buildings 
recognised that this enormous vote raised 
no protest except from a little band of 
Trish: irreconcileables. When the whole 
‘scheme has been carried out, Whitehall 
will be ono of the finest streets to be seen 
anywhere in the world, and we shall have 
‘a worthy home for our art collections at 
Kensington. 
THE MODERATION OF THE PROGRESSIVES. 

At the last moment before the initial 
meeting of the new London County Council 
better counsels prevailed with the Progres- 
sives, and they consented to make their 
opponents a present of the Deputy 
Guteautip and of two out of the ten 
‘Aldermanic chairs. Mr. McKinnon Wood, 
the former leader of the Progressive Party, 
has been given the Chairmanship, Lord 
Welby the Vice-Chairmanship, and Mr. 
Harris, a Moderate, the Deputy Chairman- 
ip. "The Progressives have done wisely 
in not acting too strictly on the principle 
of the spoils to the victors, which would 
have beon all the more unjustifiable seeing 
that although the Progressives have tho 
substantial majority of twenty-two among 
the elected councillors, the majority of 
electors by whom they were returned 
was exceedingly narrow. The metropolitan 
Unionist members have been urging the 
Government to introduce their London 
Municips! Reform Bill in spite of the ver- 
dict of the constituencies as given at the 
County Council elections, and time will 
show whether they the courage to 
adopt this advice. Sir Walter Besant, the 
new historian of London, has rung a pean 
of jubilation over the ‘ Saving of London” 
from being split up into a score of petty 
municipalities ; but he has perhaps been a 
little premature. From his point of view 
there is certainly this to be said for the 
Progressive Party. ‘They may be ruthless 
revolutionists but they have always done 
their best to preserre those interesting 
relics of ancient London which are dis- 
appearing day by day. 

AN EXCITING CASE. 

‘Wo have been greatly excited this week 
over a ‘‘sham burial’ case. Some days 
ago a Mrs. Druce obtained a provisional 
‘order for the opening of her father-in-law's 
‘vault in Highgate cemetery. Her conten- 
tion was that the late Mr. Druce was 
not dead at the time when his supposed 
funeral took place—that for some purpose 
of deceit from which her son was the 
ultimate sufferer a coffin filled with 
Jond was placed in the vault and 
‘Mr. Druce went into hiding under an 
assumed name. He was subsequently con- 
fined in-an asylum, she said, under the 
name of Dr. Harmer. So much éf the 
story was told in Court; but to newspaper 
interviewers Mrs. Druce told a far more 
interesting tale. Her father-in-law, she 
said, though he sometimes passed as Mr. 
‘Druce and sometimes as Dr. Harmer, was 
in reality the fifth Duke of Portland—the 
eccentric riobleman who built the subter- 
raneous apartments at Welbeck, and of 

















whom so many strange stories are told. 
And his wife was a daughter of the fifth 
Earl of Berkeley, whos» romance may be 
found in the pages of Burke. Mrs. Druce 
further hinted that the Duke's reason for 
livingunderanassumed name wasthnthe had 
murdered his brother, Lord George Ben- 
tinck, whose sudden death in 1848 created 
some sensation at the time. ‘The story 
filled pages in the Sunday papers, and un- 
thinking people bogan to anticipate another 
Law Court romance which should rival in 
interest the Tichborne case. Buta little 
investigation has confirmed the impression 
which the first bare outline of the story 
made on the minds of most reasonable 
people. It is tho tale of a mad woman, 
fall of inconsistencies and absurdities. Pre- 
posterous claims of this sort are familiar 
enough to lawyers; and the only really 
remarkable fact about the present case is 
that Dr. Tristram should have allowed 
himself to be persuaded into issuing a 
faculty for the opening of the grave. Mrs. 
Druce’s son, whom she avers to be the 
trae Duke of Portland, is in Australin, and 
there is nothing to show that he is any 
party to the claim made on his behalf. 








POOR NELLIE! 

The social event of the week has been 
the great benefit performance to Nellic Far- 
ren at Drury Lane. Tho famous old theatre 
has seen some notable benefit performances 
in its time, but never anything to equal 
this. The performance was to begin at 
half-past twelve on Thur-day ; and immedi- 
ately after the doors were closed upon the 
pantomime on Wednesday night a score or 
0 of people took their places outside the 
gallery door. 

On’ Thursday morning. there was no 
getting near the theatre, and no one who 
had not secured his seat weeks ago, lefore 
even the booking office was open, stood the 
remotest chance of getting in unless he had 
waited at least five hours outside the 
gallery or amphitheatre door. ‘There was 

ardly an actor or actress in London who 
did uot appear in one or other of the 
monster list of entertainments; and when 
Nellie held her reception the ‘enthusiasm 
was indescribable. Unfortunately the 
rheumatic affection from which she is 
suffering is pronounced incurable, and she 
will never act again ; but the £6,000 result- 
ing from the benefit will at least secure her 
from want for tho remainder of her days. 


18th March. 








Peking Gazettes. 





ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTE. 








Specially translated for the North-China 
Heratd. 


2nd January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

We have received a special memorial 
from Hu Yii-fén, Governor of Peking, 
describing the good work done by the 
Chih Shan-t‘ang Charitable Institution, in 
the Western City, in relieeing the distress 
and feeding thousands of famine refugees 
from the neighbouring towns 
relief work has been done by the abwve 
noted Institution than any of the other 
charitable concerns in the other four cities 
of the Capital. ‘The memoriatis:, there- 
fore, states that the 300-pieul grant of 
cereals given by Imperial bounty at the 
beginning of the cold weather has uot 
been found sdequate to supply the 
wants of the nuuerous ayplicants for re’ief 
and prays that an extra gift of grain be 
bestowed on the said Institution at an 
early date. We hereby command the 
Directors of the Imperial Granaries to 








send nnother special grant of 400 piculs 
of cereals to the ssid Chih Shan-t‘ang 
Institution as a mark of extra Imperial 
bounty. Let the yaméns concerned take 
note. 
Std January, 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie reports that his men cap- 
tured yesterday « number of m-n red- 
handed, with arms in their hands, while 
engaged in broad daylight in abducting 





ayouns gitl belonging to the people and 
whose parents are honest but poor. The 
girl was rescued and seven ont of 


the eight desp-radoss emcerned wero 
caught. We horeby command tint tho 
malefactors be handed over to the Board 
of Punishments for trial and sentenco ac- 
cording to the laws of the land, and that 
strict search be made for the remaining 
desperado still at Inege 

(2) We have received a memorial from 
the Censor’Ting Chih-shih stating that 
he has found a serious flaw in the * Lint of 
Deserving Officers ”*handed in by the Vice- 
roy of the Shen-Kan provinces and his 
colleagues soon after the pacification of the 
Mahommedan rebellion in the prefecture 
of Gsining, Kansu province. The me- 
morialist gives ay un instance, two persons, 
namely, Chang Hsin-t‘ai, » former deputy 
sub-prefect of Pingyang, Shansi province, 
and sub-equontly cashiored for oruel treat- 
nen’ of the inhabitants under his jurisdic. 
tion ; and Yang Mao-yunn, a chigjén and ex- 
pectant district magistrate of the 4th class 
of Shensi. ‘These two mon, declares the 
memorialist, were never neat the scene uf 
the fighting’ against the Kansu rebels and, 
moreover, tho character borne by them 
was by no means savoury, henes ther» 
should be an investigation into tho caso of 
theso two men to find out how their 
mes cue to be included in the lis of 
“deserving officers" noted above, We 
agroe with the memorialist that an in- 
vestigation ought to be mada into this affair 
and hereby command the Board of Civil 
Appo ntments to do so. 

4th January. 

Contains a number of edicts appointing 
various «fticers of the Imperial Household 
to sacrifice at certain temples during tho 
pinese new year festival inthe Intter part 

f the present month, 

No other pupers of interest, 




















: 21st January. 
No papers of interest. 
28rd January. 


couRT crRotLaR. 

His Majesty partook of tho sacriticial 
meats this morning in stato, and graciously 
commanded certain portions to be distri- 
buted to the various Princes, Dukes, no- 
bles and ministers of the Imperial Contt, 
after which his Majesty visited the Eu 
press Downgor at the S suthern Lake, 

No papers of interest. 

24th January. 
IMPERIAL DEOKEES. 

(1) We have received a memorial from 
Wei Kuang-tao, Governor of Shensi, den- 
ouncing a number of his subordinates who 
have been guilty of various misdemeanours 
during the year just closed. He denqunees 
one Huang ‘ien-sih, an expectant sub- 
prefect of Shensi of the 3rd class, for 
misappropriation of ths public revenues 
while placed in charve of a likin station at 
a place called Chihchuan, Shonsi ; a'so 
Tang Chin-chung, an expectant gaol- 
warien of the ud el:ss, who when ordered 
to take charge of a lot of mulberry aaplings 
for distribution among the farming popula- 
tion to eucourage the art of sericulture 
amongst them, took advantage of the 

















occasion to pass a quantity of guods through 


the likin stations under cover of the said 
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mulberry trees, thus aiding unscrupulous 
merchants in defrauding the revenues. 
We hereby grint the request of the said 
memorialist and command that the xbove- 
named dishonest officers bo forthwith 
cashiered and dismissed the service. The 
following officers also are complained of : 
Chen Hsiung, district magistrate of Shih- 
ch‘uan, who is t-o old and senile for the 
position ho now holds, which requires a 
man of energy ard activity ; also Chu 
Chih-yen, gxolwatden of the Shangnan- 
hsion district mngistracy, whose constant 
illness has rendered him unfit for the 
duties of his post. We hereby command 
that these two officers be ordered to resign 
their pos's nnd retire into private life. 
A complaint is also made ayainst one 
Wang Ts‘sh, who has been found to give 
decisions in suits brought before him 
according to his own ideas and not ac- 
cording to Inw, in  spita of remon- 
strances from his superiors. As the said 
official, however, ia a chinshih in literary 
rank, he is more fit to hold the rank of 
nu director of studies than a mavi-- 
tracy, and we hereby. command the said 
Wang -¢h to resign his present post at 
once and to place himself under the Board 
of Rites for appointment ta « directorship 
of studies of the 3rd class. Th+ Boards 
concerned in the above matters are hereby 
commanded to take note of the same. 

(2) Owing to an attack by robbers 
upon certain missionaries the uther day 
in Chiiy® district, Shantung province, 
resulting in the death of some of the 
said missionaries, the said robbers have 
been captured and punished according 
to law, We now command that Li 
Ping-héng, then Governor of Shantung 
but promoted to the Viceroy-ship of Sze- 
chuan, be ordered 10 resign his appoint- 
ment, and becwse he was not able to 
prevent such attacks of robbers while 
holding the supreme control of the pro- 
vinee of Shantung. he has been guilty 
of reprebeusible conduct and he is hereby 
handed to the Bo of Civil Appoint- 
ments for the determination of an 
penalty, Thesaid Govern 
nt the time, numely. Hyi Liang (Manchu) 
‘Trotni of the Yor 's'no-Chi Intendaney; 
Wan Pén-hun, Brigadier-General of the 
Military Circuit of Ts‘acchoufu ; and Sh»o 
Ch‘ong-chao, prefect of the said prefecture 
of Ts'nochoufu, are hereby also to be 
handed to the Boards concerned for deter- 

ination of ndequare peualtie. As for 
district magistrate of Chii- 

having proved himself 
mostincapable in his duties, with an effete 
police organisation, and furth-r-failing to 
report promptly tho occurrence of th» 
attack and murder of the said mi-si.n-ries 
by robber. in his district, we co- mand 
that he be cashiered and dismissed for his 
misconduct. News has «Iso reached us of 
an attuck on a missionary chapel in Shoui- 
chang district. We hereby command that 
an investigation be made into the conduct 
of tho district magistrate. Chuang Wei- 
lieh, and if he should be found to have 
also’ beon guilty of reprehensible conduct 
we command the new Governor of Shan- 
tung to denounce the said officer to us. It 
is also reported that fight« have occurred 
in (hiningchou, Hots¢hsien, Shanhsien 
and Ch‘engwuhsien between Christians and 
the people ‘the sub-prefect and district 
magistrates concerned are hereby com- 
manded to be removed from office or trans- 
ferred, as the case may be, for being unable 
to keep the peace in their several jurisdic- 
tions, Now Shantung has held the name 
of being a land where the proprieties 
have been taught and practised since the 
earliest times in our history, while the 
literati have also had the self-respect to be- 
have themselves according to the doctrines 
of Confucius; but the common, ignorant peo- 
ple are wild and most ignorant of the rules 
of, good behaviour and hence have been 
Known to attack and destroy missionary 
chapels, etc, But this habit must not-be 





















































allowed to pass by unnoticed and therefure 
must be stopped at once ; and we also look 
to it that the local authorities concerned 
are henceforth to stric'ly probibir all un- 
seemly and riotous conluct on the part of 
the people. Not only with rega-d to Shan- 
tung prorince alonejbut the who'e empire. 
Let it be hereby proclaimed to the various 
‘Tartor-Generals, Viceroys and Governors 
that if hereafter it be found that riots have 
ocourred against missionaries and ‘their 
chapels capital punishment will he the 
fate of the participan’s thereof according 
to the law promulgated in our decree in 
the 6th moon of the 15th year of our reign 
(July, 1889). There will certainly be no 
werey shown, 




















25th January. 
No papers of interest. 


26th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 

We have received the memorial of the 
Board of Civil Appointments asking that 
someone be appointed Inspector for the 
year of the Gioro (members of the Imperial 
Clan, ninth in order of descent) schools in 
the Capital, We hereby appoint Wen Hai 
to the said post. 


27th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

E-k6-t'ang-4, Tartar-General of Féng- 
tien, Manchuria, complsins that various 
Mongo! chiefs and nobles have recently 
been squabbling amongst themselves about 
the possession of certain tracts of land in 
Féngtivn, which each claims to have 
been handed duwn ty him from early 
times, in consequence of which the m-mo- 
rinlist has lately be-n_ receiving 
number of petitions arking fur dee 
the petitioners’ favour. 
man 
look into the. records of the 46th year o 
the reign f the Into Emperor Chvien Lung 
(1781), when maps were made of the terri- 
tories ‘apportioned to the various tribes 
and loagues of Mongols in that region ‘Tue 
said Superintendency shll then send pro- 
perly qualified officers t+ Moukden, who 
shall go with thx depatirs of th» said 
morialist and mark of the true bound 
of the country in dispute. I. this woy the 
chaotic condition of the tersitory com- 
plained of hy E-k‘6-t'mng & may be at once 
straightened out and peace restored in the 
said country. 

28th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 

We hare received two memorials, one 
from Kao Sih-tséng, a Censor, sugg-sti 
that in fature examinstions for the iilirary 
degrees, the candidates be examined in 
shwrpshooting with modern rifles instrad 
of the ancient bow and arrow ; and «ne 
menioria! from Jung Lu, President of the 
Board of War, recommending thar subjects 
on foreign intercourse with China be also 
added to the curriculum on the occa-ious 
of the ssid military examinations. ‘The 
Grand Council and the Boart of War are 
hereby cominanded to report upon the said 
two memorials. 


29th January. 
No papers of interest. 
30th January. 
court crncutaR. 





ns in 
We hereby com- 
the Mongolian Suptrintend ney to 





























dynasty and then went to the Southern 
Lake to pay obeisance to the Empress 


Dowager. Upon returning to Peking at 
noon his Majesty presided over the annual 
banquet given to the visiting Mongol 
Prine-s, Dukes and Nubles inthe Tzekuing 
‘Throne Pavilion. 
Sist January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) ‘Ting Shih-pin is appointed Taotai of 








the Yen-Yi-Ts‘ao-Chi Intendancy of Shan- 





tung vice Bsi Liang (Manchu) [removed 
from that post owing to the murder of the 
two German priests at Chiiy¢—Translator]. 

(2) Hsi Liang, ex-Taorai of the Yeu-Yi- 
Ts'ao-Chi Intendancy of Shantung, is 
hereby transferred to he Tuotaiship of 
the Ch'-Ning Intendaney of Shansi. 











Meetines 





THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 
dregeana: 


Ata meeting of the Council held in the 
Board Room, No. 23, Kiangse Road, 
nesday, the 13h April, 








Present :—Messrs, J. S. Fearon, (Chair- 
ian), F. Anderson. R. Inglis, J. Prenti 
M. Rohde, 5. Shellim, A. P. Stokes, 
Welch, the Secretary, and the Assistant 
Secretary. 

The Summons alling the meoting is taken 
ws read. 

The Minutes of last meeting aro read, 
confirmed, signed by the Chairman, and 
passed for publication. 

Cash Statement for the past week is 
submitted, and cheques for sundry ace 
counts are signed. 

Return of Prisoners apprehonded and 
police daily reports for the pyst week ura 
submitted. 

Sanitar 
Pho follo 
to be publ 


Health Officer's Report for March 1898. 


Deaths registered in the Foreign Community 
during March. — 
1897. 1898, 
0 0 


20 0 
‘Total from all ca 5 7 
Death-rate por thousand ... 9.6 13,5 


Deaths registered among the Chinese in- 


habiting the Settlement North of the Yang- 
kingpang during March. — 












Department—Health Offcer.— 
eport for March is urdered 





hes 






Smmall-pox 
Enteric Fover 





1897. 1898, 
Small-pox 10 12 
‘Total from all causes 246 220 





All the small-pox deaths occurred in Hong- 
kew. 
Infectious Diseases Notification (Foreign com- 
munity). ‘The following is the total number 
f reported during tho four weeks 
onding Saturday, March 26th : 
Measles 
Scarlet fever. 
Small-pox 
Diphtiterin 
Whooping-cougi 
Enteric fever 
‘Typhus 
Cholera 
Dysentery. 
Influenza 
Chieken-pox. 















Bo-comonous 





Total...20 


Sixteen reports were received during the 
month. 

















Polies Sick returns 
Under Unfit for Sent to 
treatment, duty. hospital. 

19 7 4 

33 13 10 

Other Aiunicipai employés unde 
treatment ~ 2B 
Police reeruit 

Examined. Passed. Rejecte'. 

1 1 0 

u 1 1 


man alleged to have been 
* from « Chinese polive 
constable. Nosign of injury could be detected 
and death was probably due to natural 
causes, Cortificate given to this effect. 
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March 25th—Examined a Chinaman as to 
alleged injury by blows on head from a 
Tapanese. A certificate was given as to 
neture of lesion. 

Lock: Hospital :— 

Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 
week. week. week. week. 
In-patients... 


8s 6 9 9 
Out-pationte 097-9598 149 

Vaccine preparations :— 

A calf was racciuated towards the end of 
the month with a view to preparing a fresh 
atock of glycerinated calf vaccine. 

Laloratory :—Cultivations were mede 
‘apecimeus taken from the throats of 
thought to be suffering from diph- 





















pati 
thera; the characteristic bacillus was found 
in four of these. 


ix specimens of blood ‘were examined in 
cases of suspected typhoid fever. In two of 
these the diagnosis was confirmed. 

‘A specimen of milk was received on March 
30th and an analysis was made, “bat no 
adulteration or poisonous addition was found. 

‘Miscellaneous.—The duties of Health 
Officer were transferred to me by Dr. Hender- 
son on 21st March. 

‘The out-door sanitary work has consisted 
chiefly in becoming acquainted with the 
disttict generally and with the Municipal 
works relating to sanitation. 

I have visited the garbage yard on the 
Soochow Creek, the garbage shoots in 
Hongkew and have ascended thé Soochew 
Creek to view the spots where garbage has 
sometimes been deposited. 

















I have visited also with the Council’s 
Engineer the slaughter houses and cattle 
sheds, the factory for concrete ware, the 
Cholera Isolation Hospital and the proposed 
vaceine station. I have also inspected the 
Plague Hospital and Disinfecting Station, 

‘With regard to the sanitary relations of 
the distriets of the Settlement I have bo:un 
by inspecting those where auch ave most 
primitive and where there is greater nee of 
urgency of action viz., the district between the 
Peking Road and the Soochow Creek in the 
neighbourhood of the gas-works, and the 
district of West Hongkew. 

Anrute Staxer, M.D. 
B.S, Loxp,, D.P.H. 
Health Oficer. 











11th April, 1898, 








License Fees.—Monthly Summary for March is submitted and ordered for publi 





ion :— 





SUMMARY or LICENSE FEES, &c., ror 1898, acatssr 1897 anp 1896. 





























































For 1898. For 1897. For 1896. 
Description of Licenses. For March. For March For March. 
‘Total from Total from ‘Total from 
” st January. |—y, Ast January. ary. 
marge | Kcense Fee, | MTT | No.of | cease Fee. a Te ehee, | Leone Fee. | SAT" 
Sets. $ cts. $ cts. | $ cts. Sets. 
Opium-shop .. 1,483 | 5,549. 16,697.75 1468 | 5,163.25. | 15,002.50 1,317 13,389 25 
Tea-shop 387 | ‘54 1,619.20 368. | "484.30 | 1,430.50 371 1,429.20 
Wine-shop, Restaurant, 
ote. 
Pawn-sho 2 
Theatre, Concert, etc. .. 
Livery 4,174.50 
Tavorn (Forei 309.00 
Billiard and f 39.00 
Store-keeper (Native). 720.00 
256.00 589.50 
101.00 305.00 
494.50 1,199.00 
1,707 $77.95 9 | 1,531.98,1 
i 3,379 | 5,036.50 
Whoel-barrow . 5,926 | 2,309.80 
‘Water-cart .. 16 32.00 
Cart .. 356 534.00 
Look Hospital . 37 | 149.00 
Sub, ofa Police on B. W, 
Road . 21 48.00 
Butcher-shop, ote. 159 32.00 
Slaughter-Hous 29 164.89 
Cattlo-Sheds rs 669.45 





Steam Launcl 
















‘Dues on Merchandis 

































13,769.06 


















11,996.19 












Land Tax » 43,999,43 25,499.13 

Electrical Department " 10,493.54 

G. M, Rate (Fo x 10,860.47 
do. $ 50,938.45.14 
Collected to dato for] March quarter 1898. Against March quarter 1897. 

G. M. Rato (Foreign) Tis. | 14,130.64 | 14,130.64 Tis. | 11,565.43 | 12,565. 10,620.30 
do. (Native) $ | 12133.74.5 | 78,601.75.7 | § 9,161.89.7 50,714.10.68 


New Rifle Range.—The Council is inform- 
od that arrangements have been made by 
ELE, the Taotai to repair the ola Woosunz 
Railway Road from the limit of the ¥ettle- 
ment, to the new railway crossing and 
thence to connect with the new Rifle'Ranze 
by a road to be constructed so soon aa 
possible, 

Nursing Home.—It is resolved to increase | 
the scale uf fees charged for services of | 
Monicipal Nuraes—the sxid scale to be 
revised by the Finance Committee. 

Public Band.—Upon tho recommend- 
ation of tre Bund Committee the engage- 
ment in Europe of an Assistavt Band- 
master is authorised. 

Old Rifle Range Road.—The following 
correspondence is ordered to be publ 











Shanghai, th February, 1S98. 
Sm,—We, the undersigned, owners or 

occupiers of houses; on$ the ,Old;Rifle Range, 

respectfully request to know if the Council 





will now arrange for the following things to 
be done :— 

1.—To havo laid along the Range a sewer 
into which the adjoining houses can be 
drained. 

2.—Permission granted to the Waterworks 
Company to lay pipes along the Range to 
enable the occupiers of the houses to have a 
water supply in their houses 

3.—To have removed the posts which block 
the entrance to the Range at the East end 
thereof. 

We ask the Council to carry out the above 
for the following reasons :— 
1.—With regard to the question of 
drainage :—The Council are aware of the 
fact that on account ofthe smallness of the 
lots, and for other reasons, it is impossible to 
carry out a ‘proper system of private 
drainage. The district” surround the 
range is being rapidly built over to meet the 
requirements of a large and growing com- 
munity, therefore fthe Council will duly 
appreciate the danger arising from an imper- 




















feot system of drainage in the midst of a 
populous ares, 


With regard to the supply of Water- 





as the Council are also aware, just 
as necessary asa proper aystem of drainage. 
At present’ the occupiers of the houses have 
to run the risk of the water heing polluted as 
it is being conveyed in buckets along dusty 
roads and through dirty alleyways, Ans 
other reason why the Waterworks Company 
should be allowed to iay their pipes along the 
range is because in case of fire, there ure no 
means of preventing any of the houses from 
being totally destroyed, and possibly, the 
spreading of the fire to other houses, 


With regard to the removal of the 
at the East end of the range s0 a8 to 
permit the occupiers of the houses to drive 
up to their abodes, we would respectfully 
suggest that the Council abaudon the 
pe-ition they still maintain in this small 














matter aud remove the unnecessary obstruc- 
tion. 
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Tho obstruction is not only a source of 
great inconvenience and annoyance to us 
personally, but also to our medical attend- 
ants, and visitors, who, through the action 
of the Council in keeping the posts up, are 
compelled to walk a constierable distance in 
all states of the weather. whereas if the posts 
were removed they might drive to the 
houses. 

We may state that we are quite prepared 
to pay Municipal taxes when the Road is 
opened. 

We have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
‘Yours obediently, 


Jas. H. Osporse. 
ET. Wituass. 

J. Szystour. 

J. C. Gran. 
‘Troxs. Freauson. 
E. D. Lixpsrros. 
J. B. Canpweit. 
£. Banker. 

J. M. W. Fansia. 
Geo, Guxpry 
Ropert Scorr. 

H. ©, Diexcxs. 

V. Vizexzixovicu. 
J. L, Rarsons, 
dso. 6) 
A, Wirsox. 








S. Lee. 
jas, PRICE. 
And others, 





J. 0. PB. Braxp, Enq, 
Secretary, 
Shanghai Musicipal Couneil. 


Municipal Council. 
Shanghai, 3rd March 1898. 

Srn,—In reply to a petition signed by a 
number of the residents along the site of the 
old Rifle Range I was recently directed 
tony, inn letter addressed to Mr. J. H. 
Osh that the Council is willing to 

Uriek, metal, make-up, pave, drain, and 
he proposed Koad on condition that 
the residents and/or ownors were agreeable 
to pay half the cost of the initial work, it 
being also understood that upon completion 
thereof they will also pay all recognised 
municipal taxcs, whether their houses are 
within or without Settloment limite. ‘The 
cost of the work has been computed at Tis 
4 per foot run of frontage and as 
residents and/or owners have alread 
their willingness to pay their moiety Iam 
now directed to request you to inform me 
whether you agree to pay your share, namely 
‘Tie 2 per foot of your frontage upon these 
conditions. 

‘The Council's reason for requesting 
contribution to the cost of the work ties in 
the fact that the removal of the old Range 
as well as the making up of the proposed 
road has been necessitated by the erection of 
the houses adjoining the Range. 

Tato, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. 0. P. Bras, 
Secretary. 

Letter addressed individually to the 
ownera along the Range. 

‘The Council’s proposals have now been 
agreed to aud arcangements are being made 
to proceed with the making up of the road 
at the earliest possible date. 


‘The Meeting then adjourns. 


‘The following reports are submitted and 
ordered to be published with the fore- 
going minutes 
Shanghai, 20th April, 1893. 
Native Dairies. —Weekly Report. 
Sm,—All the native dairies have been 
inspected during the past week. The cattle 
in Chan Loong Shing’s dairy, off the Carter 
uffering from rinderpest and 
The cattle in the other 
dairies appeared to be in a healthy condition, 
One unlicensed dairyman has béen prosecuted 
since last report. 
‘The following is a list of the licensed 
Aairies -— 















































i, Bubbling Well Road. 





Yuen Sung, * 

Zeang Sung, Sinza Road. 
‘Chang Kee, 4 
Soon Suu Chun, }, 


Sui Chon is 
Shanghai Dairy Co., off Carter Road. 
Ah Chung, ao we 

Zee Butler, a a 

Nee Shing’ Bh mae 
Shanghai Dairy, Yan, 


y, Yangtsepoo. 
Wang Fong Shin, off Seward Road. 
Mo Hung Shing, Li Hougkew. 
me Sin Tei, 

long Hing, 
Looug Sheog, 4 
Char Mow Zang, Sicawei Road. 
Hen Yun Sing, ys 
‘Tai Woo, French Creek. 

Tam, Si 





Jous Cunistiz, 
Inspector. 
‘To Dr. Stasuey, 
Medical Officer of Health, Shanghai. 


Police.—Return_ of apprehensions, ete., 
made by the Municipal Police during the 
week onding the 16th day of April, 1898 : 


Offences, 





No. of appre- 
hensions, 
Arson .. 1 


Breach of Municipal Regulations 





























Burglary... 1 
Crueity'to Animals .. 7 
Forgery .. 1 
Fraud . Fy 
Furious riding or driving 7 
Gambling . 6 
Larceny from dwellings, et 6s 
Miscellaneous cases: 508 

icsha Licenses suspended . 405 

fs 1» sonfiseated 6 
Wheelbarrow suspended 107 
Handeart 3 


Beggars, Hawkers, and Ragpickers 


‘Total number of persons coming undor 








the ne of Police 1,855 
Chinese di bodies for M4 
Stray dogs captured. 6 


Pierre B. Parrissox, 
Captain-Superintendent, 8.3. P. 





THE CHINA ASSOCIATION. 


‘Tho fifth annual general meeting of the 
members of the above Association was held 
at tho Shanghai Club on Friday, 22nd April, 
1898. Mr. ©. J. Dudgeon took tho chair, 
and there were also present Messrs. E. F. 
Alford, J. 0. P. Bland, E. A. Hewett, 
Wado Gard'ner, G. J. Morrison, C. 
Dowdall, A. Wright, J.C. Bois, R. OM. 
Campbell, H. Gribble, Marcus Wolff, J. 
M. Young, 1. A. Sansom, H. R. Hearn, 
J. Wolch, F. Anderson, W. E, Leveson, 
A. D. Lowe, R. B. Moorhead, Lewis 
Moore, Drummond Hay, H. J. Such, H. 
J. Macray, T. W. Kingsmill, and L. Kerr 
(Secretary). ‘The Secretary having read the 
notice convening the meeting, 

‘Tho Chairman said—In asking you to 
adopt your Committee's Report for 1897, 
I feel that some apology is due for the late 
dato at which it is presented to you, for 
though the rules of the Association allow 
full latitude in the matter of the date at 
which the Aununl Meeting shall be held, 
yet it is somewhat unusual to present our 
report so late as is done on the present 
occasion. The explanation which I have to 
offer is that the momentous events of the 
past few months havo made the prepara- 
tion of a report a somewhat difficult 
matter; the rapid changes in the situation, 
and the uncertainty as to what really was 
the situation, suggested constant altera- 
tions in what had been drafted, and tended 
towards a postponement of any report 
until the political horizon had cleared. The 
report before you was prepared under these 





















difficulties, and had its preparation been 
farther postponed, some of its matter might 
again have undergone still fur ther revision. 





As an instanco--atthedatoofthe compilation 
of the report, tho position of affairs in 
North China ‘was considerably obscured, 
and it seemed that our trading interests in 
that direction were in some danger of being 
sacrificed; we had some reason for fears 
on this point in view of what seemed to be 
a. grave misunderstanding at home as to 
the real extent of Britisit interests in the 
north; both in the home press and in 
public speeches we saw statements, in some 
cases direct, in others implied, as to the 
comparative unimportance of our northern 
interests, and it seemed to us that, through 
this apparent misapprehension’ of the 
real state of the case, a most important 
section of our Shanghai trade was seriously 
menaced; consequently a paragraph in 
the report was devoted to showing what 
were our actual interests in the trade of the 
Gulf of Pechili, and I may mention that, 
with a view to correcting the seeming mis 
apprehension, other steps were taken by 
the Committee for the enlightenment of 
the public mind in England. ‘The events 
of the past few weeks, however, may fairly 
reassure us on the subject, that whether 
our interests in the north are yet rightly 
understood at home or not, no interference 
is to be permitted with our sea-borne com- 
merce in the Gulf of Pechili, and we may 
hope that the vigorous action taken to 
secure this will bo equally applied in the 
prevention of any attempts that may bo 
made to threaten our interests on land. 
Wo have, in our report, dealt at somo 
length with tho .admirable report pre- 
pared for the Government by Mr. Brenan 
upon the general stato of trade at the 
‘Treaty Ports of China ; I do not think that 
I am exaggerating when [ say that Mx. 
Brenan’s work marks the most important 
step in connection with our commercial 
rolations with China that has been taken 
in our time, and the Association is to bo 
fairly congratulated upon the successful re- 
sults of its long-urged representations as to 
the necessity of such a roport being made 5 
we have now to hopo that the sequel to 
Mr. Brenan's work will be the appointment 
of s permanent Commercial Agent, the 
pressing need of such an appointment 
heing now so plainly demonstrated. 
‘Tho appointment that wo dosiro to soo is, 
fas was stated ina memorandum published 
by this branch of the Association two 
years ago, of a special commissioner or 
commercial agent who shall have definite 
rank; accredited to tho Board of Foreign 
Affirs, yet subordinate to Her Majesty's 
Minister in Peking, we desire to seo the 
appointment made a special one, and not 
connected with other Consular duty, Mr. 
Brenan officially records, and what is fully 
as important, brings for the first time to 
public notice, a stato of affairs which, 
though well ‘and painfully known to us 
out here, hs cortainly not in the past ro- 
ceived the attontion which it deserved at 
the hands of our home authorities, and as 
to which the public generally have probably 
beon in total ignoranco ; his whole report is, 
an exposure of unchecked treaty orasion 
and, to uso his own words, Chineso con- 
tuniacy, which he shows ‘tas strangled 
enterprise, and has prevented trado ex- 
pansion in what is undoubtedly one of the 
finest commercial fields in the world. Such 
an official exposure must surely form the 
first step towards redress, for it supplios 
the knowledge of where the evils lie—a 
knowledge now no longer confined to a 
few, but given to the world. ‘The opport- 
unity for putting this knowledge to uso 
has quickly followed the publication of Mr. 
Brenan's report ; the wholesale corraption 
of the country has brought its inevitable 
results, and China'to-day is in a position 
where its very existence as an Mmpire 
hangs upon the will of foreign Powers. 
In such a mementous crisis—a crisis filled 
with all possibilities—Great Britain with 
her long and hard-earned experience—an 
experience which certainly no other nation 
can touch—must surely play the leading 
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part, and though it has been, and still con- 
tinues to be, our policy to allow all other 
ations toshare in the opportunities of our 
creation, it is surely inconceivable that we 
can allow these opportunities to be seized 
by anyone to our disadvantage. We have 
received with much satisfaction the as- 
surances of our statesmen that such shall 
not be, declarations of a policy which will 
brook ‘no interference with our trading 
“rights in this Empire, or in any part of it ; 
this necessarily means a policy directed 
towards the maintenance of the Empire's 
integrity, and opposed to partition. Gen- 
tlemen, ‘we must earnestly hope and 
trust that there will be no going back 
upon’ these deciarations, but it is not 
suficient that we should rely on hope 
and trust alone—to rely on others 
doing all the work for us; we must our- 
selves keep our shoulders to the wheel, 
and assist in the'work, so far as it may be 
in our power, by giving effect to what is 
laid down as being the first object for 
which this Association was formed, namely 
“te represont, oxpress, and give effect 
to” our views and opinions in matters 
affecting British interests, whether political 
or commercial, There are not any of us, 
Tehould imagine, who expect that we are 
suddenly to see a reformed China ; on the 
contrary there are probably many who 
think that the corruption of the country is 
beyond reform; but whether ultimat reform 
be possible or not, it can in any ease only be 
effected gradually, for it is manifestly im- 
possible that by any mere stroke of the pen 
an ingrained system of centuries can be sud- 
denly changed. Mr. Brenan's report clearly 
points to the direction in which remedial 
action should be applied. There is little 
js new in what he says: the course 
suggested is simply what has been 0 often 
urged, not only by this Association during 
the comparatively short time that it has 
been in existence but for many years pre- 
viously, by foreign merchants in China, it 
is merely the firm insistance upon the 
rights conferred by the treaties, rights 
which, through Chinese contumacy, aided 
by home indifference, have never been much 
more than a dead letter; but seeing how 
complete has been the failure of the treaties, 
remedial action must now go further, and 
jo adequate safeguards for our 
protection, trusting nothing to the 
promises of the Chinese Government. The 
hecessitous condition of China was not 
Jong in bringing tho opportunity for action 
—an opportunity which was at once seized 
by the energy and ability of our Minister 
in Peking; Sir Claude Macdonald has 
endeavoured to make a beginning of reform 
directed both towards the removal of exist- 
ing abusos and towards providing some 
hetter safeguards for the future of trade. 
‘The demands put forward included the 
opening of inland Waterways to foreign 
traftic;alsosomemensure of control over the 
ikin collection, coupled with an exte 

of the operations of the Imperial Ma 
Customs ; as we said in our report although 
we havo’ still to learn the conditions 
attached to tho practical working of these 
concessions, yet it cannot but be believed 
that they mark most important changes in 
the conditions of our trade and itis to be 
trusted that through their operation, the 
harassing conditions to which our trade 
has for so long been subjected will be speed- 
ing ameliorated, and will ultimately dis- 
appear. In our report we have laid stress 
upon the right of inland residence being 
coupled with that of freeinland navigation. 
If the transportation of merchandise is to 
be thrown open to foreign craft under 
foreign control, it is clear that there must 
of necessity follow the opening of up- 
country stations and depots where for- 
eigners or their agents can establish the 
seives for: the management of the traffic, 
and for the storage and delivery of goods. 
‘The right of inland residence was, as the 
report mentions, conceded in qualified form 
by the unratified “ Alcock Convention” of 










































1868, but the conditions attached, namely, 
that residence was only permitted for short 
periods, that no foreign homz-names were to 
be exhibited, and that foreigners were not 
permitted to interfere with the taxation 
which might be imposed by the Chinese 
authorities upon natives from whom houses 
were rented, caused: the condemnation of 
the concession as being clearly inoperative; 
wwe ate surely now in a position to claim 
that the right of inland residence be con- 
ceded, unhampered by any such restrictions. 
tis also a matter for congratulation that 
we have reason to hope that, so long as 
British trade preponderates, the office of 
Inspector-General of the Chinese Imperial 
Customs will be filled by a British subject. 
It is a fact apt to be forgotten now-a-days 
that the Foreign Customs Service was 
founded by British influence for the just { 
administration of the Tariffs and Rules, as! 
much for the benefit of the Chinese as for | 
that of foreigners; it is a service which 
has grown under the administrative ability 
of one who we only regret has for some 
years past been almost a recluse in the 
Chinese capital, but it is to be hoped that 
the Customs executive will not fail to do 
all in its power to maintain both the per- 
sonnel and esprit de corps of the service 
and so prevent decadence and discontent ; 
it is to be hoped that it will continue to be 
ged in all respects so as to secure 
services of meu of the same class as 
hitherto, thereby ensuring the maintenance 
of its high character for ability and 
integrity for which it +has been noted not 
only in China, but all over the world 
any deterioration in the service would 
be a serious blow to what now consti- 
tutes a question of high British interest. 
There can be little doubt that the 
chang-s which are being made in our 
ns with China will necessitate Treaty 
mm, the opportunity for which ean 
be claimed by the British Government at 
the conclusion of the 10 years’ period of 
the Tientsin Treaty of 1858 which falls in 
October of this year; the mereantile com- 
munity of China will no doubt be asked 
for their views in the matter of commercial 
revision, and in fact. as you know, a cor 
siderable amount of work was don this. 
direction by 8 Committeo which sat 
here Inst year. ‘The matter, however, 
is one which falls more within the 
province of the Chamber of Commerce 
bat’ we shall give all possible assistnnes, 
and I would take this opportunity 
of saying that it is to be hoped that 
any commercial revision that may be made 
will go considerably beyond a mere revision 
of the Customs Tariff, but will thoroughly 
deal with the many trade hindrances and 
anomalies which are permitted under the 
present treatie 

Gentlemen, I do not think that I need 
detain you longer except to say a word or 
two regarding the general affairs of this 
Branch of the Association; we have 
pleasure in recording a very substantial 
increase in our membership, some 30 new 
members having jaited during the year, 
but still we ought to have a much 
stronger membership than our present 
number of about 180. As to our yeneral 
work I think that, since this Branch 
was started nearly ix years ago we can 
fairly claim that we have justified our 
existence. From small beginnings the 
work of the Association here has grown to 
be of considerable importance, and itis a 
source of great gratification to know that 
our work is recognised and appreciated by 
our authorities both in China and at home; 
in this connection it would not be fitting 
were I to resume my seat without making 
special acknowledgement of the courteous 
recognition and encouragement which has 
been extended to our work by Her 
Majesty's Minister, Sir Claude Macdonald; 
the interest shown by him in all matters 
connected with our welfare, and his 








































energy in prosecuting the work of his 
high” position have been untiring; we 


‘may confidently rest assured that, in any 
changes that may be coming, our interests 
will receive the fullest consideration at his 
hands, and that, so far as he is concerned, 
no opportunity’ will be lost of upholding 
British prestige in China whether in com: 
merce, or in matters of higher policy. We 
have seen with great pleasure the. new 
honour which has recently been conferred 
upon him, and I have no: doubt that 
you will cordially approve the action 
taken by the Committee in wiring the 
cordial congratulations of the Association, 
Gentlemen, I beg to propose that the re- 
port and accounts as presented be passed. 

No questions being as 

‘The Chairman moved 
and accounts be passed. 

Mr. E. A. Alford seconded and tho ro- 
solution was unanimosly adopted. 

Mr. R. M. Campbell—Thore is ono 
matter to which you referred upon which 
I would like to take the opportunity to say 
something, and that is a matter which I 
think is of great importance to all British 
subjects in the East—the administration of 
the Customs service. I think it is a most 
fortunate thing that mattors have lately 
been arranged in such a way that it 
has been agreed that the administra- 
tion of tho Custons service shall bo 
in the hands of a British subject, but 
I should also like to take this’ op- 
portunity to say that. I hopo the China 
Association will do as much as may be in 
their power to bring to the notice of the 
igher authorities of the Customs Service 
the very proper and I think adequate and 
entirely. appropriate petition which was 
presented to the higher authorities of tho 
Customs Service regarding the general ad- 
ministration of that service. It seems to 
me that while things have changed in 
China, the Customs service, which has 
amongst its members a very large number 
of British subjects, is: not. perhaps so well 
paid or 90 much encouraged as it might be. 
And while I don’t agree that the adminis- 
tration of that service should be trammelled 
by any exclusive rights of seniority and so 
forth, yet I think as that sorvico is largely 
carried on by British subjects, and as tho 
British Government has now'a very con- 
siderable interest in the administration of 
the Custom service, if the Chinn As- 
sociation ean do anything to maintain the 
high standard of efficiency which tho 
service has always enjoyed in the past they 
shoyld do so by inducing recognition of the 
service and drawing attention in. tho 
Proper quarter to the petition lately 
Presented (hear, hear). I think if they do 
soit will be greatly to the advantage of our 
interests in China. 

The Chairman—On bohalf of the Com- 
mittee I may say wo have listened atton- 
tively to what Mr. Campbell has said. 
He will see that the matter of the Customs 
has not been overlooked by us and al- 
though we have treated it in a somewhat 
guarded fashion it is a matter which has 
occupied our very careful attention. The 
only other official business before tho 
meeting is the appointment of the com- 
mittee for this year. ‘The rules of the 
Association require that fourtern days 
notice shall be given of any candidature 
for the committee, but no names have been 
sent in, and the present committee havo 
all signified their willingness to serve 
again. (Heat, hear.) : 

Mr. Kingsmill—Under somewhat dit- 
ficult circumstances the committee have 
carried out their work extremely cre- 
ditably. They have taken such a deep 
interest in the whole position of affairs that 
I doubt if the affuirs could be placed in 
better hands than at present, and the least 
we can do is to thank them for the work 
they have done in the past year (hear, 
hear). I beg to move that they be re- 
elected. 

_ Mr. H. J. Such seconded and the mo- 
tion was unanimously carried. 





“That the report 
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The Chairman—On behalf of myself and 
the mombers of the committee I beg 
to thank Mr. Kingsmill for the kind 
remarks he has made about our work. 

Mr, Gribble—I think it will interest the 
meeting to know that the last mail from 
America brought news of an organisation 
which is being formed in New York on the 
same lines as this one, and as the policy 
of America in China is the same as our 
own I think it would be very appropriate 
to express our sympathy with the new 
Association. This organisation has been 
formed in New York, and probably a 
‘Seanch, of & will be Cpeued here. Oar 
interests are identical and likewise our 
policy, Our desire in China is to open 
up trade with the country and especially 
set our face against the shitting up of any 
doors. (Hear, hear.) I ask you to accept 
the following resolutio 

That this meeting hears with pleasure of 
the formation in New York of an American 
China Association, specially to watch the 
commercial interests of the United States in 
the Far Enst, and tenders to the new Society 
its hearty sympathy, feeling convinced that 
British and American interests are identical 
in the joint desire of both countries to 
secure for all nationalities open trading 
facilities in China. 

(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Kingsmill—In seconding this I 
think we owo a grpat deal to the United 
States during the last two years for the 
manner in which they have seconded 
our endeavours to open up China, . They 
have done it without any of those selfish 
motives which I am sorry to say have been 
s0 prevalent with the continental Powers 
of Europe with regard to the partition of 
China. (Hear, hear). 

‘The Chairman—It only remains for me 
on behalf of the committee—and I think I 
am representing their views—to say that 
we most cordially receive the resolution, 
with regard to the new Association, for 
everything in this direction must, we think, 
tend to the benefit of the general welfare 
of the East. 

‘The resolution was then carried un- 
animously and the meoting terminated. 

‘The committer as re-elected consists of 
the following: Messrs ©, J. Dudgeon 
(Chairman) B. F. Alford, J. O. P. Bland, 
G. Dowdall, Wade Gard’ner, E. A. Hewett, 
G. J. Morrison, J. L. Scott, and A. Wright. 




















YANGTSZE INSURANCE 
ASSOCIATION. 
paitiescr amas 

"The eighth ordinary general meeting 
was held on Friday, present Messrs. J. M. 
Young (Chairman), H. J. Such, B. A. 
Clatke, J. S. Fearon, and T. E.’ Sansom 
(Directors), W. S. Jackson (Secretary), J. 
Henningsen, A. Riva, J. D. Thorburn, 
Marous Wolff, P. Brunat, A.C. Hunter, 
J. H. McLaren, J. Vanderstegen, R. M. 
Campbell, F. Gove, and John Liddell, 
representating in all 3,158 shares. 

"Pho notice convening the meeting having 
been rend, 

‘The Chairman said—The minutes of 
the last ordinary general meeting held 
fon the 29th of April Inst year, having 
been printed and circulated, may, I pre- 
sume, be taken as read.’ The Report 
and Accounts to the 3lst of December, 
1897, having been in your hands for some 
time will also, with your permission, be 
taken as read. The Working Account of 
1896 and former years has continued to 
run off very satisfactorily, showing a balance 
at credit on the 3lst of December, 1897 
$187,345.15 
which: it is proposed to 

‘a dividend of $6 per share, 
Being 107 on the paid-up eapital 
of the Association, absorbing... 

















and leaving $139,345.15 
to be catried forward, which is expected 
to-prove.more than sufficient to meet all 











known and unknown claims appertaining 
to those years. I may point out that the 
dividend proposed is 10% upon the whole 
of the paid-up capital, although payment 
for 1052 shares was only received to- 
wards the end of the year. Your 
Directors t that the “same good 
fortune which attended the Association's 
operations during the previous five years 
has not beon experienced in this, for al- 
though as far as our advices went up to 
the date of last meeting, we seemed to 
have come well out of the terrible disasters 
of the first quarter of 1897, the remaicder 
of the year turned out very badly, an 
experienco we share with many of the 
oldest, wealthiest, and largest Insurance 
Companies at home who command the 
“pick” of business all over the world. 
Nearly all our losses have been by first 
class risks, and when I say there are 
very few on which loss has been sustained 
that we would not accopt again to-day if 
offered, I am giving you the best proof 
that the poor resulé of our underwriting 
last year is attributable entirely to an 
exceptional number of those misfortunes 
our customers pay us to protect them 
against. Indeed, I am glad “in making 
this statement to acknowledge the ability 
and caution of Mr. Jackson and the 
underwriters and agents who act for 
us olsewhere, for without that our losses 
might easily have been more severe. Al- 
ready last year it was generally admitted 
at home that rates were too low. This 
opinion can only have been confirmed by 
the subsequent experience, and, as there 
seems to be an inclination on the part of 
the great home-oftices ‘to do something,” I 
am not without hope of an improvement 
being effected. It is with pleasure your 
directors point to the increase in’ net 
premiaearned, namely 36.74 
against 
in 1896. 
The losses are, however, considerably 
heavier, viz. $280,154.62 or 54.38% 
agains! {$156,133.11 or 36.57% 
‘The Working Account for 1807 shows a 
baiance on Sist December of ...9226,512.92 
as against 
on the previous year's account. 
pending claims on known casualties are 
estimated at 163,000 
against . 3 
last year, your directors are unable to 
recommend’ the declaration and payment 
of a dividend out of this account at present 
and they have no doubt this will meet 
with your approval, as will also the 
strengthening of, the Reserve Fund by 
the addition of the premium realised on 
the 1,052 shares allotted towards the end 
of Inst year, as stated in the Report, 
the Reserve’ Fund having thereby been 
brought up to $516,000. The whole of 
the Association's 8,000 shares being now 
issued, with $60 each paid up, the paid-up 
capital now stands at $480,000. ‘The 
balance of $85.567.97 at credit of Exchange 
and Tnvestment Fluctuation Account is, as 
you are aware, a profit on paper only. 
‘Phe percentage of expenses to net premiia 
is 17.83 por cent. against 18.58 per cont. 
last year. Your directors are satisfied 
that all the assets of the Association are 
fully worth what they appear at in the 
Balance Sheet. Of the $123,870.96 due 
by Agencies, premia in course of collection, 
ete., about $100,000 hace since heen re- 
ceived. As regards prospects of thé new 
year, it is to soon to express an opinion, 
bat ‘several heavy losses having. already 
occurred, a return to adequate rates and 
our former good fortune would bo heartily 
welcome. “Before moving the adoption of 
the Report and Accounts, I shall be glad 
to reply to any questions shareholders 
may wish to ask, to the best of my ability. 
No questions being asked, 
‘The Chairman moved and Mr. H. J. 
Such seconded the adoption of the report, 


which was carried unanimously. 




























































‘The Chairman moved and Mr. Brodie 
Clarke seconded : “That a dividend of ten 
per cent on the paid up capital or six 
dollars a share be prid to shareholders 
registered on the 12th inst. to be payable 
at the Chartered Bank of India, Australia 
and China or the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation on the 23rd inst.” 

‘This \as unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Marcus Wolff moved that the retir- 
ing directors, Messts. J. M. Young, H. 
J. Such, B. Clarke, J. S. Fearon, and T. 
E. Sansom be re-elected. 

‘Mr. Thorburn seconded and this was 
also carried. 

Mr. Brunat moved and Mr. R. M. 
Campbell seconded the re-appointment of 
Mr. “Augustus White as aucitor for tho 
current year. Carried unanimously. : 

A vote of thinks to the Chairman moved 
by Mr. Thorburn, seconded by Mr. A. 
Riva and carried unmnimously, brought the 
proceedings to a close. 











THE CENTRAL STORES, 
LIMITED. 





‘The annual general meeting of sharo- 
holders in the above Company was 
held at the Central Hotel on Friday after 
noon. ‘The Chair was taken by Mc. W.W. 
Clifford, and there were a large number of 
shareholders present. : 

‘The notice convening the meeting having 
been read, the Chairman said: “Gentlemen, 
with your permission we will take the 
iminutes of the last annual meeting as read.” 

Mr. Page said he thought the minutes 
should be rend, and this was accordingly 
done. 

‘The Chairman then asked if the share- 
holders wished to have the minutes of the 
adjourned meeting read. 

‘Mr. Page said that they formed part of 
the minutes of the annual meeting and 
‘ought to be read. 

‘Tho minutes were read, the reading 
occupying until about twenty minutes to 
six. 

‘Phe Report having been taken as read, 

‘The Chairman said ; Gentlemen, our re- 
port with the audited accounts wero issued 
on the 13th inst, and since then you have 
no doubt become acquainted with their 
contents. Wo will therefore to save timo 
with your permission accept thom as read. 
‘The business before us in the absence of 
any notices from the members is limited to 
passing tho accounts and dealing with any 
appointments that require contirmation. 
In giving the fullest detail we enable share- 
holders to. seo the exact position so that 
my task in presenting the year’s result is 
lightened, and I need only make a few 
remarks on some of the items. First, the 
outstanding accounts have been greatly re- 
Quced. Second, bills payable now only 
amount toless than $1,000. ‘Third, sundry 
creditors’ account is now about half of what 
it was onthe 28th of February. Fourth, the 
bank balances are now only $2,500 and ‘ls. 
5,000, odd, as contrasted with the larger 
overdraft shewn in tho balance-sheet. Fifth, 
the stocks on hand are well assorted and of 
the most easily saleable kinds—collectivaly 
they amount to $48,591,42, viz., outfitting, 
provisions, ete. $17,562.01; hotel $829.41, 
stationery (oftices) $200.00. ‘The directors 
after fully considering the regrettable 
circumstances indicated in the report, in 
connection with the limited capital available 
for carrying on the Stores on the co-opera- 
tive lines originally projected, are reluc- 
tantly compelled to recommend the im- 
mediate sub-letting of a portion of the 
promises for which they have several offers 
at a rental. In the meantime the 














stocks will be reduced by cheap sales? and 
the business confined to No. 2 Nanking 
Road. This will enable us to materially 
reduce our working expenses, and I would 
ask the shareholders to support the Board’s 
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decision as far as possible. The Board has 
also under consideration another proposi- 
tion to sublet a further portion of the 
premises some months hence. I will now 
put the first resolution. 

Mr. Limby said he thought it was 
customary before putting that resolution to 
ask if shareholders had avy remarks to make 
on the accounts, 

‘The Chairman said Mr. Limby was a 
little premature. ‘The first resolution was: 
“That the report and accounts as presented 
be accepted and passed,” which was second- 
ed by Mr. ‘Reilly. “If any one had apy 
objections to urge, he should be happy to 
Jisten to him. 

Mr. Limby—Mr. Chairman and gentle- 
men, I have no objections to urge against 
the passing of the accounts. I know from 
a knowledge of these subjects and from the 
man who has signed them that the accounts 
are correct. But I should like to make a 
few remarks upon them. The Chairman 
has told us that the directors, seeing the 
result of this year’s working, have thought 
it best to consider the advisability of clos- 
ing one of the stores and possibly in future 
of another one. I am rather in favour of 
that course royself, if the Chairman thinks 
that one store may be run with profit to 
this Company, and whatever remarks I may 
make it must be thoroughly understood by 
the Chairman, the directors, and the share- 
holders that they are in no way inimical 
to the well-being of the Company. 
Quite the reverse. Both in my own 
interest, which is small, and also in the 
interest of the sharcholders, I would ask 
the Chairman if he does not think one 
item in these accounts is altogether too 
large a burden for a concern running on 
the lines of the Central Stores to bear. 
Looking at the figures of the Central Stores 
Tree that salaries amount to 12 per cent 
ofthe overturn. Ian not speaking of the 
wages of the native staff, which, of course, 
we all know are not to be got over. 
‘We must have a certain number of coolies, 
“boys,” and so on, but it strikes me that 
the item of salaries is a very heavy one and 
I would like some explanation from the 
Chairman on that point. Taking the local 
purchases at $34,858 from the sales stated 
at $117,242, would give us a balauce of 
$82,384'on which we presume we make a 

rofit. If we take the salaries off these 
igures, eliminating the local purchases, 
upon which we presume we make a profit 
of a very small amount, we get a 104 per 
cent charge on this of salaries. I do not 
wish my remarks to appear directed against 
any employee, but I wish to ask the Chair- 
man if he does not think this a very large 
percentage on the overturn? Now, with 
regard to the hotel. It appears to me that 
the profit made by the hotel is out of pro- 
portion to the amount of business done on 
the overturn. I am not acquainted with 
hotel business, therefore the Chairman can 
probably tell 'me if he thinks eight per 
cent—roughly I think that is about the 
proportion as the. overturn is $85,000, and 
the profit is $8,000,—is a fair proportion 
in accordance with the rosy views he gave 
us last year. It seems to me that with 
strict economy the hotel should make more 
than 8 per cent. Ishould have thought 
any hotel occupying the position this one 
docs should make at least 15 per cent with 
economy and good looking after. Still I 
may be wrong and I would like the Chair- 
man to consider these two points. 

The Chairman—I may preface my 
remarks by admitting at once that I 
agree with Mr. Limby. With regard to 
foreign salaries, we have given notice to 
every employee in the concern that their 
services are subject to what is done at 
this meeting, and as the directors have 
inade up their minds to curtail expenses 
in every way I hope the shareholders 
will be’ content that we intend to take 
the eatliest opportunity of not only re- 
ducing the staff but of cutting down éx- 








penses to correspond with the reduced 
premises. With regard to the other point 
think the profit should not be taken on 
the turnover, but on the moiety of capital 
used, which is roughly $50,000. We take 
it that the hotel used about half of the 
capital of the Company. I contend that 
profit should be estimated on the capital 
used and not on the overturn. 

Mr. Limby asked if the hotel was debited 
with this proportion of interest on capital. 

‘The Chairman said they had done nothing 
but show the accounts fairly in their 
crude state. 

‘Mr. Limby—Then 1 think your ex- 
planation is not quite correct, if you did 
not debit the hotel with this proportion 
of interest on capital. ‘The capital has 
nothig to do with it. I am gwing on 
your overturn of $85,000, and I ask you 
if you do not think that 8 or 73 per cent 
profit is a very small profit on an 
overturn of $85,000 in a hotel of this 
description and position. (Heat, her.) 

‘The Chairman—I would point out that 
fon rent alone, the appreciation is now 
$600 a quarter more than it was before. 
With regard to Mr. Limby’s contention 
there is no doubt some other shareholder 
present who can corroborate or upset my 
statement. We have written off something 
for depreciation. 

‘Mr. Limby—I mean hotel account. 

‘The Chairman—I mean working account. 
It appears in the general profit and loss 
account. * 

‘Mr. Limby—That is the general profit 
and loss account of the Company, and I 
have been discussing the general hotel 
working account. I admit the rent is very 
heavy. We must pay a very heavy rent 
for the house in such a position, but we 
ought to get a proportionate return. 

Mr. Page asked why the sundry credit- 
ors and bad debts appeared under two 
separate heads. Generally speaking, he 
thought that the sharcholders could do 
nothing but pass the report and accounts 
with considerable regret. He was glad to see 
that the directors had taken the course of 
sub-letting part of the premises, as that 
showed that the opinion of the directors of 
Inst year was wrong. All that had been 
done up to the present was to lose $18,000, 
or a quarter of the capital subscribed. 

The Chairman—I don’t see how you make 
$18,000 to be a quarter of $122,000. 

‘Mr. Page—Although the directors had 
promised to practise strict economy 
they had been spending large sums in 
alterations and buying furniture. Last 
year their linbilities amounted to $7,000, 
but this year they were $33,000. ‘Then 
there was a_sum of $10,000 owing to 
the hotel. He had lived in a good many 
hotels, but had never known one to get 
into that position, and it secmed to him 
that there must be bad management some- 
where, especially as they were told that 
half that sum was owed by sharcholders. 
There were items in the accounts which 
were badly expressed, but the directors 
were to be congratulated on having come 
to their senses, and doing what ought to 
have been done'a year ago. 

‘The Chairman said that bad debts were 
only put down as such when they were 
found to be absolutely bad. In the hotel 
accounts they had brought forward $500 
from last year, with $700 this year making 
$1,200. ‘Tho’ reat were uncollected ac- 
counts, which were being got in asrapidly as 
possible. As to the $10,000 current Hotel 
debts, the Report showed an average turn- 
over of $7,000 monthly and thesum named 
was only ‘a month and a half’s returns. 
He would ask Mr. Stewart to make a few 
remarks with regard to the Store and 
prospects for the future. 

‘Mr. Stewart—It appears to me that a 
good many businesses started on the basis 
of this business turned out unsuccessful at 
first owing to opposition of different kinds, 
and there is no doubt that this particular 
business has been hampered from the first. 
































When I took over charge the stocks were 
not heavy enough to meet the demands 
constantly made upon them, Indents had 
gone forward up to June last for new 
supplies of goods but subject to be filled 
on receipt of cablegrams. When I was 
placed in charge and Mr. Clifford reinstated, * 
we at once wired home, had goois indent 
ed for, shipped out as speedily as possible, 
and since then as goods came to hand we 
were able to do business in real earnest, 
Since the goods came from about the begin- 
ning of August the returns climbed up to 
$16,200 in February last and we are quite 
prepared to go on and keep up the returns 
if only left alone (applause). ‘There is uo 
doubt of it, for the returns for the last six’ 
months ending 28ch February wore somo- 
thing like $72,000. Now I take it there 
was no profit wh made on the first 
half-year but that the profit represented 
here, $20,000 odd, was made solely on the 
working of the past half-year, and I think 
if you will only not disturb us we will not 
only keep up those returns but very con- 
siderably increase them (applause). 

‘The Chairman then put the resolution 
‘The majority did not vote and amidst some 
Inughter, the resolution was declared to be 
unanimously carried. : 

‘Mr. Nelson said that as no notice had 
been served by shareholders to appoint a 
director in place of Mr. Arthur, who had 
declined to serve, the directors. necording 
to the Articles of Association, would select 
a direetor at their next board meeting, 

On the proposition of Mr. Limby, 
seconded by'Mr. A. Re Lenko, Mr. I. 2 
Eastlack was unanimously elected auditor 
for the ensuing year. 

‘The Chairman—I may mention that by 
the Articles we are entitled to remuneration 
but as the meeting has gone off very 
favourably we shall not press for it. 

Mr, Limby—Do I understand you to say 
that the directors have never had any re- 
muneration ? 

‘The Chairman—Yes. 

Mr. Limby—Then I think they have be- 
haved ina very magoanimous manner to 
the shareholders, who should be obliged to 
thom for their trouble. ‘they must have 
had a lot of trouble (hear, hear). 

‘The Chairman—They' are desirous of 
making the Company a success. 

‘The proceedings then terminated. 




















|THE SHANGHAI HORSE 

| BAZAAR CO, LID. 

gees 

‘The annual general meeting of sharo- 
holders in the Shanghai Horse Bazaar Co., 
Ld., was held on Friday afternoon, Mr. 
B. A. Clarke presiding. There were also 
present Messrs. R. W. Shaw, J. D. Thor- 
burn, R. W. Mustard, A. Cushny, jr, P 
cell, A-shing, J. B. Cameron, Perrott, and 
Bruine. 

‘The Chairman, in opening the proceed- 
ings, said that the volume of business done 
had been larger than in the previous year, 
notably in the carriage factory, harness 
factory, and show room departments. The 
contract for supplying the Hongkong sub- 
scription grifiins had again been obtained 
by the company, and this had also tended 
to increase the total. The present high 
price of fodder was against the profits of 
the business; bran and barley being 2% 
dearer than ‘at the corresponding period 
of last year, and straw, alarge item of 
their expenditure, had increased in price 
about 33%, which had necessitated an 
increase in the rate for livery, which was 
now Tis. 15 per month. The Tis. 5,000 
which had stood on deposit during last 
‘year was paid off the mortgage in Decem- 
ber last. Property account now stood as 
an asset of Tis. 22,006.96, which was book 
cost, but the land had enhanced in value 
during the last twelve months and was 
now a very valuable asset. The auction 
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yard had been raised considerably during 
the year and was greatly improved in 
many ways. Hydrants had been placed 
in tie yard, and 400 feet of hose provided 
asa precautionary measure in case of fire 
breaking out in the Horse Bazaar or the 
adjoining premises. 

‘There being no questions, it was proposed 
by the Chairman, and seconded by Mr. 
J.D. Thorburn :— 

That the report and accounts as presented 
be passed. 

Carried unanimously. 

Proposed by Mr. Cushny, and seconded 
by Mr. R. W. Mustard :— 

That Mr. R. W. Shaw be re-clected a 
director of the company. 

Carried unanimously. 

‘Tho Chairman remarked that the com- 
pany ‘was very much indebted to Mr. Shaw 
for the valuable assistance he had rendered 
to Mr. Symons. 

On the proposition of Mr. Cushny, 
seconded by Mr. Purcell, Mr. Wilmer 
Harris was re-elected auditor for the en- 
suing year. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman having 
been carried, the proceedings terminated. 





‘REPORT. 

‘The Directors have pleasure in submittin; 
to the Shareholders the Audited Account oi 
the Company for the year 1897, showing a 
Not Balanco to the Credit of Profit and Loss 
‘Account of Ts, 13,040.09. 

‘The Profit on the year’s working amounted 
tos. 18,446.60, which, together with Balance 
of Tis, 9,751.23 carried forward from tho pre- 
vious account, made a total of Tis. 28,197,83. 

The Directors havo deemed it advisable to 
transfer the Reservo Fund of Tis. 9,586. 
to Profit. and Loss Account, which bin 
total of this account up to ‘Tis. 37,784.09, and 
to write off Tis. 24,744.00 from ** Considtera- 
tion to Vendors,” thus leaving a net Balance 
of Tis, 13,040.09 to be dealt with. 

The Directors now recommend a dividend 
of 10% for the year ending 31st December, 
1897, ‘which will amount to ‘Tis. 9,000.00, and 
eave a balance of Tis. 4,040.09 on Profit’ and 
Loss Account to carry forward to 1898. 

‘Tis. 5,000.00 having been paid off the 
mortgage in Decomber last, the Property 
Account now stands as an Asset of Tis. 
22,006.96, being the balance of cost less 
amount still dae on tho mortgage. 

‘Tho Stock and Live Stock have been kept 
up during the year as formerly. 

Mr. R. W. Shaw retires by rotation from 
the direction, but offers himself for re-elec- 
tion. 

Owing to the indisposition of Mr. Wilmer 
Harris, the accounts for 1897 have heen audit- 
ed by Mr. G. D. Scott, who offers his services 
‘again in case that Mr. Harris is either unable 
or unwilling to resume tho dluties of Auditor. 


By Order of the Directors, 
H. Srwoxs, 
Secretary. 























* Shanghai, 6th Aprit, 1898. 


SrareMext oF Accouxrs for the year 
ending 31st December, 1897. 
Prortr axp Loss Acoust. 

Dr. 

‘To Invoices of goods, purchases of 
ponies, carriages, repairs to 
stock and carriages, pasturage, 
etc., ete., during the year. 

»» Rent and interest on mort 

3) Salaries and wa; 

2) Fodder. 

} iro insurance 

4» Interest account .. 

2} Exchange account. 

3) Trade expenses ...... 

3} Directors, secretary and ai 

} Amount written off considera- 
tion to vendors. 

»» Baianee 


‘Tis. 

















‘Tis. 170,010.99 


| they influence nit 


Cr. 


Ist Jan., 1897. 


‘Ts. 


By Balance from 1896 ac- 























count. ‘Tis. 16,951.23 
Less—8% dividend 
paid in April 
1897 7,200.00 
‘Bist Dec., 1897. 
»» Reserve fund transferred 9,586.26 
i Transfer fees 10.00 
3} Gross earnings from all sources 
for the year - 150,663.50 





‘Tis. 170,010.99 


PROPERTY ACCOUST. 


Dr. 


Bist December, 1897— 
‘To Yangtsze Assurance As- 
sociation (Mortgages) Tis. 30,000 
Decem- 





Less paid off 
bere 





5,000, 





Bist December, 18 
By Land and buildi 


Bazaar (Book cost)'Tls. 41,1 








zs at 





»» Land and buildings at 


Fongkew (Book cost 


LIABILITIES 


Dr. 








Tis. 


Bist December, 1897— 


‘To Capital, 1,800 shares at Tis. 50... 90,000.00 
‘933.80 


+» Sundry Cre 





itors 





3; Suspense Account (outstandings 


1897) .. 


+» Profit and Loss Account 


Bist December, 1897— 


By Stock 
1» Consideration to 
dors 










Or. 
51,849.40 

Ven. 

Tis. 25,744 + 


Less Written off from 
Profit and Loss Ac- 


count .. 





24,744 


»» Land and Buildings, surplus 


from Property 
»» Trade Accounts 
»» Furniture. 





3} Unoxpired Fire Insurance 


3} Sundry Debtors . 










\ecount 





3} Cash in Hongkong and 


Shanghai Bank Tis. 9,296.59 
781.05, 


»» Cash with Compradore. 


Shanghai, 6th April 18: 
B. A. Cans 
RW, Saw, 






Directors. 


J.D. Tuoxsurs, 
H. Sraoss, Manager. 
Audited, Compared with Vouchers, and 


found e:rrect, 
Gro. D. Scorr, 


Auditor. 








he Health and Vigour of an individual 


depend upon the quantity and quality of the 


blood. 


When the tissues have been at work, 


there are thrown into the blood waste pro: 
ducts, and if these be not eliminated but 


{through any cause) 





finally produce organ 





detained in the blood 
ion and function and 
isease.”—The Huma- 





nitarian. Tn cases of Serofula, Scurvy, Eezema, 
Bad Legs, Skin aud Blood Diseases, Pimples 
and Sores of all kinds, the effects of Clarke's 








Blood Mixture are marvellous. 
wonderful cures have been effected by it. 
Clarke's Blood Mixture is sold everywhere, 
2s. 9d_per bottle. Beware of worthless i 


tions and substitutes. 


‘Thousands of 








7 











Beporls. 





SHANGHAI PUBLIC SCHOOL 
ATHLETIC CLUB, 





Cousnrree’s Report ror 1897. 


The Committee in presenting their fourth 
annual report take the opportunity of con- 
gratulatiog the members on another success- 
ful year’s sport and of thanking their 
numerous patrons for the help so geverously 
extended. 


Cricket has been more in favour than ever 
before and the appended table of matches 
shows that all things considered, the school 
teams acquitted tlomselves very creditably, 
It may be mentioned that in the team chosen 
to represent Shanghai in tho interport 
matches at Hongkong, there were included 
Tour of the Clubs Members, vin i—A.  E. 
Stewart, N. E. Moller, A. E. and 0. V. Lar 
ning. With reference'to the accounts it will 
be seen that the expenditure on coolie hire 
has greatly increased, but this is accounted 
for by the higher wages charged and the 
larger number of coolies employed. 
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Lastor MATCHES PLAYED DURING 








‘Tue Fortowise 18 71 





Football.—Another Association match has 
been played against tho Football Club result- 
ing in a victory for the School Club by 6 goals 
to nil, Up to date there have been four 
Association matches against the S.F.C. all of 
which have terminated in favour of the school 
teams, the total score standing at 14. goals to 

In the annual encounter between the 








SC. and tho Engineers, soveral of the 
‘ool Club members were playing. 

Tennis.—The usual enthusiasm was dis- 
played in the school grounds in this branch 
of sport which affords a splendid training for 
quickness of hand and eye. 

‘The usual school games have been playad 
in their season. 

An Athletic meeting was held in conjun 
tion with the S. C. @” and 8. R. C. in which 
the members of the School Club were highly 
successful, securing no fewer than 21 out of 
1 possible 43 prizes in events open to them. 














Sratemest of Iscome asp Exresbrrere. 
Fox Srasox, 1897. 
Income. 
To Balance from 1896 .. 
i» Subscriptions 1897 
a 7 1896 (extra). 
yy Interest . 
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a ‘The WC. herald and S. C. & C. Gazette. Aprit-25; 1898, 
Bapenditure. 8 Prormz axp Loss Accovsr. | To'Subscribed Capital £ 
2 - ei "en 5 
By isk! materi 7GRGb | tecacentzapese, Intern, gestehrar | OPyereny shes 
” ‘Advertisements 92 »» Amount written off for Otieers'” | og 701 Ordinary 
>> Refreshments 3.05 Remuneration Pye shares of £Seach.. 853,608 
3 Stationery » 1,105 Deferred shares 
3+ Coolie hire. 100,000 of #1 1,105 
3 Balance 00,000 | pemileas 
|, AtH. &S. Bank. Rooasve for: pri | £854,758 
in Treseurey’s hands: yen 7.30 per Share for »» Paid-up Capital— 
60,000 Old Shares ... . 450,000 { 
yen 281 per Share for Ordinary Shares. 
60,000 New Shares ..168,750 618,750] 107,483 as per Balance Sheet at Slst 
Beam ‘To Balance carried forward to next December, 1896. 
Sa ee fe Account ... ; 374,600 618 issued during the year 1897. 
Hon. Secretary. Yen 4,747,514} 108,101 
Gro. F. Laxntsc, Fs 1,400 surrendered 4, 


Hon. Treasurer. 
Audited and found correct, 
NN, AupErsey ANDERSES. 








THE YOKOHAMA SPECIE 
BANK, LIMITED. 
—-——. 

irty-sixth report of the Yokohama Specie 
Bank, Limited, (Yokohama Shokin Ginko), 
presented to the Shareholders at the half- 
yearly Ordinary General Meeting, held at the 
fead Office, Yokohama, on Thursday, 10th 
March, 1898, 
To the 





Suanenonpens. 
GestLemEy,—The Directors submit to you 
the annexed Statement of the Liabilities and 
Assets of the Bank, and Profitand Loss Account 
for the Half-year ending 31st December, 1897. 

The Gross Profits of the Bank for the past 
Half-year, including yen 251,303.148 brought 
forward from last Account’ amount to yen 
‘4,747,514.988, of which yen 3,440,747.393 
have beon deducted for Current Expenses, 
Interest on Deposits, ete., leaving a 
of yen 1,906,767.595 out of which yen 
63,327.80 ‘havo been written off for Officers’ 
Remuneration. 

‘The Directors now propose that yen 
200,000,000 be added to the Reserve Fund, 
increasing it, to yen 5,964,000.000 ; 
100,000.00 to the Reserve for Eq} 
Dividends, thus increased to yen 696,0:10.000 ; 
and yen 50,000,000 be set aside’ for the 
contemplated New Building. From the 
remainder the Directors recommend a 
Dividend at the rate of Fifteen per cent per 
anoum, which will absorb yen 450,090.00 on 
the Old Shares, and yen 163,750.00 on 
the New Shares, making a total of yen 
618,750.00. 

Balance, yen 274,689,795 will be carried 
forward to the credit of next Account. 
Nacataxe Soma, 
Chairman. 
Head Office, Yokohama, 10th March 1898. 


BALANCE SHEET, 31st Decomber, 1897. 
: Liabilities. 
Capital paid w 
Resorve Funds of which 















































Reserve for Doubtful Debts 

Reserve for New Building .. 
Jepasits . 

Bills Payable and other Sams due 
by the Bank 

Dividends Unelaime: 

‘Amount brought forward from last 
Account. 

Net Profit for past Half. yeai 


Yen 95,548,719 
Assets, 


Cash Account— Yen 
In Hand 

At Bankers 

> Investments in Public 
Bills discounted, Loans, Advances, 
&e. 14,260,186 























Ballion and Foreign Mone 
Bank Premises, Properti 
tare, &. .. 





17 | Bishop and Clarke, offer themselves for re- | 


By Balance brought forward 30th 
June, 1897. 

1» Amount of Gross Profits for thehal 
‘year ending 31st December, 1897 


Yen 4,747,514 


251,303 





© have examined the above Accounts in 
detail, with the Books and Vouchers of the 
Bank and the Returns from the Branches and 
Agencies, and find them to be correct. (Ve 
have further inspected the Securities, &e.. of | 
the Bank, and also those held on account of 
Loans, Advances, &c., and find them all to! 
be in uccordance with the Books and Accounts 
of the Bank. 

Sutxono Tagua, 
Foxusasoro Watasane, 





JAudicors, 





THE BANK OF CHINA AND| 
JAPAN, LIMITED. 


‘REPORT 
to be presented to tho Shaccholders at the | 
Third Annual Meeting to be held on Monday, | 
the 28th March, 1898, at the Cannon Street | 
Hotel, London, E.C., at 12 o'clock at noon. 

‘The Directors beg’ to submit to the Share- 
holders a Statement of the affairs of the Bank 
as at 3l-t December, 189; 

Considerable progress has been made in the 
realitation of the Amsots of the Old, Bank, 
‘and repayment to itors during the year 
have Feduoed old Liabilities toe. sum of 
£112,943 136. 1 10 per cent of the 
original amount due. Sales made since 31st 
December, with proceeds of Calls due oq 
April will enable this sum to be liquidate: 
during May. 

Decisions 
suits against American and Chinese recalci- 
trant Shareholders, but these suits are beini 

wushed on with good hopes of suecess in the 
Rew ‘York Guurts, and at Peking the cases 
against Chinese are in the hands of H.B.M.’s 
Minister. : 

Tho working of tho New Bank shows a 
profit of about 3 per cent on the Capital 
allotted it after providing for all its expences 

the ordinary cost of liquidation ; and 
this has been earned solely in Exchange Bank- 
ing, and in face of the considerable difficulty 
which an Institution working with gold funds 
only, finds when operating in countries where + 
the currency is silver. 

‘The Directors who retire at this time are 
Messrs. D. McLean and H. D. Stewart, who 
being eligible offer themselves for re-election. | 

‘The Auditors, Messrs. Turquand, Youngs, ! 

















dein, 











ave not yet been given in the 

















election for the current year. 
By order of tho Board, 














By Investments and Advances 


106,701 of £8 
each @ £3 
10s. per 
share... 373,453 10 0 

Deduet —In- 
stalments of 
call of £3 
15s. per 
share not 
yet paid 


£ 





20,778 12 11 
352,674.17 1 








Add —Instal- 
ments of 
call of £3 
158. per 
share paid 
in advance, 8,747 10 0 


361,422 7 1 
1,105 Defer- 


red shares 
of £1 each 
fully-paid- 1,105 0 0. 


3 
1» Uncalled Capital paid in ad- 
vance 
1» Instalments of call of £3 
15s. per share paid up on 
new shares not yet allotted, 
»» Fixed Do- 
posits and 
current ac- 
counts in 
Old Bank...1,188,717 10 9 
Less Ropay- 
ments to 
date .. 





62,527 7 1 
200 0 0 





196 2 3 


912,830 4 8 
225,887 6 1 

Add Interest 
to date... 











— 230,791 5 10 
Of which due for repayment 
on Ist January, 1898, 
£117,847 19s, 9d, 
»» Other Liabilities. 





1,427 10 6 


£595,142 5 8 





Assets. 


in Gold. 2 
Investments and Advances 
in Silver at average 1/103...141,409 19 9 
wy Other Securities... 883 0 0 
yy Cash in Bank of England at 
credit of J. L. Boyd and 
others (Trustees for De- 
positors) .. 120,493 5 10 
»_New Working Account— 
Funds in Transit, 























F. C. Bisuor, fable by New 
Manager. BitkwerreeeQ10L 4 4 
16th March. Balance ; 
ree and Loss. Ac- 
GENERAL BALANCE SHEET, count transfer- 
Shewing the position of the Liquidation of| red . 2,763 0 8 . 
the Bank of China, Japan and the Straits, ————. 1,864 5 0 
Limited, on 31st December, 1897. By Capital set aside for New 
Capital and Liabilities. ‘Working Account, subject 
To Authorised Capital £ s, d.| to the coniitions contained 
39,950 Preference £ in Clause 20 of the Agree- 
shares of £5each.. 199,750 ment dated the 2ist Febru- 
199,875 Ordinary ary, 1895, embodying the 
shares of £8 each..1,599,000 Scheme of Arrangement, 
1,250 Deferred shares and in the 2nd‘Schedule to 
of £1 each 1,250 the Order of the Court 
—— dated the 3rd April, 1895, 
£1,800,000 sanctioning same .. 100,000 0 0 
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715 
By Deficiency Ac- Gr. £ ad. Cr. $ 
ount, a8 at By Gross Profits .. 15,363 6 7 | By Gross profit. 147,315.61 
der, 1896......218,945 10 4 2 aa nee 
Tas-Profi and Loss $147,383.11 
Aje-£2,740 167 Hm, Reswies, _— —_ 
few . D. Srewanr, } Director: 2 7 
‘Ble.£2,763 0 8- E. Ivzsox, gaits Sa a 
————5,503 17 3 F. C. Bisxor, . 
108 NT Son3,441 131 . * 1oth April, 1897— 
ees Manager. |-79 Final Dividend 
£593,142 5 8 J.C. Benozspamt, {To Reserve Fund 
; as Accountant, |”, Balance 
Wote.—In respect of this deficiency the| Ve havecomparedtheabove General Balance 


Calls on the shares of the Old Bank made 
both prior to the commencement of and in the 
Liguidation aro receivable. ‘These amount to 
£744,529 1s. 10d., but it is impossible to es- 
timate their value, the greater part of them 
being due from Chinese Shareholders. 


Prorir asp Loss Accoust. 
Dr. 


‘To Special Chargesin connection 
with the "Reconstruction 
and Realisation of Assets 
taken over from the Liqui- 
dator of the Old Bank, 
Ofiice Rent, ete. 
Law Charges 
Rates and Taxes. 
Doposit interost ‘ 
Furnituro—Amount written 
of - ¢ 
Provision for further depre- 
ciation of Silver Assets, 
aftor dedueting 
Assets realise 
year . ‘ 
alance credited to Defi- 
ciency Account 


955 0 
1,212 1 
67 16 
092 0 


100 9 











 onwo 


surplus on 
during the 


8,689 6 3 





Gross Profits 
Provision for 
recovered and Shares sur- 
rendered 


By 


7,877 








£25,867 10.9 


New Worxtxa Accoust, 
Barance SupEr at Slat Decomber, 1897. 

















Liabilities, = £ 8d. 
To Working Capital as per 
General Balance Sheet, ......100,000 0 0 
»» Bixed Deposits and Curreat 
Accounts . 63,239 171 
»» Loans Payable... 219,431 5 1 
3} Other Liabilities "194,304 18 1 
2 Creditors? Committee— 
Realised Assets 
in Transit...,..£9,101 4 4 
Balance of Pro- 
fit and Loss 
transforred ... 2,763 0 8 
_——— 11,864 5 0 
£388,930 5 3 





‘To Liability on Bills receivable re-discount- 
ed, £59,058 4s. 5d. of which up to this date 
£48,420 18s. Od. have run off. 

Cr. 
Assets. gos 
By Cash inhand and at Bankers 95,209 4 
yy Government Securities 59,962 2 
3 Bills Receivable and other 
‘Assets in hand and in 
‘Transit 


a. 
3 
1 








233,668 18 11 
£388,930 5 3 





Prorit asp Loss Account. 


EA a. 


Dr. 

‘To Expenses of Management at 

“Heed. Office and Branches 

including Directors’, Au- 

ditors’ and Creditors’ Com- 
mittee Remuneration 

sy Deposit Interest 

3} Balance transferred to Cre- 

ditors’ Committee .. 


10,613 12 11 
1,991 13 0 














Sheet and Profit and Loss Account, and also 
the Balance Sheet and Profit aud Loss Account 
relating to the new working with the Books 
and Vouchers in London and the Certified 
Statements received from the Branches and 
Agencies, and find them in accordance there- 
with. - In our opinion the Balance Sheets are 
full and fair Balance Sheets, properly drawn 
up s0 as to exhibit a true and correct view of 
the state of the Company’s affairs as shown 
by the Books of the Company. 


Tongoas, 
ouxes, ; 
Brsnor, — fAwtitors. 
Cuan. 
3. W. Daviosox, F.C.A. 
Auditor on behalf of the Commitee 
of Creditors. 
London, 16th March, 1898, 








HALL & HOLTZ, LD. 
iat ceeEEs 
REPORT OF THR DIRECTORS 

for presentation to tho shareholders at tho 
sixth ordinary general meeting to be held at 
the Head Office of the Company, on Saturday, 
30ch April, 1898, at 11 o'clock a.m. 
The Directors herewith submit to the 
shareholders the accounts of the Company 
for the year ended 28th February, 1808. 

In October last the Directors paid an 
interim dividend of $2 per share, leaving a 
balance at credit of Profit and Loss Account, 
of $41,531.59, which they recommend should 
be disposed of as follows -— 
A final dividend ot $2 per share 
Transfer to Reserve Fund 
Write off Fixtures and Ovens 
Carry to now account 














$12,500.00 








and to Transfer the $5,000 standin, 
Books as Depreciation Account to the credit 
of the Factory Building account. 
Directors. —In April D. Clark was 
ited to join the Board during the absence 
of Mr. F. W. Such, and later ou during Mr. 
Nazer’s absence; this appointment requires 
your confirmation. Mr. Such retires in 
Accordance with the Articles, but, being 
eligible, offers himself fox re-election. 
‘Auditor.—The Accounts have been audited 
by Mr. Geo. R. Corner, who retires, but 
offers himself for re-election. 
F. W. Sven, 
Chairman. 




















Shanghai, 16th April, 1898. 





Worktxe Accous, 28th February, 1898. 














Dr. $ 

‘To Salaries, foreign and native...... 56,442.73 
1» Rent, taxes, gas, ete. 13,099.34 
y» Travellers’ expenses, Tientsin 

Office, assistants’ passages ..... 4,629.00 
»» Printing, medical attendance, 

Portage legal expenses, et. ... 4,025.85 
»» Trade expenses 4,168.50 





a» Interest account. 
> Fire insurance 
3» Exchange account 
3» Directors’ fees. 
ss Auditor's fee 
»» Doubtful debts 






»» Balance to profit and loss 


account ... 49,535.10 










1th October, 1897— 



























To Interim Di 
» Balance 
$54,031.59 
Cr. 
‘28th February, 1897— 
By Balance.. $66,096.49 
$66,996.49 
By Balanc 4,496.49 
23th February, 1898— 
By Balance of Working Account ... 49,535.10 
$54,031.60 
»» Balance .. 41,531.59 
Banasce Sunen, 28th February, 1898, 
Assets, 
Dr. 
To Property Account— 


Factory Laud .. 
Building . 
Fistures and over 
Stud and va 
Stock on hand 





+ Sundry debtors 

3) Gash in band 

3» Share, North Ci 
Company, Limited 


Liabilities. 
Gr. $ 
By Capital account 6,250 shares 
a ares @ 195,000.00 













Reserve fund 
Sundry creditors 

Factory mortgage account. 
Depreciation account 
Suspense account 
Bills payable 
Uncollected di 




















2} Profit and loss account. 41,531.59 
$449, 7 
J. D. Ctars, 
W. Haxwarb, } Directors. 
F. W. Suex, 
E. J. S. Cousas, 
Secretary. 
T have catefully examined the above state 
ith the Books of Account of Hall and 
Holtz, Limited, and, having compared them 
with the vouchers, I find them correct, and 
in accordance therewith. 
Gro. R. Corser, 
Auditor, 





Holloway's Pills.—Good Digestion. —Hol- 
loway's Pills are universally acknowledged to 











be the safest, sp-ediest, and best corrective 
for indigestion; loss of a acidity, 
fatulency, and’ nausea are a few of the 





inconveniences which are remedied with ease 
by these purifying Pills. They strike at the 
root of all abdominal ailments, they excite in 
the stomach u proper secretion of gastric juice 
and regulate the action of the liver, -promot- 
ing in that organ a copious supply of pure, 
wholesome bile, so necessary for digestion. 
‘These Pills remove all distention and obstruc, 
tion, and from their harmless compovition are 

dapted for delicate persons 








$147,383.11 








and young children; whilst casting out 
impurities these excellent Pills atrengthen the 
| system and give muscular tone, ‘62 
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Smasements. 


THE BROUGH COMEDY 
COMPANY. — 





On Monday night The Amazons was pre- 
sented at the Lyceum Theatre fur the 
second and last time. The entire audience 
was kept in a continual roar of laughter 
throughout the evening and the dialogue 
was ag frequently brought toa standstill 
from this cause as from the repeated bursts 
of applause which from time to time rang 
out, > 


“Tae Secoxp Mns. Taxqurray,” 


An original play Jo Four Acts, by Arthur 
.  Pinero. 


Characters 












Copley Drumm! 
Aubrey Tanqueray. 
Sir George Orroyed, Bart... 
Captain Hugh ardato 
Frank Misquith, Q.C., 3 
Gordon Jayne, MCD. 
Morso. «. 

Mrs. Cortelyon.. 


. Brough. 
» Plimmer. 
» Shine. 

G. Majeroni. 
) M. Majeroni. 
Melntyre. 

Hards, 
ies Watt-Tanner. 





Lady Ovieped Temp 
coped ‘Temple. 
Paula... MMs. Brough, 


To make the part of Paula Tanqueray a 
reality, its representative must be an 
actress really of the first rank ; and this 
‘Mrs. Brough again proved herself to be in 
her rendering of the part at the Lyceum on 
Tuesday night before a large house, which 
would undoubtedly have been larger still, 
but for the unfavourable turn taken by the 
weather in the afternoon. Playgoers here 
may be divided into threo classes ; those 
who enjoy acting as an art, whatever 
be the material in which it is exer- 
cised ; those who enjoy a modern comedy 
of this class, because it sets them think- 
ing about the morals, which are often 
only conventions, of the day; and those 
who have not been home for some 
time, and will not neglect the opportunity 
to see a more than adequate renderin, 

of a play of which they have heard an 

read so much. There is a large residuum 
who go to tho theatre simply as a recrea- 
tion, as something that will make them 
ceaso to feel for the time the briars of 
Which this workaday world is so full. All 











these classes of playgoers must have been | J 





thoroughly satistied last night. ‘The first 
class enjoyed a splendid display of acting 
as an art exercised in worthy. material 

the second saw put before them with 
perfect realism the problem why it is with 
women only that the world will not let the 
dead past bury its dead ; the third class 











enw well presented one of the plays of the |] 


period which has been most talked about, 
thought about, and written about, and 
sshich will remain the high-water mvuk of 
Mr. Pinero’s powers. As to tho residuum, 
they saw a most interesting piece, excellent 
acting, good scenic effects, beautiful dresses, 
and all that capable stage-management ean 
do to produce a delightful ensemble. 

It is not easy to say enough, nnd it is 
very difficult to say too much, of Mrs. 
Brough's presentation of Paula Tanqueray. 
"Phe critic comes away from the theatre 
fecling that he has seen not a puppet 
fretting its brief hour on the stage, but 
an actual living, loving, woman, who has 
Deen brought to misery and ‘is driven 
to her death, by love; love misplaced 
and uncontrolled, but still love. It is 
the grestest praise that can be given 
to Mrs. Brough that she makes pos- 
sible every mood, every action, of the 
second Mrs. Tanqueray, till we feel that 
what we have seen is the only thing that 
could have happened when Aubrey made 
his first great mistake, and that Paula's 
tragic death is the only solution of the 
situation. 











Miss Watt-Tanner has not very much 
to do as Mrs. Cortelyon, one of those 
Indies who are quite justified in 
whit they do, but whom “one hates 
for doing it. ‘Miss Hardy’ played very 
nicely » very difficult and unsympathetic 
réle as Ellean. It is not merely an 
unsympathetic, it is actually sn unpleasant 
réle, and the audience cannot but feel that 
she is only telling the truth when she con- 
fesses that it is her mercilessness that has 
killed Paula. Miss Temple's Lady Orrey- 





ed is just what it ought to be, and she| 


points the moral—an immoral one—that it 
is better to bo bad and lucky than good 
and unfortunate. 

The weight of the piece on the men's 
side falls on Me. Plimmer, and we can 
hardly say that his Aubrey Tanqueray is 
a perfect success, He does it uncommonly 
well, difficult as it is to do; but it really 
needs a George Alexander, for whom the 
part was written, to make the andience tole- 
rate aman who brings on himself and all 
about him such a catastrophe by his ‘own 
reiterated folly. Lovo excuses folly in wo- 
men, but not in men—in the world. Mr. 
Brough contents himself with the part of 
the wise, man-of-the world, friend, Cayley 














Drumunle, the sort of ‘part in which 
Charles “Wyndham delights, and he 
plays it to perfection ; but it is an unsa- 





tisfactory_part when its efforts are unsuc- 
cessful. Mr. Shine introduces the only 
comic relief there is in the play by his 
amusing rendering of Sir George Orreyed. 
Mr. G. Majeroni, Mr. M. Majeroni, Mr. 
Melntyre, and Mr, Hards have only back- 
ground parts, but if the background were 
Hot well painted as well ns the foreground, 
the picture would be afnilure. As itis, it 
is a triumphant success. 





The Second Mrs. Tanqueray was produced 
for the second and Inst time at the Lyceum 
Theatre on Wednesday evening, when 
Pinero’s master-pieco was witnessed with 
intense enjoyment by a crowded audience. 
‘These plays.as given by Mr. and Mrs. Brough 





satisfy us by%thoir appeal to the intellect. 






in three Acts, by Henry Arthur 
Jones. 


CHARACTERS = 













Majeroni. 
Lucien Edensor -. Plimmer. 
Farguson Pybus Roberts. 


Mr. Jacomb 


Thynne. 
rs. Broug 
There was again a 1 
Lyceum on Thursilay ry 
pleasant comedy, of which we have already 
givena full sketch of the plot. The piece 

of course, written for Mr. Wyndham and 
Miss Moore, and they could not ask for 
better actors in their places than Mr. and 
Mrs. Brough, The Cuse of Rebellions Susan 
is exactly the play for those who find Mrs. 
Tanjueray too harrowing and Niobe or The 
Solicitor too trivial. ‘There is just the 
touch of seriousness in it that inakes it 
interesting and there istplenty of comedy 
in the underplot to lighten it; while Sir 
Richard Kato is constantly on the st 
and this is the sort of part in which M 
Brough must revel, for it fits him like a 
glove, and with his clear incisive delivery 
every word of every clever speech is heard 
and appreciated. Mr. Shine wasa jolly old 
commonplace Admiral of the old schoi 
who takes nothing too seriously, and 
comfortably through life by not ailow 
things to worry him, Mr. M. Majeroni 
had the thankless réle of the somewhat 
sheepish husband who, we feel, can never 



































make his wife respect hi 
may be reconciled to him. 
did his best with it. Mr. Plinmer’s 
Lucien Edensor was very well done, but it 
is not a very important réle, As Ferguson 
Pybus Mr. Roberts was again in his 
clement, and dead as the esthetic craze 
is, it was a pleasure to see it so revived. 
Mr. Melntyre xs Mr. Jacomb, and 
Mr. Hards as Kirby filled up the cast, 
and, as has been often remarked, the 
beauty of this company is, that ‘there 
are no weak spots in it. Miss Watt-Tan- 
ner made a capital Lady Darby, a splendid 
companion sketch to that of the old Ad- 
miral, and Miss Temple, who is always to 
be relied on, was delightfully natural as 
Mrs. Quesnel. ‘The charming Miss Hardy 
brought down the house as Elaine Shrimp- 
ton and, small as the part is comparatively, 
sho made ita notable one. Miss Thynne 
did what was necessary as the maid. In 
Lady Susan Harabin Mrs. Brough has a 
part in which she cannot show all that she 
is capable of, but she plays up splendidly 

Sir Richard Kato, her eynical old uncle, 
nd she always makes her renderings con- 
vineing and plays them all with a decided 
air of distinction. She was of course most 
warmly applauded, and after every fall of 
the curtain there was a recall. All threo 
scenes, Lady Harabin’s drawing-room, the 
room in thehotelat Westbay, and Sir Richard 
Kato’s room in London, ‘were excellent, 
as is all the scenery Mr. Brough has used 
the representation generally is so good, 
that one is apt not. to notice the ,scenery 
and dresses, more than to feel that they 
are in every’ respect up to the level of the 
acting. 


thoiigh she 
Mr. Majeroni 


























The Case of Redellions Susan again ate 
tracted a large audience to the Lyceum on 
Friday night, when this excellent comody 
was reccived’ with every demonstration of 
enjoyment. 








“4 PAIR OF SPECTACLES,” 


A Comedy in throe Acts, adapted from the 
French by Syduey Grundy, 
Characters! 

Mr. Benjamin Goldfinch, 


Mr. Brough, 
Uncle Gregory (his brother) 


Mr. Shine, 
Mr. G. Majeroni. 
Mr M. Majeroni. 
3 ‘Mr. Melutyro. 
Bartholomew (his shoemaker) Mr, Roberts, 
oyco (his butler) ‘Me Hards, 
icy, Lorimer 

daughter) 











( Lorimer’s 








Miss Hardy. 
Charlotte (a parioue maid)../Miss Thynne. 
Mrs. Goldfinch (his wife) .-Mrs. Brough. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bros 
lished themsel 
of Shanghai th: 





h have now estab- 
0 firmly in the affections 
weather which would 
ordinarily make every man who knows 
enough to stay indoors when it rains keep 
to his own fireside, could not. prevent the 
Lyceum being crowded on Saturday night. 
It was generally understood that Benjamin 
Goldfinch is a favourite part of Mx. 
Brough’s, and well it may be, Mr. Sydney 
Grundy hias transformed the French original 
into a thoroughly English play. Benjamin 
Goldfinch, the hero of the play, is a regular 
Brother Cheeryble, with a charming young 
second wife and an excellent son, a barris- 
ter, and isa model of benevolence, open- 
handedness and susceptibility to imposi- 
tion, until he puts on the spectacles of his 
hrother Gregory, a regular Gradgrind, from 
Shefield ; and’ even when he has on his 
brother's ‘spectacles, his real good-nature 
asserts itself every now and then, and 
the contest in him between the two 
natures is most amusing. Mr. Brough’s 
representation is throughout a perfect 
piece of acting. The audience hang on 
every word, following him from the rise to 
the fall of the curtain with an affectionate 
sympathy which every spectator can feel 
permeating the house. The absolute 
naturalness with which Mr. Brough goos 
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through his represontations is a great 
charm there is never the faintest touch 
of exaggeration or unreality ; he is always 
at the level of his rdle, never above or 
below it; and his by-play all through the 
two hours or more that he is on the stage, 
and he is hardly ever off it, is as convineing 
as what he says. It is a real picture, every 

_of canvas drawn and painted with 

exquisite care and fidelity. 

Mr. Shine surprssed any of his previous 
renderings in his representation of the 
hard-hearted brother from Sheffield. His 
appearance, his voice, and his accont were 
perfect. Such a character might easily 
be made repulsive, but it is saved from 
that by occasional ‘indications that, Grad- 
grind as he is, he also has a soft place in 
his heart, and his readiness to ‘give the 
brother, Whom he regards as something 
of a benevolent old fool, half his fortune 
when he believes him to be ruined, quite ro- 
deems his character before the curtain falls. 
Mr. Shine nwust be congratulated on having 
such an opportunity to show his power of 
characterisation, and being equal to it. 
The sons of the two Goldfinches were very 
successfully portrayed by the two Majer- 
onis, whom all here who remember their 
talented father and mother are very pleased 
to see mating such » success in the same 
profession, Mr. McIntyre was thoroughly 
sympathetic in the small part of Mr. 
Lorimer, and the versatile Mr. Roberts 
gavo a really delightful sketch of the in- 
teresting humbug of a shoemaker, Bartho- 
Tomew. It was only a vignette, but it was 
perfectly drawn. “Mr. Hards is unsur- 
passable in parts like that of Joyce, the 
butler. 

‘Mrs. Goldfinch’s is not a very important 
part, hut it is indispensable to the picture, 
and’ it was delightfully played by Mrs. 
Brough, with bright cheerfulness and good 
humour which won the hearts of the 
audience, Miss Hardy has still less to do, 
but she was a charming Lucy, real sweet 
English girl, gentle and attractive, and 
in complete harmony with the surround. 
ings in which Mr. Grundy has placed he 
Miss Thynne was a nice parlour maid. 

_ A Pair of Spectacles is to vo repeated 
to-night, and all who did not seo it 
on Saturday should go this evening, for 
such a pleasant, wholesome comedy is as 
olevating as it 1 and the specta- 
tor comes away distinctly the better for 
what he has seen and heard. ‘The most 
rigid puritan could not but learn a good 
lesson from it; it makes one think better 
of human nature. We may note that there 
twas no interruption of any kind from the 
gallery on Saturday, 

‘To-morrow and on Wednesday next Mr. 
Brough prosonts A Village Priest, also by 
Sydney Grundy ; or Thursday and’ Friday. 
Osear Wilde's brilliant play Lady Winder- 
mere’s Fan; and on Saturday, Sardou’s 
Fedora, in which Mrs. Brough boldly, but 
not rashly, challenges comparison with the 
great Sarah Bernhardt. 























Holloway’s Pills and. Ointment. 
effectual Cure for Gout and Rhen 
‘A frequent cause of these complaints is the 
infammatory state of the blood, attended, 
with bad digestion, lassitude, and great debi- 
lity, showing the want of a proper circulation 
of the fluid, and that “impurity of the blood 
greatly aggravates these disorders. Hollo- 
Way's Pills are of so purifying a nature that 
‘a few doses taken in time are an effectual 
preventive against gout and rheumatism. but 
Anyone that has an attack of either should 
use Holloway’s Ointment also, the powerful 
properties of which, combined with the effects 
of the Pills, ensure a certain cure. ‘The 
Ointment should be thoroughly rubbed into 
the parts affected at least twice a day, after 
they have been sufficiently fomented’ with 
warm water to open the pores to facilitate 
the introduction of the Uintment to the 
glands. a) 


















SHANGHAI GOLF CLUB. 





‘The second competition of the season for 
the “ Ferrier” Cup took place on Saturday 
last, resultingin a well-earned victory for 
Mr. Hardie with 81 net. 

Gross Allow. Net 
Scores. ance. Scores. 







9 10st 
sso 4 8 

7 4 9 

1 93 

i ot 

es 0 96 

Hf. Butterwo 8 96 
R.N. Hynd. 10 99 
D. McCallum 12 100 
Wm. Cowan 13 100 
E. W. Maitland «. 13° 101 
H. J. H. Tripp ll 102 
J. Hall 15 105 
J. Cooper 20 105 





11 Scores not returned, 


Gorrespondence, 


THE WORK OF THE 
SHIPMASTERS’ SOCIETY. 


To the Editor of the 
Noxra-Corsa Dany News. 

a view to collecting in- 
promote conditions 
xy, good health 
's’ crews, and to the 
improvements of nautical hygiene, I am 
to heg for space in your columns through 
which to ask the Masters, Olficers, 
and Engineers of ships trading in the 
China Seas, etc., to favour the Committee 
of this Society with particulars of sleep- 
ing cabins, "tween decks and forecastles, 
and engine room platforms, stoke holds, 
&e., Where the engineers and stokers keep 
watch, the most important notes required 
being carefully recorded temperatures of 
the several places mentioned and the shade 
temperature of the air on deck, observed 
between 4 and 8 a.m. and 1 and 3 p.m. 

Tnformation as to whether the ships’ 
decks, if of iron, are sheathed or not, and 
the extent to which awnings are supplied ; 
will be valuable, and in addition, the Com- 
mittee ask to be favoured with copies 
of diaties or logs shewing the hours 
actually employed on ship's duty under 
normal conditions, at sea and in port, for 
each day during a month or so. Of course, 
the ship's whereabouts and state of 
the weather, in a general way, must be 
given. 

Information received in response to these 
‘enquiries will be treated as strictly confid- 
ential and a résumé of the particulars will 
be published without names or indication of 
origin, for the use of those interested in 
the Mercantile Marine. 

I an, ete., 
A. C. Froup, Lieut. R. N. R. 
Secreta 

P.S.—By same post are forwarded copies 
of threo papers bearing on the subject, 
namely—* Practical Points in the Hygiene 

Details of Steunship Con- 
and “The Ventilation of Steam- 





































Surewasters’ Soctery, 
London, 18th March. 
are warranted 


GLARKE’S B 41 PILLS “to "cure, in 


either sex, all acquired or constitutional 
Discharges from the Urinary Organs, Gravel. 
and Pains in the back. Free from Merqury, 
Established upwards of 30 years. In boxes 
4s. Gd. each, of all Chemists and Patent 
Medicine Vendors throughtout the World. 
Proprietors, The Lincoln aod Midland Coun- 
ties Drug Company, Lincoln, England. 
(2) alt tf 535 

















THE LATE PROMOTIONS IN 
THE CUSTOMS SERVICE. 
To the Editor of the 
Norra-Cursa Day News. 


Si,—Allow me to amplify a little your 
excellent paragraph in this morning's issue, 
to the effect that the Likin Office will 
to a certain extent be independent of the 
Customs Service; lest, owing to its brevity, 
it should give rise to misconceptions, in 
the minds of the uninformed. 

Sir Robert Hart has for years combined 
the offices of Inspector-General of Customs, 
Master of the Preventive Service of Re- 
venue Cruisers, Controller of Lighthouses 
and all Harbour Works, and Postmaster- 
General, with the post of General Adviser 
and Confidential Agent to the Chinese 
Emperor on Foreign Affairs. Such a mul- 
tiplication of offices could not fail to 
bo prejudicial to the various Services 
concerned; but, it has been rendered 
doubly so by the way in which the 
administration of one and all has been 
jambled together ; so that men are fre- 
‘quently transferred from one service to an- 
other, and, on oceasions, ro-transferred 
back again’! 

To his many posts, Sir Robert Hart has 
now added that of Chief Collector of Likin 
in the Yangtze valley. The inauguration 
of this work—the most difficult task that 
has yet been attempted by any foreigner 
in China—would seem to be entrusted to a 
handful of young men of small experience. 
Without wishing to detract from their 
ability, it may confidently be expected that 
some, at least, of the number will fail in 
their arduous work. Then the extent of 
the independence of the Likin Office from 
the Customs Service will be seen! No- 
thing can b» more certain than that theso 
new Deputy Commissioners will be re- 
transferred to the latter, whilst retaining 
the, so-called, special posts to which they 
have been appointed over the heads of 
their colleagues. 

















Tam, ete., 
x. 


23rd April. 





THE LAST TESTAMENT. 
—-2 
(A poom delivered by Chou Han before 
the Changsha Branch of the Hunan Society 
for the Coafusion of Foreign and Useful 
Knowledge, with certain intorruptions in- 
cluded.) 


If you thought I was dead or deported, 
My children, or deem’d it no joke 
‘That Ld enter’a the Church ns reported, 
‘And put on the Foroigner's yoke 5 
I will prove you were greatly mistakon— 
I seem'd, for the nonce, to bo still, 
Beeause for the curing of Bacon 
T was mixing a pill. 


‘Tho’ the simple may call it audacious, 
Thave an elaborate plan 

Of attack and defence efficacious, 
Whereby, if you wish it, you can 

Clear the land of the ‘Goat’ and the 

*Porker’” 

Or feed on their marrow and fat ; 

In strategy I am a ‘corker’ 

‘You bet your best hat ! 


Are you scared by the iron-bound navies 
‘That swarm froin the seas of tho West 
Pish-tush ! I could send them to “ Davy’ 

At our Emperor's sacred behest ! 
How?— Ah, proud and stiff-neck’d 
generation,” 
As some ‘Goat’ Classic says, “for a 
sign i, 
‘You crave”—but my grand operation 
T refuse to define ! 
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(Don't drop off to sleep while I’m talking!) 
Tn order'to.move a big gun 
You must put it. on wheels; then the 
walking 
And sweating by horses is done. 
Be careful to harness the carriage 
In front of a thoroughbred steed— 
(Why ? Do not attempt to disparage, 
But closely give heed !) 


“'T is a curious thing, but a true one, 
‘How often big rivers do flow 
By the walls of large: cities,—just view 


on 
And I'm certain you'll find it is so. 
Some must gird up their loins fora digging 
To lot loose the ravenous flood, 
While. others their cesspools are rigging 
For the Sea-devils’ blood. 


Dia you say “They can swim and we 
cannot?" 
No flippancy, darlings, T pray ! 
‘That ‘a cesspool they well know tho plan o't 
And tun their high noses away ?””) 
Well, mix with the rice-crop the thistle 
Or eastor-bean, so when they ent 
They will speedily die—(who dared whistle 
‘And say ‘They eat meat 7") 





Next defile all the wells and the brooklets, 
Let them perish by poison or thirst— 
(What's that you have seen in their brook 

eta 
“The Hogs and the Goats are the worst 
When their * poison’ they take undiluted,” 
0 scoffer, respect my grey hairs, 
Age cannot by Youth be refuted, 
‘Don't give yourself airs !) 


In order to blanch them with terror 
‘You must cackle, crow, twitter, and bray, 
‘Yo tead them in ambush and error 
You must chirrup, bark, whinny, and 
neigh ; 
And ev'ry man jack in a million 
In order to know who is who, 
Should paint both his nostrils vermilion 
And his eyelids sky-blue, 


(Don't object that you will not be needing 

‘Such paint when the hoofs of the “Goats” 
Set your tender probosces n-bleeding 

‘And spangle your vision with motes !) 
An equipment of paper umbrellas 

Is better than forests of spears, 
Bird-cages will hold all the fellers 

‘You eatch by the ears, 


NowT've shown you the way you must follow 
To rid China’s soil of the pest, 
My prescription you surely will swallow, 
being my last Will and Test 
My mouth may be shut up hereafter, 
‘ou muy hear no more songs from my bill, 
But there'd bo no occasion for Jaughter 
At a fresh codicil ! 











Holloway's Ointment and Pilts,—Reliable 
Remedies. —In wounds, bruises, sprains, 
glandular swellings, enlarged veins, neuralgic 
pains and rheumatism, the application of this 
soothing Ointment to the affected parts not 
only gives the greatest ease, but likewise 
cures the complaint, ‘The Pills much assist 
in banishing the tendency to rheumatism and 
simliar painful disorders, whilst the Ointment 
cures the local ailment, The Pills remove 
the constitutional disturbance and regulate 
every impaired function of every organ 
throughout the human body. The cure is 
neither temporary nor superficial, but per- 
manent and complete, and the disease rarely 
recurs, so perfect has been the purification 
performed by these searching yet harmless 
preparations, 2 








Wliscellaneons. 





PRINCE HENRY OF PRUSSIA 
IN SHANGHAI. 
SpeSse 


Shortly before ten o'clock on Monday 
morning Prince Henry, drove from the 
German Consulate to the Foreign Office 
in the Bubbling Well Road to return the 
visit of the Chinese officials on the previous 
day. He wore the uniferm of a German Ad- 
miral and was accompanied by Dr. Stuebel, 
H.L.G.M's Consul-General, fiag-lieutenant 
Spies and Captain Biller (aide-de-camp). 
On arriving at the bureau he was cordially 
received by the representatives of the 
Chineso Government and remained for a 
short time in conversation with them. The 
interview, we understand, though so brief 
was pleasant to x degree. He proceeded 
immediately back to the Consulate, his 
progress along the Nanking Road being 
attentively followed by a large number of 
people. At eleven o'clock he received the 
Consular Body, the whole of the Consuls 
being present. After the usual couctesies 
had ‘been interchanged the deputation 
withdrew, and subsequently a. number of 
Jeading German residents paid their dévoirs, 
as ulxo the members of the Municipal 
Council. In the afternoon the Prince 
went for a drive. 

Before proceeding to the Taotai’s ball 
Prince Henry dined at the Consulate, 
when in addition to Dr. Stuebel; Lieuten- 
ant Spies and Captain Miiller,’ the com- 
manders of the Gefion and Cormoran had 
the honour of being present. 

‘The proceedings at the Consulate on 
Sunday night passed off with much élat 
and were highly appreciated by those pri- 
vileged to attend. ‘The Consul-General 
invited the heads of the principal German 
firms in Shanghai to meet the Prince at 
dinner, there being also present Baron von 
der Goltz, the Prince's special interpreter, 
Captain Miller, Lieutenant Spies, the com- 
manders of the Gefion and Cormoran, and 
Captain Ciippers of the Gorman mail stea- 
mer Prinz Heinrich. The room was beauti- 
fully decorated with flags, evergreens, and 
flowers and a most recherché ropast was 
partaken of. There wore, however, no 
toasts submitted. Later in the evening a 
brilliant reception was held, the great 
majority of these presented being German 
residents. Owing to the somewhat limited 
space at the disposal of Dr. Stuebel, only 
150 invitations were issued. The guests 
arrived shortly after nine o'clock and were 
received in due form by the Prince. Hi 
Highness, who was in ordinary evoning 
dress, wore the magnificent star of the 
order of the Black Eagle, and chatted 
pleasantly with his delighted compatriots 
for some considerable time. Afterwards 
the following brief but excellent musical 
Frogramme was submitted : Trio, “ Adagio 
in D minor,” Mendelssohn, Miss Macleod, 
(violin), Mrs. A. Korff, (piano), and Mrs. E. 
Wilkens, (cello) ; violin solos “* Andante,” 
Gliick, and “ Bourré,” Handel, Miss Mac- 
leod; piano solo, “Jagerlied," Mendelssohn, 

. Korff. All thre tants acquitted 
themselves in the most finished manner and 
the applause was both hearty and sustained. 
Later in the evening supper was served at 
small tables arranged on the verandah 
facing the river. Hore again the decora- 
tions were charming and multitudes of 
Chinese lanterns of every conceivable size 
and shape had been requisitioned with 
the happiest effect. At the Prince's table 
sat Baroness Von Reitzenstein, Mrs. A. 
Korff, Mrs. Kirchner, ‘Mrs. G. ‘Melchers, 
Mrs. Nélting, Consul-General Dr. Stuebel 
and Mrs, E. Wilke The band of the 
Cormoran was stationed in the conser- 
vatory and played interesting selections of 









































music at intervals. It was after midnight 
when the gathering dispersed, the function 





having been highly gratifying to all con- 
corned. 

‘Theit Excellencies Governor K‘uei and 
Provincial Treasurer Nich have prepared 
some very expensive and rare ancient works 
of art for presentation to Prince Henry of 
Prussia. The first named official will pre- 
sent a number of milk-white jade carvings 
and ancient gold work, H.E. Nich’s pre- 
sents consist of a rare and valuable dark- 
coloured jade scoptre of the Han dynasty, 
nearly 2,000 years old, and some fifteen 
pieces of ceramic art of ‘the Tang dynasty 
which existed somo twelve centuries ago, 
all of them being most tastefully and ex- 
pensively sot upon stands and enclosed in 
boxes of beautifully polished red wood lined 
with bronze and snuff-coloured satin. The 
Inst-named official is said to have spent 
some Tis. 30,000 upon his tribute 'to 
Prince Henry. 


Wednesday, April 20th. 

The public tiffin given by the foreign 
residents of Shanghai to H.R.H. Princo 
Henry of Prussia took placo on ‘Tuesday 
afternoon, and proved an unqualified suc- 
cess from every point of view. Originally 
arranged to be held in the grounds of the 
Country Club, than which no more suitable, 
or prettier spot could have been chosen, 
the uncertainty of the weather which 
prevailed on Monday led the reception com- 
mittee who had charge of the arrangements 
to slightly alter their programme, and the 
venue was changed at the last moment to 
Chang Su-ho's Garden on the Bubbling 
Well Rond. The doubts of the committee 
to the atmospherical conditions, proved 

vell-founded and the day which oponed 
beautifully fine and bright closed with a 
most disappointing downpour. ‘Tho tiffin 
was Inid in the largo hall in the gardens, 
the interior of the building presenting 
& most charming appearance, In fact it ix 
not too much to say that the decorations 
were superb. The tables were arranged 
lengthways with the top table in a semi- 
circle, and these were adorned with a 
choice profusion of flowers and elegant 
foliage, whilst the alcoves in the galleries 
were festooned with greenery and pee 
coloured bunting. Around the gall 
and hanging from the roof were the flags 
of the various nations, the German in- 
nia naturally holding’ the premier placo 
at the head of the room being sup- 
lported by the Union Jack on the one 
|hand and the French tricolour on the 
other. The tiffin itself which was a triumph 
from a culinary. aspect, was propated and 
admirably sorved by the management of 
the Shanghai Club and gave the moat com- 
plete satisfaction. His Royal Highness 
lartived shortly after one, his entrance 
eing signalised by the town band which 
occupied the end gallery, playing “God 
Save the Queen.” The ‘Prince was sup- 
ported on the right and left by Sir Nicholas 
and Lady Hannen whilst amongst the very 
Inrge attendance, including as it did a great 
many ladies, were :—Dr. Stuebel (Consul- 
Goneral for Germany), Mr. R. W. Mansfield 
(Acting Consul-General for Great Britain), 
Mr. N. Schmucker (Consul-General for 
‘Austro-Hungary), Mr. A. Frére (Consul- 
General for Belgium), Mr. A. Leigh-Smith 
(Danish Consul), Chevalier Ghisi (Acting 
Consul forItaly), Mr. Odagiri (Acting Consul- 
General for Japan), Mr, E. D. Van Walreo 
(Consul for the Netherlands), Mr. J, M. T. 
‘Valdez (Consul-General for Portugal), Mfr. 
P. A. Dmitrevesky (Consul-General for 
Russia), Mr. John Goodnow (Consul- 
General for United States), Mr. Bock 
(Consul-General for Sweden and Norway), 
Mr. Uriarte (Consul-General for Spain), 
HLE. The Governor of Kiangsu, H.E. The 
Provincial Treasurer of Kiangsu, The Taotai 
‘of Shanghai, Baron Von der Goltz, Captain 
Brussatis, Lieuts. Jasher, Lubbert, Fischer, 
Freiherr’ von Mufiing, and Hoffmann, 










































Dr. Brachmann, Captain Miller, (Aide de 
Camp to Princo Henry) Herr do Betey, 
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Lieut. Grafsper, Captain Zivinski, Cap-* young riders on beautifully decorated 
tain Incoronato, Captain Ogara, Captain , bicycles, to the music of the Town 
Farenholt, Dr. Lin Yuen-fai, Messrs. ! Band. His Royal Highness was con- 
Bock, Metzer, Schroeder, Fung Yee, R. ' ducted round the grounds and afterwards 
‘W. Little, Captain Pattisson, J. 8. Fearon, ! was photographed in the centre of an 
R.M, Campbell, A. W. Danforth, O. Dow- | influential group. The picture should form 
dall, C. ‘Talbot "Bowring, H. Morriss, A. | a most interesting souvenir of what was a 
H. Bilis, J. T. Hamilton, H. Darby, A.! most interesting function. The Prince 
Werth, E. Shellim, Hagberg, N. Post, | later on in the afternoon returned to the 
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greatly used by German 














Road which 
sailors. 

‘It had been arranged for the Prince to 
inspect the German Company of the 8.V.C. 
at half-past five on Tuesday afternoon, but 
owing to the heavy rain the idea had to bo 
abandoned. . 





‘Thursday, April 21st. 


R.J. Sloan, J. A. Jones, A. H. Stewart, | Consulate. 


P. Gunzburg, H. R. Hearson, G. W. Nosl, 
M. Wolf, D. M. Moses, C. Rudolph, W. 
J. Milles, S. A. Hardoon, S. A. Levy, 
E, Davis, J. W. H. Burgoyne, W. C. 
Marray, W. J. Tyack, Joseph Welch, A. 
‘Wright, H. Gribble, . A. Deacon, B. R. 
Hearn, J. R. ‘Twentyman, L. Lewis, F. 
Anderson, C. W. Hay, Geo. L. Grattan, 
A. Butler, C. Holliday, H. P. Wilkinson, 
Wade Gard’ner, C. W. Wrightson, A. P. 
Wood, D. Souter, H. King, E. Aeppli, E. 
do Bavier, G. Hichelberger, C. S. Baril, A. 
W. Maitland, F. Ayscough, F Souter, W. 
F. Inglis, ‘T. R, Wheelock, F. Gove, R 
Inglis, J. Smith, T R. Jernigan, N. Laptesr, 
J.-H. Osborne, W. Bullard, W. S. Jackson, 
T, Bunt, B. Bard, F. ¥. Haskell, 0. M. 
Firth, B. W. Maitland, E. A. Probst, H. 
©. Gulinnd, N. G. Evans, C. 0. Liddell, J. 
Morris,1'.E. Sansom,G. Peebles, Drummond 
Hay, H. R. Kinnear, H. W. G. Haytor, J. 
Hardoon, C. J. Dudgeon, E. F. Alford, 
G. Wingrove, G. J. Morrivon, J.\ H. 
McMichaol, D. Brand, F. W. Styan, A. 
Kor, A. Raho, Hoyn, Stempel Schmit, 
0. Wegener, F. Facke, F Kladt, G. Grage, 
Borner, G. Melchors, A. Dabelstein, J. J. 
Buchheister, F. W. Koch, H. Wolff, P 
Hildebrandt, E. Knrbe, Carl Mosberg, E. 
‘Toopfer, Benecke, A.’ Zichermann, Hans 
Schroeter, E. Hi Philipp, B. Pape 
Baron von Reitzenstein, H. Schottiaender, 
‘Aug. Ehlers, H. Brodersen, W. Scharff, 
Runge, G. Galles, P. Hannesen, ‘Th: 
Rehm, H. Schiilze, J. M. Rogers, A. 
Gushny, Jr., J. C. Bois, W. Lamond, ‘Jr. 
AS. Bremner, R. Burder, W. Wiederhold, 
and A. Schultz, 

‘All being seated the tiffin, a vory pleasant 
monl, exeellently served, was nt once pro- 
cooded with, 

‘During tiffin the hand discoursed the 
following capital selection of German_com- 
positions : March ‘ Fir Konig und Vater 
find.” Overture “ Flotte Busche” Suppé. 
Waltz “Blumon der Lust” Gung’t. Selec- 
tion of Favourite Airs, Schuman», Waltz 
“An der Schénen Donau" Strauss. 

On the conclusion of the repast, 

Sir Nicholas Hannen rose and said: 
Indies and Gentlemen : We are not going 
to have any specches to-day, but Tam sure 
‘ou will ali join with me in drinking to the 
ealth of His Royal Highness Prince 
Henry of Prussia. 

‘The toast was drunk upstanding, in tho 
most enthusiastic manner three cheers and 
a tigor being most heartily given. 

ho band having again played “God 
Save the Queen,” 

‘His Royal Highness said: Sir Nicholas, 
Ladies and gentlemen, in thanking you 
heartily for proposing my health, I at the 
same time wish to express my gratitude to 
those who so kindly invited me here to-day 
and who represent all the great and im- 
portant interests of this thriving commer- 
cial community. I therefore beg to be 
ermitted to drink to the prosperity of 
hanghai. 

‘This toast was also honoured with three 
cheors and a tiger, His Royal Highness 
leading the cheering. 

‘This concluded the proceedings in the 
Hall and the whole of those present were 
invited by Mr. J.S. Fearon to adjourn 
to the grounds of the Country Club. The 
large majority seized the opportunity of 
sponding, what promised to be a highly 
enjoyabie afternoon in the really spleudid 
gardens of the Club, but unfortunately 
Sery shortly after their arrival there a 
downpour of rain put an end to outdoor 
enjoyment, though it luckily held off 
long enough for the bicycle ride by twenty 







































































The ball given on Monday by H.E. 
Kuei Chun, Governor of Kinngss, HE. 
Nich Chikuei, Provincial ‘Treasurer, 
formerly Taotai of Shanghai, and our pre: 
sent. popular Total, ‘Me. ‘Tesi, was. de- 
cidedly a unique entertainment, for it may 
be safely said that such an entertainment 
waa never given before to foreiguers. or 
Chinese by $wo high provincial officials 
and o Tactai. ‘The hour named was ten 
Glock, an hour after the time at which 
Shanghai dances generally begin ; and the 
police evidently had not expected such a 
Growd, for by ten o'clock the Bubbling 
Well Road was blocked for some distance, 
no arrangements having apparently been 
made to get the empty carriages away ; 
and though a light mist was falling, a large 
number of the guests had to get out of 
their carriages some distance down the 
road and walk. It was a most democratic 
gathering, nearly all sections of Society 
Fending their representatives: to’ meet the 
Princes ‘Tho largo ball-room of the Bureau 
of Foreign Afluirs, beautifully decorated 
with flge nnd embroideries of all colours 
and lighted by electricity, was crowded to 
its utmost capacity soon’ after ten, when 
the Princo arrived, attended by Dr. Stuebel 
and his sta. A large number of the 

este were in uniform, and one or two in 

lourt dress. and these uniforms, with the 
ladies’ beautiful foilettes, and the handsome 
silks of the Chinese officials, made up a 
very brilliant spectacle, the breasts of many 
of the foreign officials being covered with 
medals and orders, some of the members af 
the Conmular body carrying quite n Inrge 
number of indications of the “appreciation 
which their services have secured from 
their own aud other Sovereigns, ‘The music 
tras provided by the Town Band, the follow 
ing Going the programme of the dances 
1,—Waltz—Blauen Donau 
2.—Waltz—Morgenblitter 
neers Jolly Boys, 
‘altz—Kunstler 
























10.—Polka—Les Sauterelles 
11.—Lancers—The Mikado 
12.—Waltz—Amitié 


It was with some difficulty that a little 
space was made for the first two dances, 
in which tho Prince joined, leading off 
the first waltz with Mrs. Korff. In the 
third dance, the Lancers, the Prince took 
Tady Hannen as his partner, the three 
other couples in his set being Sir Nicholas 
Hannen and Mrs. Macleod, Dr. Stuebel 
and Mrs. Schmucker, and M. Rocher 
(Commissioner of Customs) and Mrs. 
Uriarte. As some of the guests began to 
leave after the third dance, there was more 
room for those who remained, and the 
scene became a very lively one. "The suite 
of handsome retiring rooms was well 
provided with buffets, the supply of refresh- 
ments of all kinds being most boanteous, 
d the entertainment was prolonged to 
a Inte hour, the ball being recognised as 
f great success, and the thanks of the 
community to Mr. ‘Tsai and his superior 
officers for the charming evening they had 
given, being freely expressed on all sides. 

On Tuesday morning the Prince visited 
the German school in_ the Whangpoo 
Road and complimented Pastor Hackmann 
on the way the establishment was conduct- 
ed. Subsequently His Highness visited 
the institute and reading room in Woosung 











Benutiful weather favoured the fourth day 
of Prince Henry's sojourn in our midst 
and he took advantage thereof to view the 
Settlement and the surrounding country. 
Inthe morning ho went out walking and 
atone o'clock went on board the Gorman 
mail steamer Prinz Heinrich, where he took 
tiffin, He was received by Captain Ciippors 
and the officers and crew of the steamer, 
being accompanied hy Dr. Stuebel and 
the German naval officers. In ‘the after- 
noon he cycled out to Jessfiold where 
in the beautiful gardens of Mr. E. Jenner 
Hogg he witnessed an exceodingly pretty 
children’s bicycle gymkhana. ‘The children, 
both boys and girls, who were becomingly 
dressed for the occasion with their bicycles 
decorated with the German colours, as- 
aembled at the Country Club and rode out 
to Jessfield. Tho Princo arrived shortly 
afterwards and expressed himsolf as highly 
delighted with what he had seen, Tho 
youngsters were naturally most enthu- 
Biastic and-cheered His Royal Highness 
cordially. 

‘There were about 150 guests nt the Vall 
given in honour of the Prince at the Club 
Zoneardia on Tuesday evening and althoush 
the space in the large room where the 
dancing took place is somewhat limited, 
there was little or no crowding. The 
building was charmingly decorated, tho 
stage presenting a most striking appoarance 
in wealth of flowers, folinge, and other. 
decorative devices. In the contre of the 
stage was placed n bust of the Emperor 
William I, while on either side wero 
arrangod busts of the late Emperor tro- 
derick and the reigning Kaiser, William II. 
‘Tho Prince arrived shortly before ten 
o'clock accompanied by his ai mp 
(Capt. Miller), the German Consul-General 
(Dr. Stuebel), and several German officer 
An admirable programme of dances, num- 
bering adozen, was gone through, the music 
heing supplied by the Town Band, Hit 
Royal Highness appoared highly gratitied 
with the reception nccorded to him and 
stayed untilafter midnight. Refroshments 
iere supplied at small-buffets and a really 
enjoyable function was brought to a close 
‘about tivo o'clock in the morning. 




















Ar 5.30 p.m. lay, as announced, 
HLR.H. Princo Henry of Prussia reviewed 
tho Germany company of the Volunteor 
Corps in the interior of the Raco Course. 
The company, commanded by Captain 
Heyn, in blue tunics and white trousers, 
marched up the Maloo precedrd by tho 
band of the Cormoran, and attended by a 
crowd of admiring spectators. They wero 
about 42 strong. On arrival they wero 
formed up on the ground, a Inrve crowd 
of people being present, including Sir 
‘Nicholas Hannen, while Major Close, R.A., 
the inspecting officer, and Major Holliday, 
S.V.C., were in uniform at the saluting 
point.” As Prince Henry came on the 
ground in his undress Admiral’s uniform, 
attended by his aide-de-camp, Captain 
Miller, his flag-lieutenant, Count Spee, 
Consul:General “Stuebel, and Baron von 
der Goltz, the band ‘played Heil Dir 
im Siger Kranz (God save the Queen), and 
the Germans gave three cheers. ‘The com- 
pany were then put through the manual, 
and did some company movements, with 
skirmishing, and blank cartridge firing, 
finally marching past. Heil Dir im Siger 
Kranz was played again, the company gave 
three cheers for Kaiser Wilhelm, and the 
Prince made a short’address, in which he 
complimented Captain Heyn and his men 
on their excellent drill. It would indeed. 
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be difficult to say too much in praise of the 
way in which the German company carried 
out all the orders given them ; the smart- 
ness, quickness, and precision with which 
everything is done by them were universal- 
ly noticed and commended. At the end of 
the inspection the company marched back 
down the Maloo with theit band. 

The Prince after dinner attended the 
subscription ball at the Country Club, but 
this was entirely an informal function. 
It was a very enjoyable dance. His de- 
parture from Shanghai, where he is as 
popular with all who have been brought in 
any way into contact with him as he was 
in Hongkong, has been, we understand, 
again postponed. 











PRINCE HENRY OF PRUSSIA 
AT WOOSUNG. 
tp 
REVIEW OF THE GERMAN-DEILLED TROOPS. 


If, having regard to Kiaochou, it might 
appear strange that a German Prince should 
review Chinese troops, still bearing in 
mind that the garrison at Woosung has been 
almost entirely tutored by German military 
instructors, it was only in accordance 
with the fitness of things that Prince Henry 
of Prussia should on Thursday have acceded 
to tho invitation extended to him by the 
authorities, to view the capabilities of the 
soldiers there. Be that as it may, His Royal 
Highness received a right cordixl welcome 
from all concerned. At his own special re- 

uest the proceedings were entirely free 
row officialdom. Ithad been given out that 
the Taotai of Shanghai in addition to the 
Governor and Treasurer of the Province 
would attend, and that the steam launch 
Normand had been chartered to convey 
thom to the mouth of the Whangpoo, but 
& communication was conveyed: to ‘them 
that the Prince was only attending in his 
private capacity, and consequently neither 
the Bureau of Foreign Affairs or the Ger- 
man Consulate was represented. In this 
connection s somewhat curious if not 
Inughable mistake has to be chronicled. 
‘Tne Normand left the Nanking Road jetty 
shortly before cight o'clock carrying a fair 
number of passengers to Woosung, and 
when a short distance down the river it 
soon became manifest that ‘the Chinese, 
cruisers in the stream were prepared to’ 
salute somebody. On coming to the Nan- 
shan it was seen that the yards were 
sanned ; there were drawn up‘on the poop 
a large ‘number of sailors who presont- 
ed arms as the launch steamed past, 
whilst a royal salute was also fired. ‘The 
same ceremony was gone through on coming 
to the Nansui the officers in charge 
evidently thinking that the Governor of 
‘Kiangsu as intended was on board. 

Prince Henry travelled down in the 
smart P. & 0. tender Victoria, arriving at 
Woosung about ten o'clock. "The vessels 
in the river in addition to a Inrge number 
of native craft sported the German national 
colours whilst the entrance to the forti- 
fications was most gaily decorated with 
fings and bunting. His Royal Highness 
was received on the pier by Baron 
‘Von Reitzenstein, major commanding the 
troops, and the other German officers and at 
once proceeded to the drill ground. He was 
dressed in ordinary riding costume and was 
provided witha really handsome white Chin- 
ese pony by Instructor Debtlefs. Riding on 
to the drill ground where the troops were 
drawn up he was received with a general 
salute. ‘The infantry numbering close upon 
three thousand, with a squadron of cavalry 
amounting to eighty horsemen, looked re- 
markably smart, and as their subsequent 
movements proved have taken full advan- 
tage of the strict military tuition which 
has been imparted%to them. The Prince 
rode down the lines accompanied by 
Captain Miller, his aide-de-camp, Baron 
































‘Von Der Goltz, Baron Voo Reitzenstein, 
Count von Nayhauss, and other officers, and 
minutely inspected the arms and accoutre- 
ments. Afterwards taking up his position 
at the saluting base the men marched past, 
the Chinese band playing most creditably. 
The soldiers consisting of six companies of 
infantry, and one company of artillery, 
marched with the high step, and arm 
swinging, characteristic of German soldiers, 
and even if the lines were not particu- 
larly straight still the time was perfect. 
‘As regards the cavalry no fault could 
be found with the riding, whether. walking 
or at the double, and their performances 
reflected the highest credit upon Count von 
Nayauss who has charge of this depart- 
ment. Then came a really fine exposition 
of manual and firing drill, the precision and 
smartness with which all'the various com- 
mands were executed putting in the shade 
many of our own regiments. Whether 
the naturally slow, lethargic, and desultory 
Chinamen would be able to so acquit 
themselves in the hour of danger is another 
matter, but it is sufficient to say they 

xrformed in the most satisfactory manner. 
The commands were given alternately by 
German and Chinese officers, and the men at 
onee seizing the word acted wonderfully in 
concert. Then followed artillery exercise 
succeeded by some rapid and excellent move- 
ments by the ewalry under the command 
of Count vor Nayhauss. ‘The Prince was 
eminently pleased with what he had seen 
and complimented the Count on the sue- 
cess which had attended his labours in 
the interest of the Chinese. He also 
asked him to convey to the men his sense 
of appreciation of their work. The review 
closed with a skirmish on the outside 
of the parade ground two companies 
forming respectively the defence and attack. 
The drill which included the usual blank 
firing was very well gone through though 
at times alittle Inck of combination was 
noticeable. It was twelve o'clock before the 
men were‘dismissed the proceedings having 
been attended with the utmost success. 
A lange crowd witnessed the manceuvres 
though it is only fair to say that the Chinese 
element predominated. 

His Royal Highness adjourned to the 
residence of Baron von Reitzenstein for 
tiffin the small but select party consist- 
ing of Baron and Baroness von Reitzens- 
tein, Baron von der Goltz, Captain Miller, 
Captain Spies, Captain Bodenhausen, and 
Shen Tung-ho the Chinese Civil Commander 
of the Forts. In addition luncheon was 
provided hy Count and C-untess von Nay- 
Kauss at their residence, by Shén Tang-ba, 
and also by Lieutenants Quassowski and 
Maschke in Shén Tung-ho's yamén to which 
a large number of guests were invited. At 
two o'clock His Highness left for Shanghai. 
He was escorted by Buron von Reitzenstein 
from the house of the last named, to the 
Victoria. a guard of honour being drawn up 
along the pier. Asthe tender steamed away 
the band played ‘God Save the Queen,” 
and a Royal salute was fired from the forts. 



































Holloway's Pill.—This cooling Medicine 
has the happiest effect when the blood is 
overheated and a tendeney to inflammatory 
action is set up in the system ; one Pill taken 
shortly before dinner does away with the 
indigestion, fulness, and flatulency—indiea- 
tions of a weak stomach or disordered liver 

A few Pills taken at bedtime act as alteratives 
andaperients; they not only relieve the bowels 
butregulate every organ connected with them, 
overcome all acrid humours, and encourage a 
free supply of all the secretions essential to 
our well-being. Holloway’s Pills thoroughly 
cleanse and perfectly regulate the circulation, 
and beget a feeling of comfort in hot climates 
and bigh temperatures, which is mostdesirable 
for preservation of health. BN 








THE VOLUNTEER 
INSPECTION. 





‘The annual inspection of the Shanghai 
‘Volunteer Corps took place on Thursday 
afternoon. ‘The weather, contrary to usual 
custom, was all that could have been desired 
and the Corps presented a really creditable 
appearance, though there is_still room for 
the old complaint—paucity of numbers, Tt 
has been for years past n subject for 
unfavourable comment that there are 
numbers of young men living in the Settle- 
ment who seem to find time for everything 
but volunteering, which considering the 
fact, so often pointed, that we practically 
live over a voleano, which may at any tine 
without apparent reason break forth into 
activity, is more than a pity. However 
it is something to feel that there are at an; 
rate a number of men who are public 
spirited enough to recoynise their duty to 
the community, apart from the recreation 
which volunteering undoubtedly provides 
to some, so far ar to give up a good 
portion of their spare time for a full month 
of the year to fit themsolves for taking an 
active ‘part in the defence of life and 
property in the Scttlement if need be. As 
part of the inspection programme, the 
general alarm was sounded by the fire-bells 
at about 3.30, and at 4 o'clock the whole 
of the Corps’ mustered on the Bund, and 
with very little delny a atart was tndo, 
headed by the Band, 
Course. 

The inspecting officer, Major Close, 
R.A., was received with'a general salute 
on his arrival on the Recreation Ground, 
after which he minutely, inspected the 
ranks. ‘This inspection over, the Corps 
marched past, which movement was on the 
whole very creditably performed. After 
a short ‘stand easy” each of the units 
was put through various movements hy its 
junior officers, and then tho Corps’ was 
formed up in three sides of a hollow square 
for the customary address from the inspect- 
ing officer. Major Close said that it gnvo 
him great pleasure to have witnessed the 
satisfactory turn-out and the manner in, 
which the drills had been performed. He 
know that Volunteers liked to be told of 
their faults, and there were several minor 
details he would like to point out to them. 
‘To begin with the Light Horse their turn- 
out and drill was exceedingly creditable, 
but one thing he must allude to was the 
absence of water-bottles and great coats, 
He thought all troops should be provided 
with them, but he knew that it was not the 
fault of the men that thoy were without 
them. In tho march past he noticed that 
some of the ponies were unsteady and that 
in consequence their riders were not. able 
to carry swords properly. ‘Tho sword ex- 
ercise, he thought required a lot more 
practice. It was a difficult thing to do 
properly, but there was no reason why they 
should not improve. ‘The turn-out of the 
Artillery was excellent, but there were-one 
or two things which required correction, 
‘More attention should be paid to fire dis- 
cipline. Theofticers shiould always dismount 
and the battery commander should be well 
on the flank of his battery. He should 
not have occasion to give orders himself, 
except as to ranges, Iength of fuse and so 
on—the battery should be worked by his 
subalterns. ‘They should also practice with 
their officers supposed to be disabled, as it 
was important that in that event thero 
should he na cessation of fire. With regard 
to the infantry, ho must compliment the 
German Company on the precision of their 
movements and their drill generally. He 
believed there were a uumber of old 
soldiers in the ranks, and he was glad to 
seo that they were Keeping up theit, drill 
Referring to “A,” “B," and “CO” Com- 
panies, Major Close said the turr-out was 
very good and the drill was on the whole 
very well performed. ‘The manual and 
firing exercises required more practice, 
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however. He was very pleased to seo that REPORTED ASSAULT ON HE. 


the junior officers were capable of taking 
charge of their companies, and handling 
them just as well as their commanders. AS 
a brigade he must compliment the Corps 
on their efficiency and he was pleased to 
say that he should be able to make a very. 
satisfactory report to H.E. the General 
Officer Commanding the troops in China. 
Major Holliday briefly responded on be- 
half of the Corps, and the men were then 
marched back to the Bund ahd dismissed. 
‘The total strength of the Corps on parade 
numbered about 310 of all ranks, including 
the bands, as compared with 363 last year. 





RUSSIAN PROCLAMATION AT 
PORT ARTHUR. 


‘The new Russian Governor of Liaotung 
has, in accordance with the usual custom, 
issued a proclamation for the * purpose of 
removing any and all apprehensions” from 
the native mind in connection with Russia's 
occupation of the Peninsula, of which the 
following is a translation from the Kuo- 
‘wen-pao:— 

“I, Tu, by Imperial Command, Viceroy 
of the Pacific Ocean and Governor and 
Commander-in-chief of the  Liaotung 
Peninsula, do hereby announce aud make 
known that I have been informed by 
telegraph by His Imperial Majesty the 
Czar, that the Emperor of China, desirous 
of emphasising the friendly relations of 
China and Russia, and the mutual desire 
to help and support each other, has consent- 
ed to lease to Russia Port Arthur, 
Talienwan, and Kinchou for 25 years. 
‘The district leased extends from Port 
Arthur to Pulatien and Pritzewo. It 
must be clearly understood that Russia has 
no inimical intentions towards China, and 
that her only desire is to .reform China's 
military and naval system in this peninsula, 
and lace thom on a basis to afford 
China permanent and proper protection. 
I have been instructed therefore to take 
over the charge of these districts of Talien- 
wan and Port Acthur from the 28th of 
March: Tho Chinese troops have been 
removed to other districts. and for the 
future the protection of the residents and 
merchants will be my care. It is Russia’s 
desiro not only to see China asa nation 
become strong and independent, but to 
secure the individual peace and prosperity 
of her subjects. 

“Within the area occupied by Russia 
certain Chinese officers will continue to 
discharge their duties as usual, subject to 
the control and authority of the Russian 
‘Admiral Lieh in all matters of importance. 

« All orderly Chinese subjects will enjoy 
undisturbed peaco and prosperity under 
Russian protection and all disorderly sub- 
jects will be punished in accordance with 
both Chinese and Russian law. 

“Let all take note and obey.”—Peking 
and Tientsin Times. 














Holtoway's Pills and Ointment.—Infiuen: 
Coughs and Colds.—In diseases of the thre 
and chest, so prevalent in our changeable cl 
mate, nothing so speedily relieves, or so cer- 
tainly cures, us these inestimable remedies. 
These disorders are too often neglected at 
their commencement, or are injudiciously 
treated, resulting in either case in disastrous 
consequences. Whatever the condition of 
the patient, Holloway's remedies will restore, 
if recovery be possible; they will retard the 
alarming ‘symptoms till the blood is purified 
‘ond nature consummates the cure, gradually 
restoring strength and vital nervous power. 
By persevering in the use of Holloway's pre- 

rations, tone is conferred on the stomach 
Bnd frame generally. ‘Thousands of persons 
have testified that by the use of these reme- 
dies alone they have been restored to health 
after every other means had failed. (14) 














LI HUNG-CHANG NEAR 
THE PALACE. 
aan EE 

A private dispatch from Peking to a high 
Chinese ex-official here states that about 
afortnight ago as H.E. Li Hung-chang 
was on the point of entering the precinets 
of the Grand Audience Hall, three hours 
after midnight, to have an interview with 
the Emperor, and just as_he was passing 
through the double line of Imperial Guards 
at the Palace gates, a man dressed entirely 
in black, who it appeared had been con- 
cealing himself behind the Guards, suddenly 
broke through the line and getting within 
striking distance of the old statesman 
launched a blow at his head. Fortunately 
HLE. hnd noticed the commotion made by 
the iman breaking through the Guards 
—possibly he had been informed of the 
probability of such attacks and therefore 
was on the qui vive—and inclining his head 
a little uside managed to partially evade 
the blow, but was not quick enough to pre- 
vent his assailant’s fist from landing on his 
shoulder. ‘Tho atteck was so sudden that 
none of the Guards interfered until the 
assailant seeing that his blow had failed at 
Lis head made an attempt to trip up H.E. 
‘Ther: it was that, just as the man’s right 
leg was being stretched out for the purpose, 
a guardsman brought his naked sword with 
‘a sweep outwards and coming into coritract 
with the man’s foot effectually straighten- 
ed him out on the ground. ‘The next 
minute the man was overpowered, bound, 
and taken to the nearest magistrate’s 
yamén, the attack, by a stretch of imagi- 
nation—in order to lessen the guilt of 
lack of vigilance on those guarding the 
Palace gates—being considered as having 
occurred in the public thoroughfare. For- 
tunately also for the assailant of Li, the 
man was entirely unarmed and without a 
weapon of anysort, and this circumstance 
will save him his head. Owing to the time, 
plece, and circumstances both Li himself 
and the metropolitan government are only 
too anxious hush this matter up. Li because 
if widely known it would bring about him 
a number of other would-be assassins, and 
on the part of the metropolitan police 
officials because if the Emperor knew of 
the atisir many would have to lose both 
rank and position for their Inck of vigil- 
ance. Tt appears that HE. was not at all 
hurt by the blow he received, and went 
through his audience with the Emperor as 
usual a little later. 























THE CUSTOMS SERVICE. 
igs 
It is now some time sinco we published 
in our columns the petition forwarded to 
the Inspector-General of Customs, by the 
united members of his staff, praying that 
in view of the exchange, the Tsungli 
Yamén be moved to increase the rate of 
pay. In due time the customary 
reply was received, expressing the sym- 
dof the service with his 

















to remedy their misfortunes, and stating 
his intention of laying the matter before 
the Yamin, 

Every man is anxious for an increase of 
income, nor can ther be any douht that 
the Customs service is at this date in- 


sulficiently remunerated. It was coitse- 
quently easy to unite all the members of 
the staff in a simple prayer that this 
grievance should be remedied. Had any 
other course been adopted, dissension must 
have arisen, yet it is evident to the 
impartial observer, that this petition only 
concerned itself with the symptoms of the 
disease, taking no note of the causes of the 
malady. Now although it is essential that 
the Customs staff be adequately paid in 
order to guarantee the honest collection 








of the revenue, to the public the 
question of primary interest is the doter- 
mination of the causes of the disease. And 
no sooner is attention directed to this 
point, than it becomes evident that many 
things are in need of explanation. In the 
first place, whilst the cost of collection has 
well-nigh doubled since 1886, the revenue 
collected has only increased fifty per cent. 
Again, owing to the depression in the ten- 
trade, the income derived from the port of 
Foochow has dwindled to little more than 
half what it was ten years ago ; yet tho 
customs staff has not been decreased by a 
single man. Similarly in the other out- 
ports, a staff is maintained quite cut of 
proportion to the importance of the 
trade. In Shanghai, on the other hand, 
where the revenue increases by leaps 
and bounds, the staff is known to be in- 
adequate to grapple with the work. ‘These 
facts alone would be sufficient, indication 
that a protracted residence in Peking, 
coupled with the concentration of his energy 
on diplomatic and non-customs work, have 
interfered with the powers of administra- 

mn once possessed by Sir Robert Hart. 
When, further, it is taken into considera- 
tion that the cost of collection of the 
Customs Revenue ainounts to the very high 
figure of nine per cent of the proceeds, and 
that, in addition, large sums are annually 
paid in special permit f-es, for night work, 
bonding, supervision of wharves, etc ; all 
which {monies help to defray ithe cost’ of 
collection, over and above what is granted 
by the Yamén, it becomes evident that, if 
the staff is underpaid, it must be chiefly due 
to some financial confusion at headquarters. 

But to return to the petition of the staff 
for an increase of pay : an answer has now 
been received to this prayer. It is not a 
direct answer ; but one eminently charac- 
teristic of the diplomatic spirit imbibed 
by the Inspector-General during a long 
residence amongst Orientals, It contains 
no reference to the petition, nor does: it 
profess to be in any way connected with 
that document. It assumes the unpreton- 
tious garb of the gazetting of four gentie- 
men to the rauk of Deputy Commissioner. 
On closer examination, howover, the rela- 
tion is not far to seek.’ The four gentlemen 
in question are all found amongst the ranks 
of the third assistants, and none of them. 
has served eleven years in the Customs, 
Suddenly they are promoted over tho 
heads of fifty of their seniors. 

It must not be imagined that this promo- 
tion has been earned by extraordinary 
services. It may be that the {avoured four 
are men of exceptional ability ; but, as they 
have never been placed in a position to 
prove this, it cannot be that this is tho 
foundation of their good fortune. No, the 
reason must be sought in the petition of the 
service for an increase of pay. ‘This 
petition implies the right to criticise 
the dispensation of the Inspector-General, 
and the prevalence of such a spirit 
could not fail to be offensive to one 
so deeply imbued with ‘a sense of his 
just right to exercise unlimited power as 
is Sir Robert Hart. He has therefore 
taken steps to nip it in tho bud. Most 
men in authority having, let us assume 
through no fault of their own, led a number 
of persons into a false position, by holding 
out to them promises of advancement, 
which they have subsequently been unable 
to fulfil, would strive with all their power 
to alleviate the, consequent suffering. . In 
the palmy days of the Custoins service, when 
all were adequately provided for, it might 
seem justifiable to the Inspector-General to 
present the prizes of the service to members 
of his own family or his own personal 
favourites. At the present day when the 
financial distress of the staffis so great that 
members of a Government servico—known 
to be the men least given to such a step—for- 
mulate a demand for redress, it might have 
been supposed that the Inspector-General 
would have resolved that, if he were un- 
able to remedy the grievance, he would at 
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Jeast’'see “to i 
complaint should be given on the score of 
favouritism and hepotism ; that he would 
dispease nothing but even-handed justice. 
Not so. This is the moment selected 
to insult every member of the staff 
by-a piece of unparalleled favouritism: In 
effect the reply to’the petition’ amounts to 
this - that should the Chinese Government 
he moved to increase the Customs allow- 
ance, he; like Jephthah of old, will find 
means to secure that all the dew shall fall 
on his fleece, and none on the surrounding 
parched and dry ground. 

‘Unfortunately for the Inspector-General, 
although, owins to the members of his staff 
being scattered over the face of the land, 
and being reduced by poverty to a state 
of complete dependence on iis bounty, he 
is able to disregard their rights with impu: 
ty, there has now sprung up a body which 
is ‘not thus'lightly tobe set aside. We 
refet'to the holders of Chinese Govern: 
‘ment bonds, to whom the Customs revenue 
as pledged. ‘They owe it to their owt 
pockets’ to “make provision for the proper 
collection ofthe revenue, and to prevent 
‘the dislocation of the service. It has ever 
‘een the policy of Oriental despots to raise 
men’ from amongst the lower ranks of 
their entourage to places of power, in 
‘order'to ensure to themselves the com- 
plete loyalty of their creatures, through 
good report and evil report. But such 
& line’ of action “has never commended 
itself éo the good sense of Europe. It 
is now time ‘that a stop be put to it 
in ‘the: administration of the ‘Customs. 
For some ‘years: there have been serious 
grounds of complaint ayainst this depar 
ment. Amongst these" may be cited the 
delay in the issue of drawbacks, the 
retention of the harassing Yangize Re- 
guletions, long after the purpose for whi 
they were established has ceased to exist, 
etc, ete, which are all evidences of 
a teadeney on the part of the service to 
relapse into the quagmire of Chinese 
official ways. But worse than all these is 
the minappropriation of the large sums 
collected at tonunge dues, which weigh sb 
heavily on shipping interests. ‘These dues 
‘were originally instituted by Treaty for the 
aole. purpose of defraying the cost of light- 
ing the Chinese. const, Yet i admitted 
thu three-tonths are illegally retained by 
the Cl authorities for other uses ; and, 
furthermore,. it is certain that a large pro- 
portion of the remainder is not spent on 
the objects for which the monies are in- 
tended. Since 1885 these dues 
doubled in amount. During this period 
little new construction has been under- 
taken, and the expense of maintaining the 
Formosan lighthouses has been transferred 
from the shoulders of China to those of 
Japan, What then is done with the Tis. 
300,000 collected yearly, above the sum 
paid as Tonnage Dues in 1885? T 
question to which no answer can be given, 
without the publication of the Custonis 
accounts ; and it is one to which the public 
is entitled to demand a full and satisfactory 
reply. 

‘Circumstances have now changed. The 

British Government, by exacting from 
China the concession that the head of the 
Customs Service shall be a British subject, 
has taken upon itself the responsibility of 
seeing that the Service is justly. adminis- 
tered : the hypothecating of the revenues to 
the European public has given that public 
the right to demand that this duty be 
adoquately performed. If Sir Robert Hart 
is to be permitted to disorganise the service 
entrusted to his charge by eccentric promo- 
tions, no self-respecting man, who is able 
to earn a living elsewhere, will remain 
-member of it; and most certainly it will 
be impossible to replace them by men of 
‘the same standard of integrity and effi- 
ciency: -It would also be too much to 
expect of human nature, that men who 
-ate solely:dependent for promotion on tle 
<epprice of an individual, ‘should take that 
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for the conscientious discharge'of duty. It 
is therefore most satisfactory to learn that 
steps have already “been taken to bring 
the subject to the attention of the British 
Government™in’ Parliament; and it is 
earnestly to be hoped that Sir Claude 
Macdonald and the other Ministers in 
Peking will at one use the power in 
their hands to put an end, once and for 
all, to such proceedings. It is the business 
of the China Association to bring the 
matter to the oficial cognisunce -of the 
Diplomatic Body. 

It is the highest time that the Customs 
Service he properly onsanised as a Govern- 
ment Department : that its members cease 
to be subjected to the humiliation of hold- 

ng ® position which was once accurately 
described by_a plain-spoken Scotch Consul, 
as that of ‘*the I.G.'s flunkeys.” To gai 
this end the first requisite is that promoti 
should'be exclusively by seniority. In addi- 
tion, an independent Committee should be 
appointed to enquire into the state of the 
ices; and for the future the accounts 
should be properly audited and published. 


























THE SECOND MRS. 
TANQUERAY. 
(ap, 


playgoers have never before 
becn privileged to witness, at the local 
theatre, such a magnificent piece of acting 
as Mrs, Brough’s impersonation of Paula 
Tauqueray. Some inay object that the 
exceeding force of the tragic pnssayes, by 
giving an impression of almost. terrible 
strength and passion, rather weaken the 
sympathy which the softer phases of the 
character might win for the unhappy 
heroine, whose vehemence- makes her ap- 
pear well able to protect herself ; but, even 
supposing such an objection to be well 
founded, and it can only be a matter of 
individual opinion, the fact remains that 
Mrs Brough is an actress. of extraordin- 
ary gifts, and that her conception of 
the réle'is ove which will appeal to 
any’ thoughtful spectator. As to the 
play itself, there is room for much con- 
troversy. "There can be no question 
concerning its quality from a dramatic 
or literary point of view, for it is admir- 
ably written by a master in the stage 
craft. But the subject, or perhaps we 
should say the problem, for it is a ‘pro. 
slem play,” is so repulsive and abnormal) 
that we doubt if any good end, whether 
of amusement or instruction, is served 
by sucha presentation of human frailty. 
We understand the intended _ lesson 
of the play to be the injustice of 
insisting on a staudard of morality for 
women higher than that demanded from 
men, and the cruelty of the punishment 
invariably awarded to a woman who has 
lived her life in defiance of the conventions 
and society. If this be the moral of The 
Sccond Mrs. Tangueray, we think the play 
fails in its object, for the heroine is not a 
mere ‘woman with a past” for whom re- 
demption is possible, but she is neurotic 
toa degree bordering on madness, and the 
case is, therefore, altogether abnormal and 
exceptional. That such a woman should 
fail to settle down to her new existence, 
happy in the devotion of the man who has 
rescued her, and content to be simply and 
peacefully at rest, is not to be expected, 
and the result of the experiment could 
never be in doubt. The true note of the 
character is struck immediately the cur- 
tain rises on the second act. Restlessness, 
jealousy, irritation blazing up fiercely into 
temper on the least imaginary provocation, 
mark the woman whose mind is unhinged 
and the strength of whose passions may at 
any time impel her to some frantic deed 
under the promptings of her undisciplined 
emotions. ‘The dictates of ordinary prud- 
ence have’ no hold on her, as witness 
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her vulgar rudeness to.Mrs. Cortelyon on 
her first call. .A sane woman, would be alive 
to the importance of. creating a good im- 
pression on an occasion of such moment to 
her, and would keep cher pride and any 
resentinent she might feel-at:the suspicion 
of patronage under sufficient control to 
save her politeness. But Pau'a Tunqueray_ 
is mad. She has allowed her passions full 
liberty, aud has lost all cominand of her 
feelings. . Even her husband's love and 
patience capnot soothe her jealousy at his 
natural partiality for.his daughter. Occa- 
sional gleams of a better nature reveal them- 
selves, as when we see her disgust at herself 
forstenling Ellean’s letters to her father, and 
her brave determination to restore them 
and confess. And her heroic determination 
to prevent Ellean’s betrothal to Ardale by 
telling the truth, at all costs, to her hus- 
band concerning her former relations with 
the fiancé is a grand indication of the 
original purity of soul which has been 
80 befouled and degraded. To suppose, 
as appears to be intended, that Paula's 
suicide is an act of glorious self-sacrifice is 
mere sentimentalism. It is the inevitablo 
result of her insanity worked up to de- 
speration by the difficulty of her position. 

The saddest; and perhaps..in. some 
way the truest, feature of the play is the 
fact that it is Paula's. better nature which 
leads to her ruin. Her past is ever in her 
mind, making her morbidly sensitive and 
impelling her to frequent confessions and 
allusions. To a selfish and callous nature 
‘an easy road out of her difficulties is pre- 
sented. She has only to hold her tongue 
about Ardale and save the situation. But 
her impulse to do what she conceives the 
right thing is as strong and undisciplined 
as her former inclination to evil, and the 
jealous yearning for,the love of Ellean 
has su stirred her womauly .instincts, ; that 
all prudence, all self-seeking, and all fear of 
the consequences are thrust aside without 
moment's hesitation. Melancholia is 
upon her in its acutest form, and she puts 
anend to a life which might have been 
tolerable had she been more wicked. We 
are afraid that the moral of. the story 
is that when one has sinned the only 
relief is to be found in not attaching too 
much importance to it. A moral which is 
hardly to be commended. 

Tt is to be hoped that. Shanghai is at 
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‘| last awake to the fact, that, in the. visit of 


the Brough Comedy Company, we have 
an opportunity of seeing the latest plays 
performed with quite: unusual skill... ‘The 
acting of Mr. and Mrs. Brough ‘would 
make them famous anywhere, and they are 
admirably supported by well-chosen and 
most competent company. ‘The. scenery 
isnot, as is generally the caso with the 
travelling companies who . visit us, a 
makeshift hash of the cloths lying at the 
Lyceum, but has all been specially painted 
for the different plays. It is all good and 
some of it. is magnificent. We hope that 
the scanty houses which on one or two 
oceasions have so inadequately. rewarded 
the efforts of Mr. and Mrs. Brough nro 
now a thing of the past, and that the 
Support given to the Company during 
their star amongst us will prove that 
Shanghai heartily appreciates a really good 
thing and is ever ready to encourage 
genuine talent whenever it appears. 























ROWLAND'S ODONTO—This has been 
known for 60 yenra to be the best, purest, 
and most fragiant tooth powder, It whitens 
the teeth, prevents and arrests decay, 
strengthens the gums, aud givesR pleasing 
fragrance to the breath. “Rowcax’s 
Macassar Ort preserves and. beautifies 
the huir, and is the best brilliantine for 
Indies’ and children’s hair, ia not too 
greasy or too drying. Alsosold in x golden 
colour. Ask auy chemist or perfumer for 
Rowland’s articles, of 20, Hatton Garden, 
London. 2a 
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THE MAINE DISASTER. AND 
THE PROBABLE WAR. 





We take the subjoined telegrams anent 
the Mains disaster and the probable war 
between the United States and Spain from 
our exchanges :— 

Madrid, 13th March. 
El Imparcial says: “The Government 
is momentarily expecting to receive the 
report of the Spanish Commission, which, 
it is understood, will’ maintain that the 
‘Maine explosion was internal, Although. 
‘the American Commission may give another 
explanation, the Government will energe- 
tically uphold: the Spanish report.” ‘The 
view held in official circles .is that: Spsin 
will not provoke.a war, because, if shedid, 
the. would. Gud, herself. isolated ; but. if 
‘Ametica gives .the provocation Spain will 
not be alone in the steuggle, ‘The, general- 
opinion is that in the event of war Spain 
Will not need to attack American territor; 
Tt will suffice her to pursue x war of privi 
tering. As American commerce is seven- 
fold greater than Spain's, Amorican. inte- 
rests would suffer most. 

Paris, 13th March. 

The Temps says: “Spain docs nob 
deceive herself when, she counts vpon the 
sympathies, at least, latent, of European 
governments ; but it would be a mistake for 
her to expect any actual, support from either 
Great Britain ‘or the Triple Alliance. Be- 
fore all sho must-rely upon-herselE.’ 

‘New York, 15th March. 

A Herald Washington despatch says : 
«T would rather my Administration should 
ben ignominious failure than thatit should 
be responsible for an unholy war.” This 
was the declaration. made by: President 
MeWinley to an Administration. Senator, 
with whom. he-was discussing the danger 
of a conflict with Spain». This shows:that 
the President, while vigorously preparing. 
for national defence and, for.the successful 
prosecution of a war should it be thrust. 
upon the United States, still hopes for 
‘a peaceful’ solution of the: present  trou- 
bles with Spain, and: is determined that 
if there. is .war it shall be: one that 
Spain is responsible for bringing on. ‘The 
President will maintain the honour and 
dignity. of the country. He will insist 
upon reparation for the Maine disaster, 
and he will take steps to bring about the 
termination of the Cuban insurrection. 
His course. will be.such, however, that-if 
war results, it will be a war which will: not 
only meet the approval of the people of the 
United,. States, but one which foreign 
nations and the, calin judgment of history 
will justify the Administration in waging. 
‘The clamour of the jingoes will not influence 
the President, andhe will not be driven 
into. plunging the: country into an un- 
justitiable war. 


























London, 16th March. 

‘The Gnal,contrsct providing for the sale 
of the warships Amazonts and Almirante 
“Abreveto the United States has been signed. 
‘The price is something over £500,000 
(82,500,000) for both, the. ships. An 
American, crew is expected to take posses- 
sion. of the: Amazonas ,on Friday. Her 
Brazilian.crew will go.to Newcastle to man 
the Aquidaban,, which the Brazilian Go- 
vorninent, according to dispatches received 
to-day, will not sell. It is added that. 
Brazil’ will ‘not sell any, more warships for 
tho present except the two const- defence 
ships,.,the Marshal de Odeore and Marshal 
Floriano, which are being built in France. 
The Abreu cannot be completed: for six 


wwooks. 
New York, 17th March. 
‘A. Herald cable. from San Juan, Porto: 
Rico, says. that the feeling against. Ameri- 
Gans there is growing bitter. American 
Consul Hanna will ask for.a war-ship. 
Seattle (Wash.); 22nd Match. 
Cipher dispatches .hava been received by 
officials.,in,-this ., State, sings..the Maing 








disaster, and itis believed that the-Nations.1 
Guard has been given to understand that it 
may be called upon for active service 
against Spain. 

New York, 22nd March. 

A special to the Press from Key West 
says: A remarkable development of the 
enquiry leaked gut to-night. It is to-the 
effect that a mass of evidence was present- 
ed to the court to show that.Cubans blew 
up the warship. 

‘The Girst four days of the court’s sitting 
were devoted to the hearing of this 
evidence: So stroag was it that, if Tam 
not misinformed, a paragraph actually was 
drawn to be inserted in the. findings de- 
claring that the preponderance:of evidence 
went to show that Cubans, were responsible 
for the crime, their. purpose being to force 
a crisis between Spain aud the United 
States. 

But something happened: at: the-end of 
the fourth day's sitting- which. proved: the: 
Cubans, guiltless. As’ the findings now 
stand,. the Cubans being. absolved: the 
finger of suspicion can. point. only.one way 
—toward Madrid. 

‘Phere is nothing in the report indicating 
or oven intimating. the identity of the 
assassins. The -report. leaves no doubt 
thap a submarine, mine. was: used, but it 
contains not even a speculation as. to 
whether it was. set off, by. the Spanish 
officers in control, or by fanaties who found 
access to.the explosive. 

Tam not able to state the exact character 
of the mine, But the finding is that 
it was. either a mino: long-ago planted 
in the. harbour,,.waiting. in near-by wa- 
ters.to accomplish the purpose for which 
was intended, or a mine placed in position: 
a day or two before it was exploded. 

Neither aim I able to state with certainty 
whether the mino was operated from shore 
by a switchboard, or- whether a trigger, 
partly submerged, -struck the ship's hull 
and detonated the charge buoyed:half-way 
between the harbour bottom and the sur- 
face of the water. ‘These detiils. are 
treated exhaustively.in the report. 

‘A Sun Havana cable says: On account 
of the semi-official decliration made here 
to-day that-if the United-States demands 
indemnity: from Spain-for the-disaster to 
the Maine, Spain will not answer the 
American note until receiving. tho. report 
of Senor Peral, judge-advocate. of the 
Spanish hoard of enquiry, your correspon- 
dent called to-day on that Spanish naval 
officer, to inquire when his report will be 
ready. 

Senor Peral said that although. he is 
working hard, he cannot tell precisely 
when his report will be ready. He refused 
to say whether he had already -com- 
municated any of his views as to the.| 
accident to Madrid. The Spanish auth 
ties here believe that the report of Senor 
Peral will-be ready by Wednesday. ° 

‘There is great anxiety in Mairid, ac- 
cording to a despatch r-ceived to-day by 
‘La Lach, over the report of the American 
hoard of enquiry... Pressure is made on the 
Government by radical. parties and_ the 
conservatives to consider any. demand for. 
an indemnity as an insult to Spanish 
honour. 


























General Weylor has definitely withdrawn-_ 


his. candidacy as_a deputy to the Cortes 
from Havana... He. says that under tho 
present. circumstances the. insulting 
titude of the United States toward 
prevents him from participating’ in political 
contests and he desires only that the day 
may soon: come- when he may again serve 
his country in the field of battle. 
Washington, 22nd March: 
‘The Cabinet esting to-day lasted somé- 





thing over an hour and was.devoted exclu. 


sively to the Spanish situation in generat 
and to the forthcoming report of the Muine 
court of enquiry. 

‘The tone of the discussion was very firm 
and determined: that there must-come an 
erid-to the present-state of affairé-in Ouba, 
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Havana, 23rd March. 

Chaplain‘ Chidwick hay ‘completed:.-his 
mortuary report, which’ shows ‘that 257° 
men and two officers’ perished in ‘the. 
catastrophe: six succambed to their in- 
juries while lying in the San Ambrosi 
‘Hospital ; one died-on the Spanish.trans- 
port ; 171 bodies have been'recovered from 
the wreck, of which sixty-one were buried in 
Colon Cemetery and eleven at Key West. 
‘This is the official report, made public after 
careful correction... 















THE NEW M.M. STEAMER 
INDUS. 


‘The Ceylon Observer publishes the follow- 
ing interesting description of the new 
Messayeries Maritimes steamer Indus which, 
has just finished “her first ‘journey to the 
East and made her first visit-to: Shanghat 
on the 13th instant : 

‘The Indus was: built at: La Ciotat,' the’ 
ket having been Inid on the 2ndof “May, 
1896, and she was launched on the 29th of 
‘August last. At her trial trip she showed 
& maximum speed of 19} knots without 
the slightest pushing. As she showed om 
the voyage out, upon which ‘she started 
from Marseilles on ‘the 18th of “March, 
sho can’ easily dod knots, A. twin 
screw steamer, ‘her triple expansion en- 
gines are -of 3,600 ' horse power each: 
aud she is fitted with. Belleville boilers. 
Her gross tonnage’ is 6,357.29, her lengtl 
141.95 metres, breadth 15.50 metres. depth 
7 metres, minimum draft 6.40 metres and 
maximum draft 7.83 metres. She’ is built 
to carcy 3,500 cubic metres of cargo, Shio 
has also capacity for 1,200 tons of coal; ther 
general displacoment being 9,850:tons. Her 
passenger accommodation is as follows 
first-class 143, second-class 71, and third 
class 81, ‘making a total of 295 ; and her 
crem, including officers;"numbers'204: The” 
steamer carries « mail agent with ‘special 
rooms for the ‘manipulation of the mails, 
which are sorted and ready for di 
very whonever sho reaches port. She- 
has also n very large staff of -atten- 
dants and every provision seems to havo 
been made for the ‘comfort’ of thé ‘ pas- 

























songers. The cabins are large, airy, and 
well appointed; tho saloons elegantly filted 
ups and smi 


g, reading and writing 
rooms. are provided. No. expense ‘has 
been spared in furnishing the -vessel with 
every detail likely to conduco to com- 
fort and there is also much to please the 
artistic sense. The entrance to the first 
saloon amidships may ‘bo: described ‘as ‘a 
gallery with balastrades of mahogany; from 
Which access is had:to the music room,” the 
anels.of which, as well as the: roof,: are 
adorned with exquisite classical pictures, 
émblematical of music, set in, what may 
bo-described is, a frame-work of silver- 
gilt. Mirrors -enhance'the prettiness of the 
Scene, and the effect produced ‘when: the: 
vessel iv fully lit up by tho electric light” 
ive can readily understand to be enchanting. 
¢-saloun and other rooms are 
dealt with in-a similarly artistic manner, 
with landseapes and other paintings-delight- 
fully refreshing in their colour as well as 
pleasing in theirsubjects. ‘The menw'cards 
vof art in ‘their: way, some of 
them: being also of a rather humorous 
character. There ‘is every ‘cinvenience:in 
the way of baths, ete., and the passengors 
speak most highly -of all the arrange- 
ments. ‘The Captain’s cabin is a model 
of comfort ‘and’ luxury’ and ‘is fitted’ up 
with w beautifully’ draped ‘swinging berth,” 
which remains. perfectly’stenily ‘however 
heavily the ship may roll. From his-roont 
there is immediate ‘nccess to the wheel- 
house, which is fitted up with ingenious 
electric appliances for showing the condi- 
tion of the lights. There are electric bells 
throughout the ship.” The promenade deck 
is about 115 yards in length:and provides 
ample space: forall sorte-of games!-and 
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entertainments. One of the passengers on 
her first voyagé for Japan was Professor 
Sylvain Levi, of the Collige de France. 
He is an eminent Sanskrit scholar, and is 
devoting a good deal of his attention to 
the study of Buddhism. Another passenger 
was M. Pichon, on his way to take up 
his appointment as French Minister at 


Peking. 








BREWINGS OF OLD DIARY 
LEAVES. 
ae 
‘A SHORT HISTORY OF CHINEIANG. 

A knowledge of places and things 
modifies our thoughts, influences our 
lives, and gives a better direction to our 
work. True information changes the 
mental status by widening the scope of 
vision, The scenery at Chinkiang is 
grand but its interest aud beauty ure 
doubly enhanced by the pictures which 
imagination bas painted on the great 
river aud surrounding hills in conse- 
quence of the possession of historical 
facts. Walking over the hills, one 
occasionally turns up an English bullet. 
Instantly "the thought reverts to 
Canton, Commissioner Lin, Captain 
Elliot and the Opium War; of two 
great nations mutually ignorant, but 
equally proud, and to a host of other 
events aud men (dust long ago) which 
tho little pellet of lend has conjured up. 
‘The bullet doubtless had its living billet, 
for the English shot at the heart in the 
Battle of Chiukiang and they were ex- 
cellent inarksmen. During this reverie 
one quite forgives the urchin who has 
been calling “foreign devil” on the 
other side of the valley, for the idea 
flashes across one’s mind that possibly 
that same urchin is telling the truth if 
the allusion is made to the man who 
fired that bullet into the life centre of 
an immortal heing a generation ago. 

Yet the proverbial fool would dis- 
cover nothing extraordinary in this 
opium pill; neither would he in the field 
at, Waterloo, nor in the Tower of London, 
becanse he is ignorant of the history that 
lies behind such and renders them the 
objects of interest that they are. To the 
uneducated the British fg might appear 
a senseloss device, a mere rag with some 
figures woven in—but, Oh ! what astory 
of patriotism, blood, fire, and sword those 
emblems express ! 

On my way to China sixteen years ago 
oneof theship'speople asked me why Iwas 
going there? He was told. His response 
was that he didn’t believe “that old Jew 
book.” He had doubts too, he said, that 
such a man as Luther ever existed and 
did not quite believe the Reformation, 
because be had “been over there” him- 
self and saw nothing of these things ! 

‘This gentleman evidently thought he 
would meet Luther on the street, hear 
papal bulls bellowing in the fields, or 
behold shaven-headed monks pasting up 
theses on the church doors. Iu the 
absence of these, he’concluded there had 
probably been no Reformation. Like- 
wise many fenther-headed planet-cirelers 
in these days lightly give their valuable 
testimony against mission work. Ex- 
pecting to see idol bonfires, moles and 
bats, temple destruction and myriads 
of wholly sanctified Chinese, they are 
staggered at something else—possibly a 
Scotch and spiritual something sold 





cheap in Shanghai—and decry missions 
aud especially missionaries. 

An acquaintance with reliable, his- 
torical knowledge differentiates us from 
the Chinese and forms an almost im- 
passable barrier betwixt us. At the 
same time we confess with shame that 
we know too little of Chinese history. 
Chinese chroniclers were so much ham- 
pered by the pernicious doctrine of 
metempsychosis— aud what incentive 
can there be-in writing anything for 
posterity when posterity may. be at 
this moment noisily existent in a goat 
oradonkey1—that we cannot seriously 
blame them for their meagre allusious or 
contemptuous silence in regard to mo- 
mentous occurrences. There is so much 
chaff and so little wheat, or as the 
Americans would say, “too much sugar 
for a cent,” that a lazy man does doubt 
the utility of sifting and winnowing and 
picking the heterogeneous mass. 

“Ven you'rea married man, Samivel 
said old Weller, “ you'll understand a 
good many things as you don't 
understand now ; but vether its worth 
while goin’ through so much to learn so 
little, as the charity boy said ven he got 
to the end of the alphabet, is a matter 
o' taste. J rather think it isu’ 

‘There is just as much lying in Chinese 
history as there is in any other. In the 
former it is more apparent, for there the 
facts ave hopelessly mixed with super- 
stition and no scourge of destructive 
criticism has Iashed out the anachro- 
nisms and inaccuracies. The events 
recorded in this Short History may be 
relied upon as tolerably certain, ‘They 
are the resultant of the winnowing and 
picking just referred to—ground and 
prepared to suit the palate and diges- 
tion of the English. The admixture of 
certain somnorific dates was necessary 
to render the matter cohesive, so we 
warn all literary dyspeptics against  pro- 
ceeding farther.  Indigestible sweet- 
meats produce Carlyliau atrabiliousness, 
melancholia, or in Saxon, black bile, 
The student of Chinese soon finds on 


that the words JAF fu and BE kien, 


which we translate respectively, prefect 
and magistrate, mean also prefecture 
aud magistracy. The former term conveys 


the idea ofa palace. Jif f FEQKRE 
“ Where is your honourable palace 1” or 
in brusque English, “Where do you 
ve 2” is an expression we use every day 
in addressing the polite Chinese. 

China was divided into prefectures in 
the ninth century, when Alfred the Great 
after subdaing the Danes, divided 
England into counties and founded the 
University of Oxford. The prefect of 
Chinkiang is ruler of the four magi 
tracies of Tant‘n, ‘Tanyang, Chiut‘an, 
and Liyang. Chinkiang city is located 
in the first of these and to this magis- 
tracy we will confine this History. 
‘Tant‘ubien is bounded on the north by 
the rolling, treacherous Yangtze. ‘This 
river carries so much mud in solu- 
tion and deposits such quantities 
of it into the Pacific Ovean that it 
colours that body of brine for fifteen 
miles out. From time immemorial the 
Chinese have called that part of the 
ocean Huangbai or the Yellow Sea, 






































‘This district is the most northerly of the 
Kianguan river hiens. It extends about 
sixteen miles south to the Tapyang and 





Chint‘mn districts, and is bounded on the 
east by the Ch‘angehou prefecture and 
on the west by Kiangning or Nanking. 
The name Tant‘n was given to the dis- 
trict about 200 B.C. when Ch‘in Shih, 
Huang ‘was on the throne. As this 
Prince is connected with the name, it is 
relevant to the subject to give some 
account of him. 

From the fact that he subdued 
all the neighbouring States he has 
been called the Napoleon of China 
by modern historians. After becoming 
ruler of the whole country, he made 
progresses through his domains, built 
public edifices, made roads, canals, ete, 
and sought in every way to facilitate 
trade between his 36 provinces. To 
keep out the Huns, he built the Great 
Wall, completing it in ten yenrs. But 
his name is detested by the Chinese for 
the following reason. When the reins of 
the empire were firmly in his hand -he 
was told by one of the great scholars that 
“a state of things not modelled from 
the lessons of autiquity would not long 
coutinue.” This remark being laid be- 
fore the Ministers one of them arose aud 
denounced the scholar so pungently that 
the Emperor decreed that these records 
of antiquity should be destroyed and 
“that those who made mention of the 
past so as to blame the present should 
be put to death, along with their rela- 
tives.” So the books were burned and 
460 scholars who had violated the pro- 
hibition were buried alive in pits. One 
might almost wish that this Emperor 
had waited about two thousand years to 
be bora not for the purpose of interring 
alive some of the autiquity-loving neo- 
phobists of to-day, but simply to frighten 
them. Then, too, there is excellent 
material for bonfires in Chinese libraries, 
Ch'in would have been just the man to 
put tho Germans out of Shantung, for 
no sedan-sitting, opium-smoking, long- 
finger-nailed, obese, inactive progress- 
barring mandarin was he. However, he 
was superstitious and constantly on the 
wateh as all usurpers are lest some one 
should dethrone him. A certain hill 
said to exist just beyond the present 
East gate of Chinkiang was so pregnant 
with “Imperial Influence” that whoever 
had the good fortune to bury a relative 
this favourable spot or be buried there 
himself would have a son occupy tho 
Imperial Throne. Ch‘in heard of it aud 
ordered his exiled convicts to destroy its 
influence by cutting a ditch about it, 
Because these culprits wore red clothes 
they were called Tant'u or “Red 
Exiles” and from these the uame of 


FHBERK is derived. 
&. 

SESW KF Set RHE Be 
BEF ABRAMS 
Fee 

From the Yii, Shang, and Hsia dynas- 
ties (2,255 B.C.) the region North and 
South of the Yangtze was known as Yang- 
chow. ‘The river up to a few centuries ago 
extended from the bills where Foreign 
Vandals have eut roads, clear across to 
the present city of Yangchow. Inscrip- 
tions now extant on Silver Island des- 
cribe that country as jf¢ or Sea. The 
locality of the British Cemetery is tos 


day called P'ai-wan, or Raft Bend. Ou 
the way to Nauking in 1842 the British 
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flest sailed between Golden Island and 
the southern shore, One ship struck 
the little rock, just now high and dry on 
the north of the Island, "Not far from 


this spot is the celebrated FAVA 9 
or “Middle Bubbling Fountain,” that 
history says was 300 feet below the 
surfuce of the river. Chinese Emperors 
have loudly praised the water of this 
spring, which was drawn up in buckets. 
Buddhist priests will tell you to-day that 
the stagnant stuff in the dirty pool with 
a “bubble” is “excellent for tea. De 
gustibus non est disputandum. 

‘the site of the Foreign Concession a 
few yenrs ago was called Ts‘ingt‘sai- 
tien, or the “Garden of Greens,” and 
the ‘little rocky prominence not far 
from the Cathedral is Cheuping'shan, or 
Screen-Guarded Hill. Its foot was once 
lnved by the rippling tide, At this time 
Kunchou was an isiand and flocks of 
geese aud ducks floated peacefully upon 
the bosom of the stream, or sailed in 
clouds with clamant voice, above the 
current of Broad, or Yangtze, river, 
undisturbed by the bewildering noise of 
paddle-wheel or the unearthly screech 
of the syren whistle, 

History tells us that before the time 
of Chin’ Shih Huang, the star Aquila 
which the Chinese call Zhe Herdsman, 
was directly on the zenith, It is uot 
the place here to dispute stellar prero- 
gatives in the Tant'a district. We 
simply disentangle a fuct of history from 
the web of astrology. The “Wife” of The 
Herdsman star who is permitted to visit 
him only once in the year, and who lives 
just across the river, the Milky Way, is 
the star Lyra, Western astronomers 
have caloulated that Lyra will become the 
North Star in 12,000 years from the 
present time, Pega is some distance from 
the zenith when it crosses the meridian 
now, but if it is gradually travelling 
north and will occnpy the plice of 
Polaris in the time stated above, it must 
have been thousands of years ago when 
the fact of its beiug on or near the 
zenith was noted. 


‘The City of Chinkiang is known as 
HERI od HR LL. The first is because 


of its low-lying situation, aud the second 
from its being the mouth, or port of the 
Capital of Nanking. We first read of 
Chinkiang-Fw in the Sung Dynasty about 
1000 A.D. Names, like all other sublun- 
ary things, undergo change. [n 500 
A. D. Yangehow was called Southern 
Hsiichou, but afterwards resumed its 
old name, ‘The chow was divided into 
chuin $f, earldoms, or principalities, 
Vhronghout all this time, with only 
slight variations, the district has pre- 
served the old name of Tant‘. Kan-Lu- 
Sze, or Temple of Sweet Dew, is said to 
be culled after the Emperor of the name, 
265 A.D. When the imposing structure 
was erected on the Peliku Hill half-a- 
dozen years ago to P’eng Yitling, many 
bricks bearing that Emperor’s Kuohao or 
dynastic name, were dug up and carried 
ay by the Chinese who used thera for 
K-slabs, 

In the Han Dynasty, just before the 
birth of Christ, there was a city wall 
made of brick, beyond the hills which 
skirt the eastern approaches toChinkiang. 
The FAME hill formed the N.W. corner 
ofthis wall. When China was conquered 














by the Tartars in the Yuan Dynasty 
(1300 A.D.), theramparts ofall the cities 
under their sway were thrown down. 
Those of Chinkiang suffered in the gene- 
ral catastrophe. The wall which now 
encireles the city was built in the Ming 
Dynasty about 500 years ago. It 
measured then about 9 di in circum- 
ference. In later years it was extended 
and it is now over 12 Ji or 4 English 
miles around. It has over 1,000 bastions 


called by the Chinese Arf, or Woman's 
Wall. Besides this, there is a new or 
outer wall thrown up by the rebels forty 
years ago and, old men say, completed 
in a single night, Tt is about 24 miles 
long and skirts the Canal feom the West 
gate to the river. From thence it runs 
along. the river bank to the hill at 
Kaulusze and on the bill top abruptly 
turns and joins the old city wall at the 
North gaie. For several years the 
voracious Yaigtze has been eating away 
the southern shore between the China 
Merchants’ godowns and Kaulusze. It 
was painful to witness the inevitable 
doom that awaited this old structure, 
and exasperating to see the unconcern 
of the dilatory officials as to the 
salvage of the excellent bricks, especially 
when the hundreds of poor and almost 
houseless families living on the river 
side might have made themselves goud 
dwellings from the material, As it is a 
capital offence to steal a city wall brick, 
and as the mandarins did not care a 
rush, or were superstitious about T'ai- 
p‘ing walls, itream got the most of it; 
for down it tumbled into the capacious 
maw of the great Yellow Stork, the Yang- 
tze, and the softer bricks were ground to 
original dust by the hard gizzard stones 
off Silver Island, und swept away to sea 
by the resistless push of its rapid current, 
‘The student of History must ever be on 
his guard against reading entirely the 
past by the present, or the present by 
the past. Seeing so many Chinese wear- 
ing that elegant appendage which for- 
eigners have most iuelegantly dubbed 
the pigtail,” but which is called by 
the natives par excellence the “ twist,” 
we are apt to full into the error of 
supposing that the Chinese always wore 
the queue. This is a tremendous mis- 
take. ‘The fact is that the sons of Han 
“caught a Tartar” a few centuries ago, 
who compelled them to adopt his customs, 
twist and all. We say “sons” of Han 
advisedly for the term does not embrace 
the daughters in this case. These refused 
point-blank to submit, justly considering 
it a piece of impertinence on the part of 
any men, Tartar or what not, to dictate 
to them in the matter of wearing apparel. 
And so stout-hearted were they withal 
that the conquerors gave in, and the Chi- 
nese ladies ever afterwards set their own 
fashions, The Tartars wero wise enough 
not to disturb -the status quo of books, 
burial usages, etc, of the Chinese ; no 
one who has any kuowledge whatever 
of the martial spirit of these people 
(begging Lord Wolseley’s pardon), is 
surprised that the Chinese men do not 
eject the Teutons from Kinochon. * 
They are now proud of their pigtails, 














* When this was written (1898) Ger- 
many had just taken possession of part of 
Shantong.and Prince Henry was visiting 
Chins. 


aud quote a certain adage which evidences 


the chicken heart, AEE DE AEE 
REA ‘i 


“We submitin life but not in death, 
‘The men submitted but not the 
women.” ; 
A few myrinds of determined, natural- 
footed Chiuese women might have dusted 
the Germans out with their brooms, 
Before leaving the subject we would 
call attention to a couple -of beautiful 
mottoes descriptive of Chinkiang which 
are written over the gateway of this 
wall aud which are to be seen just after 
crossing the pontoon bridge across the 
canal, Ono reads: #S/T HAR “The 
Key of the Long River.”+ The other 


HY AGF “Montled with the hills 
and girdled by the rivers.” 





+ The name of the Yangtzo in this section 
of its course. ? 








CYCLING ROUND THE WORLD. 





‘THE LAST SPIN IN CHINA. 


OUR RECEPTION IN sHANcHar. 


SEVENTY-FIRST ARTICLE, 
Shanghai. 

Tt was raining, it was slecting. it was 
snowing. It was wretched. So were wo 
the morning wo turned our bicycles east, 
towards Shanghai. 

“Better stay till the weather clears up,” 
suggested the Wuhu Consul. 

“Rather not, thank you,’ 
“ must push on. 

“Well, go by the Yangtze bank, and 
you'll fall in with Englishmen at Nanking 
and Chinkiang and ride by tho Grand 
Canal to Soochow ; you'll find none tho 
way yeu propose, 

© Never min 
try and risk it. 

‘And so we struck ff through the chill, 
sloppy dreariness, with a narrow crvek as 
sur guide, and a flask as our comforter.” 
And we had just youe from Wuhu ono 
hour when threo gentlemen from Nanking 
culled at the British Consulate 10 wffer us 
hospitality. A committee of reception had 
heen formed, with the Rev, T. W. 
Houston, of tho American Mission, at its 
rend, and they wanted to do us honour. 
‘That we learnt days We were sorry 
to have disyppointed the good folks of 
China’s ancient capital, Yet:theirs was 
the gain, They can console themselves 
with the satisfaction that threo. daring, 
denth-defying adventurers almost visited 
them. Had wo gone to Nanking they 
would only have rocollected a trio of lanky, 
rough-clad, cold-toed cyclists, as ravenous 
as wolves, and quits unpicturesque, and 
Tncking in’all the qualities of heroes. 

Innumerable marshes lie between Wahu 
nd the Grand Canal, and it was a clevee 
ides on our part to take a native hoat with 
us, Elso we must have swam, waded, and 
generally got oursolves in a mess. When 
we reached n nasty part we boarded the 
bark and took it easy till a tow-path hove 
in sight. We slept in it at night,—cold 
ing nights that settled « hoar-frost on 
our beards. And we had an English-speak- 
ing Chinese “boy” with us, a long, rake- 
shaped rascal, who swore with much 
fluency. 

He came to us with little clothivg. We 
gave him more. We had fresh supplies at 














said wo; 





‘ll wheel across coun- 























Shanghai, and we transforred our tatters 
bit by bit. He put overything on, and day 
by day he swelled * wisibly.” At the end 
of a week wo took an inventory of his 
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attire: Ho-waa wearing two. pairs of socks, 
one pair of woollen. stockings, two pairs of 
drawers, suit of pyjamas. a pair of 
knickerbockers and a pair of trousers, two 
singlets and half a.shirt, one, waielcoat, 
and two jackets, Those. jackets needed » 
gusset to make them fit. He wasn per- 
ambulating second-hand clothes shop, and 
he complrinedof cold. 

‘We j,bumped. slowly ,,over} the rough 
ground. And,at-all. the villages.we bad 
the customary mobs, who said rude things, 
At one place, culled"Pungps, they were 
nasty. “They started by: pushing”one‘an- 
otlier against ux,.and: waxing in humour, 
conceived. the: magnificent idea of pitch. 
ing the three of us into a creck. That 
would have been great fun—to them, 
We decided differontly. When zthe- un- 
washed, huddle-shouldered, slit-oyed crowd 
tried, to. sweep us. tu the. water, we just 
Danged away. for two minutes with fists »t 
every Celvstial nose within arm's reach, 
‘That ensured temporary, respect. 

Then we went to the yamén and walked 
round the mandarin saying things. He 

juckered'his face and remarked: he would 

0 his best, Meantime, the Tungpaites 
were picking up their courage and all the 
sxailuble stones to salate us. 
better .give.us a guard of 
soldiers,” we suggested. 

But I have no soldiers,” said the 
offic 
Well, make them," we replied; “and 
just to ‘avoid any -.unpleasantness, we 
Would be obliged if yon would walk with us 
to the limits of. the; town.so: that you may 
appreciate ! ts of atone-throwing ” 
fo, drew a long face and said ho was 
busy. Business be banged, we told him, 
und when he reslised we were very fearful 
persons; lie produced three soldirs, earh 
carrying s couple of. short swords in red 
lush sexbbards, We moved on, We 
hemmed the mandarin hetween the bicycles, 
and the warriors hovered sround, thump: 
ing all Chinese who displayed obtrusive- 
ness. Not astone was thrown, 

‘Wo got a fine bit of road just outside 
Tungpa, and wo broathed'freely in-wheel- 
tog away over the brown, parched, heaving 
land, 












































‘hod Shapa. “It was getting 

peuple were inclined to 
were literally. carried along 
tho winding, darksome, narrow streets. 
Coming to an open space, we rested between 
awalland the mob. There was showing 
and scuffling, and general excitement. 
Somebody throw a piece of hard mud, and 
in,» couple of seconds x d-zen pieces of 
hard mud whizzed xt us. We made a push 
towurds a teashouso, but the jam of people 
was-too great. 

By the bank-side of the creek edging the 
town were hundreds of junks. We jump- 
ed aboard ono and dropped ourselves into 
safety just ax a shower of stones pursued. 

“Push, off into .tho stresm.” wo,bawled 
to.the buatmau.. But.instead of.doing that 
he.pranced-up aud downlike one demented, 
wringing his hanis, crying .and swesring 
his boat would: besmashed, We told him 
he would be paid well.if only he would get 
away. But he would do. nothing but wail, 
and at every rattle of the stones his old 
mother and,his fl bby wife set up a screech- 
ing as though they were being murdered. 

“You push your boat off or I'll blow 
your brains out,” was the very daring and 
also entruthful ‘thing.one of us said, and a 
revolver was held under his nose signi- 
ficantly. Down he dropped on hisknees 
and moaned that his life might. be spared. 
‘Then he tumbled ashore to loosen the 
chains. 

Tt was quite dark, and a black noisy 
mass of three or four hunired people 
blotted the bank. Some tried to board 
the junk, but we stamped on their Gngers 
and hit them over the head with pieces of 
plank. One man, yelling he was the 
‘owner, clambered up ‘the side and forbade 


























the junk to be moved. We-threw him |:their last stand till they. were smashed -up 
overbourd. by General Gordon and. Li: Hung-chang. 

The pelting-of stones-recommenced.: We | And here is a story. -When -the rebels 
puffed out the lanterns so we could not he| were fairly. cornered:a conferenc of the 
teen. The old mother screamed that she | leaders on both sides was called under a 
would commit suicide, ‘that she would | flag of truce. Li Hung-chang received tho 
throw herself into the water and she kept | reivels leaders in a pavilion, and. dictated 
up the assertion for ten minutes. Then | to. them severe terms of-surrender. The 
one of.us a~gallinily said thet-if she didw't | enemy said they could not accept,- »nd 
keep .quict..he would pour a bucket-of| that they would rather fight to ‘the 
water over her. :That.produced silence. | end. ‘Thereupon the wily and unscrupulous 

We were,.in for alively evening. The | Li gave a sigual, in rushed the soldiery and 
junk was being, furiladed merrily and off rolled -the' heids: of the rebel:chiefs. 




















Vigorously. .A: big, pumpkin-shaped lan-| Gordon, on :heariny:‘that the: sacredness 
tern was lit and one of us.went on deck | of a trace.had boon. villainously violated, 
with.a revolver, raged and stormed. The usual weapon he 





All the junks were.awinging their Chi-| carried was a small cane, but he tossed 
nese lanterns, and .dozens of lamps were | this aside, and, snatching up a revolver, 
bobbing about on the shore. It was a] went in search of Mr. ‘Li Hung-chan; 
quaint sight Mr. Li Hung-chang, “however, had’ his 

There wax. the: ragged cyclist standing | scouts out aud when Gordon came tearing 
with pistol cocked in the glare of the Jamp, | and. fumivg vengefully..down ‘one: street, 
and in front was the howling mob, Tho | Mr. Li.was skipping along the bck. of 
Chinese servan', under instruction, ad-| another street. ‘The hide and seck con- 
dressed hiis countrymen, somewhat in theso | tinued all. day, and then Gordon, very 
words: ‘You're a lot of blink idiots. |'disgusted at the treachery, went off to 
You Chinese call yourselves polite, and |:Shanghai 
this is how you treat strangers. Aren't | Soothow is: about smiles round, 
you ashamed? ' This: gentleman has gun. |;That night of our .arzival we mustshave 
Don’t. you see it? It will kill six peop'e | yone round it three times,. and when-wo 
at. once, If there's another stone thrown |:wero tired, -we sat-down.on gravo.monnds 
he'll start killing you, and he'll kill every | and sxid it was jus’ our luck. We. went 
‘oue of you.” And.all this time the re- We found a good roid, Hullo! 
volver was pointed over the heads of the ese ever made this, we agreed. 
crowd ata wall. ‘The Chinese sniffed dvn-| ‘Then. grout cotton mills, rattling and:roar- 
ger aud the stone-throwing stopped. ing, and-electric: lights loomed in: sight, 

The boat was loosened from het moorings | It ‘was. like a:steay strost in Burnley. or 
a last, and off.wo went bumping among the | Oldham, instead.of far-off Cathay. ‘Chere 
other junks. When beyond the town avd sliop wwith.a board bearing the legend, 
safe from molestation we sat down to smoke "sy Chandler,” ‘There was a tubby, 
and chat. moon-fncod Celestial sitting on a tin of 

Suddenly it dawned on us that the boat | kerosene oil. 
had-stopped. It had. It hadrumashore,| “Hullo! Ah’ Sin,” we hailed ; “can 
‘And the crew, inan, wife, and mother, hal | you give us something to eat?” 
gone, .disappeared, -vanished. We wera] ‘You bet your boots, I eau,” he replied 
sole ‘masters. We didn’t bother, but/in English ; and then we ‘sat on his 
wrapped ourselves in our blankets counter and ate nino tins of Cambridge 
went to sleep. At daybreak the wife] sausages, 
returned. She wanted the equivalent of| ‘How far from hore to the Britiedh’Con- 
twenty-four shillings, and she was ex-| sulate?” we inquired ultimately. 
cordingly pleased to get the equivalent of] ‘Five miles,” exid Ah Sin, 
eight, “Then. wo will sleop here, ch?” 

Phe next few-daysilacked incident. We] “Bust your boxts you can.” And ho 
jogged on.slowly, and occasionally had the | gave us. each a couple of shutters as.a bed, 
mild diversion of tumbling into a marsh. | ind we stuck corned beef tins under out 
All the coustry wt pleasantly reminiscent | hends for pillows and mere quite happy. 
of our.own Broads, the waterways with the | And in the morning, when the Christian 
big. nquare-ssiled ‘boats, the strerches of | church bells were -ringing—oh, you must 
rustling reeds, and the rushes overhoad of | go into the far cornera of ‘the ‘earth for 
startles wild-fowl. ‘The little towns where | many months «really to ‘love -that sweet 
we: lulted, Nudoo and Leyang, wero all| jangle on a beautiful Sabbath morn—wo 
cleft by-canals, and alway: erend was | set off to the Consulate, and were «wel- 
tucly, hooped stone arch. Some places. |comed by the British Consul and Mes. 
had quite a Cath-y-Venetisn air sbout| Ker. hia charming young Cauadian wife. 
thom. ‘The back doors opened directly | And.for two days we spread-oursolves out 
upon the water, and all the little tea-4 un Mrs. Ker's couches ani took it Iazil 
houses, with'thoir carve balustrades and'| Off again, and off indeed for the last ri 
pink and green'tiswue: paper window wrna-l.in China, aud there was no sorrow in our 
mentations, hungover the canals, and ths |hearts. Rather, gladness, For ‘the first 
Chinese youth sat and sipped and smoked, | time in. many ' months we caught one 
and played .cards, and watched the craft | another singing. We wore noating the 
sail by. end. With the last drops of whisky tin 

‘We swept to the north of the great | our dask we tousted—* Here's blanknation 
‘Tahu lake, and early one morning, when | to China!” We Iny down ab night in 
the frost was still upon the grass, we came | little ‘buat. In the morning wo wor 
Grand Caual,.the tnest artificial | shivering uvera cold and frugal breakfasb 
ray in the world. So we turved | when—what did we see? did we wake, did 
south and rode under the black walls of| we dream, or were visions about ]—four 
Wausieh city. Thousands of boats were | eycli-ts dashed along-the bink. 
scudding on the canal, a wonderfully] ~ “Looking for us ?” we shouted. 
xnimated picture. The tiny native post| ‘Rather; we've been scouring ‘the 
boats had one characteristic. The men | country’ for -you, and last niglit we slept 
rowed with their feet. It was quito|in afield. Anyway, glad to see you Inok- 
interesting to see a rower sit with his face | ing av fit. We're Americans, and wo-were 
to the heed of the boat, aud while quietly | determined to be the first to mext you. 
pulfing at his water-pipe, very cleverly | There's a big reception for you in Shang- 
feathering his oar with his heels. It] hai; come on.” fi 
seemed easy. So itis when you know how, | And off the seven of us wheeled. Other 
Dut it takes ten years to learn the how. | bicyclists came up ; ‘still others:were seen 
| Tired and cold and hungry, we reached | across country, aud. we were told of more 
the outskirts of Soochow late on a Saturday ; who had gone far. round hoping to-catch 
night. It is-a very old city, probably twa | us elsewhere. 
thoussnd years, and has little to show in| At the sillage of Jessficld—how English 




























































































the way of antiquity save rubbish heaps. | #t sounded—we went to'Unkaza, and wero 
Here it was tat the Taiping rebels made] weloomed by. Mrs. Hogg, and after 
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Tuucheon we strolled down toa 

ing-decorated: house-boat on 
that. had been’prepared for our recepti 
And. then the visitors ‘began to strive, | 
several: hundreds: of the principal folks of | 
Shanghidi,, who had driven out in their 
catringes;. or ridden on their bicycles, xnd | 
while Mrs. Hogg sav thnt the lilies had 
tea’ in: the drawing-room,. Mr. Hogg’ saw 
that. the men. Kind komething stronger on 
the lawn:' Oar machines were examined 
and wo' were quirzed freely. ‘There was 
one: adverse comment. A. lady. said: “I 
don’t ‘thing they. Jook at all disreputable 
enough after their long journey.” 

‘at four o'clock, ‘Sir Nicholas, Hannes, 
the Chief Justice, gave a little speech,. in 
which the words welzome, pluck, endurance 
figred, while: we looked op the ground 
and felt abashed and urtcomfortable. ‘Then 
they:gave us three cheers. A process 
was formed: heuded by mounted police and 
two of the best cyclists in Shanghai, and 
when the three of us, riding abreast, span 
along the:avenue, there was-more blushix 
on’our part, About a hundred and. fifty. 
cyclists closed-up ia our wake, and possibly 
fifty moré joined in:on the Jessfield Ro.d 
There were plenty of. folks on horseback, 
and:the carriages: brought up the réar, The 
procession wat over n mile in length 

Away wo rattled slong « maynificent rod. 
Most of tho British residents ‘were out, 
and, reaching the city, the Maloo wax 
lined with Chinese, and all:the traffic hind 
been. stopped ‘for an hour. Everybody 
was'kind, and'we-wore flattered. But the 
chief delight was the thought that we had 
really:aud’ truly finished our ri 
Ghinw, When we dropped off our machin: 
atthe Astor House Hotel: there was 
another ovation, And.co it was over. 

It was ow the 23rd of December, 1807. 
Werhad been a hundred und ffty-one.duys 
in China ; we had bees away from London: 
524 days, and’ wo: had: cycled just 14,322 
miler. “Then ‘we went and. shaved. 
first shave for over five month: 
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SHANOWAT IPRESSIONS, 
OooD-BYE TO ciiTNA. 
SBVENTY-SECOND ARTICLE. 
Nagasaki, Japan. 
Arriving: at Shanghai on the eve of the 
Chris'mas festivities, our halt was not ex- 
actly a text. ‘There were ditiners and:lun- 
cheons wnd ‘tat homes” and dances and 
biliousness and frivolity. The removal of 
our beards and the putting on of fresh. 
clothds ininde’ it ‘necessary’ frequently to 
apologise for our respectability. \ If we had 
gone about in. red.shirts and slouch hats, 
and with bowie knives. at our waists, and 
ridden our biescles backwards or standing 
on the saddle, folks would have admitted 
we were worth all the chatter. “I’ve an 
idea,” said a Indy, “I saw you cycling on 
the ‘Bund yestorday, but I don’t think it 
could have been 80, for you wero riding 
joat the samo as other people.” That's 
the worst of being even cycling celebrities. 
‘And we tol the old, old story of how we 
} started, why we started, where we went, 
‘and where wo didn’t go, what we had to 
eat, and what we did when wo had nothing 
to eat, and how we found our way and lost 
it, and where we were going to next, and 
did wo like it, and soon. And while one 
was awkwardly standing on one leg 
then on the other a beautiful Indy 
beautiful eyes would look at one sei 
and aay: ‘Now do tell me all ubour it 
am so interested. Really, over fourteen 
‘thousand miles! aren’t you tired ? And you 
rode through France? No! through Belgium; 
and how did yuu like Tukey? Oh, you 
didu’t go through Turkey, but through 
Russia—how very interesting. Weren't 
‘you afraid of tigers in that horrible India? 
Lshould have screamed, I’m s sre I should. 
Have some tex, won't you—sugar?—one or 
two pieces? And. of course you had’to eat 
native food and nearly starved, that is in- 











































Fall climbing over. hills and getting, wat 





, bunt-| teresting. Now do tell me about when you; ward and assures. you it is a 
creek, | had nothing to eat—won't you have some tion from the Hebrew word. “ 
on, | cake?—and had. to sleep in those horrid | meaning tha redemptivn. of the 


places in, Western, China. Another cup, | 
do; ob, they're. very small cups!” Some-' 
what thus at luncheon, tea, and: dinner. | 
Everybody. was #» kind. 

A friend brought » porcine, fat, old man- 
“These gentl+men,” he | 
explained in:showman etyle, ‘are travel- | 
ling all round the warld. ‘They've come | 
right across.China. ‘They had maiy. hard- 
ships, very bad. food, nowhere. to sle-p, 














through. ‘They: like adventure.” “The 
old fellow looked. at. us, superciliusly, for. 
two seconds, ‘Then he said, ‘Too mache: 
‘dam fool.” . 
Shanghai is:proud. We soon. discovered 
that. Itcalls itself the Quuen of the East. 
Bat it isn’t that so long as earthquakes 
leave Calcutta standing, The people: of 
nglish 





Shanghai, that is, the few thousand 
fotks, never weary talking about the Bund, 


aud "the public gardens, and the fine ; 
ings, and the electric light. But this is 
an’ arhplification df the ple that 
achild is beutiful: in. the eyes of ita own 
mother. . Bor truth-te tell, Shanghai is not 
the most attractive city in the world, It 
ings. “But so has every 

Tho, English, Consular Offices 
Supreme 'Courtié a gloomy structure, and 
the vaunted Cathedral’ is a red-brick, 
huddlod-up monstrosity... The beloved 
Bubbling Well Road is the same as ten 
nd other suburban roads, a pleasant 
drive, lined with villes and treee—that is 

all. *. 

Shonghai.is a plutocracy. But it is a 
plutocracy flavoured with warm-heartedne-a 
and goniality. Shanghai indeed. has 
samo sort of social atmosphrre as Manches- 
ter—the men alittle uncouth, but genuine 
the women inclined to vstentation, but 
eteittious. Life is taken eas'ly and com- 
fortably  Everbody owns a gig. There is 
magnificent race-course.. The young fe'low 
athome whose knowledge of horseflesh is 
limited tocab hincks no sooner 
hai than his knowled; 
tios becomes phen 
tennis, cricket, footb=] 
The Shanghai Club. 
spacious halls, Sine dining-rooms and news-, 
rooms,,and possessing a world-wide reput- 
ation for the manufacture of cocktai 
‘There is an excellent and comprehe 
library, with, nice couches for post-prandint 
naps. "In “Shanghai, too, there nro | 
philharmonic soc.eties, and amateur 
atic clubs, a 






































































Shanghai. 
extremes, the roving, brisk-brained, com- 
mercial aropean and the stay-at-ho 
lethargic, slow-moving Chinese. And it 
the European who influences the Cliinese, 
not the Chinese. tht. influences tho | 
European. The Colestial probably has a 
contempt for the foreigner, but he! 
sees his good points. Ho also endoxrours 
to learn his lnguage. And “pigeon” 
English is tho most amazing jumble in tho | 
world. If you go for a tile wn your 
bicycle it is described as “sit down go 
If you want the cigars brought 
to offer your friend y u must 
say to th boy: “Go topside catchee ono ; 
piecee box bring one pieces men.” Every- | 
ing is ‘to 0 fashion,” or 
mea's “never! 
Tund-rs and,” and ; 
passed into. the collo- | 
quial tongue of the jocal Englishman. 

Ne ite tell why this peculiar 
jergon i ‘The common idea | 
is that “pigeon” is the way the Chines 
pronooees. “business,” and 
English” is English ” 
when a man is properous, he is always re-' 
ferred to as doing ‘‘ good pigeon.” This 
explanation is admirable till some scho- 
lar with s large forehead comies for. 






























































fist-hoen 
from. the priesthood, ,that the Je 1 
chants in Poland now talle pidjam” 
meaning busines, that the Joga took,the 
‘word to London, and that it must. lave 
travelled out to China ‘on x P. and 0. 
hoat by. way of, Suez sud Hongkong. 
lue-spectaclad old, métnber. of the Royal 
‘Aaintic Society, however, promptly bow!a 
this etymology over by telling you the word. 
ie derived. from. the. Sanscrit’* pi 
puraue. OF course, one-knawa that 
thing comes from.the Sanserit. Sansct 
the [pa refuge of the learned. Ata. 
jer party, when the conversation, gets a, 

lo, abstruse Bey, you. have only to- 
You find.the 

































wnghai is often spoken of ue 
iquity,” It is, regarded, by tho 
Chinese in. the foe interioe very, ash a 
the average Scotch, wife regards Londo: 
tlie. average Yorkshiteman regards. Paris.. 
Tt iss a gay city. The young Chinese 
who comes from the country. with , his. 
pockets chock-a-block, of. silver, taels, may 
ive the quietest and most. modest. of lives.. 
But nobody would believe him. And. 
indeed, ho'll probably. take a, delight in 
shocking the old, folks, by hinting w' at 
terrible rascal he is; how he is i 
it,” and sowing, acres of swild oats. 
hai struggles hard to live up to its reput 
tion, Ard: the. Celestial aparks have. 
mad, rollicking, wicked time, drinking, 
drinking, always drinking—half-mashied, 
tea! 
Shanghai has one.of the thoroughfares of 
the world. It is the Champs Elysées, 
Fifth Avenue, and Piccadilly rolled into 
one, with, a. Chi tting, and is called 
the’ Foochow,Road.” -It is aimailey uf 
no'sy, rampagious grotesqueness, of fi 
ing electric lights, of «pick broughama and 
picturesque xedan chairs, of ernwds af 
straw-sandalled, unwashed coolies, of silken- 
robed Chinese gentry, of thousands of hob- 
bling, carmine-choeked dumsels in dieses 
which, for startling colours, ‘vould 1 
tho London ladies luok positive Quake! 
and with strings of pearls, in their hair and 
diamonds flushing on their breasts that 
would buy up Eston Squ«re—n tremendons 
mass of pleasure-neckers. ‘The palace-like 
tea-houses swallow and disgorge streams 
of visitors, and from the, op-n casumvints 
floats tlie thin squeak of the Chi 
i lw Foochow Ro- 



























































Night is the time to see it. Bere is o 
famous restaurant, five stories high, with » 


wide green-portalléd entrance. There,js 
crush of bloated Chinese at the bettom 
of the stairs, and the air bava hot murkiness 
and is laden with the unsavoury odour of 
Chinese cooking. You climb up ihe broad 
steps, flanked by.panels of fantas'ic wond- 
carving, and you are in the great dining- 
hall. ‘Tho walls are dark, coloured lamps 
swing from the roofs, the tables are big, and 
solid, and topped with grey marble slubs, 
and ‘the place is packed. Everybody jis 
talking his loudest and shorelling food. into 
his mouth, and drinking liot samshu wine, 
aud.the perspiration is streaming down tho 
blubbery cheeks, and the waiters. 
screeching and’ banging bow.s about, 
You stand for but a minute looking 
t the spectacle, watching the wealth; 
ploasuro-hunting, ‘restaurant-loving C-les: 
tial feedi ‘and the thought that 
forces itself ino your mind is : ‘What a 
lot of hogs you are!” 

Yon mount another flight of stairs to 
where the lights are dim, and there aro 
wistful shalows, and all the place is 

fided into little, much-carved compart- 
ments. And here is even a more charac- 
teristic Chinese scene. On dozens of hard 
couches, irith their heads on hard. pillows, 
and with tiny Jamps before them, ara the 
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opium smokers. The air 
fumes, and the men recline, facing exch 
other, twirling the nuggets of opium. ronst- 
ing them over the lamp, twirling them into 
the bowl of the pip», then inhaling slowly 
and deliberately, with quiet delight. There 
is low wumbling concersation Business 
is being transacted. Just as the foreigners 
meet at the Shanglai Club at noon every 
day to do a little d»bbling in stocks and 
shares between the swallowing of sundry 
cocktails, 50 the Chinese merchants fore- 
gather in their favourite restaurants and 
ovor the friendly pipe slo their business. 

You look for the poor, shrivelled wretch, 
the victim of the opium curse such ns 
in servod tp pictorially to folks at home. 
You don’t see him. Whxt you are struck 
with is tho flabby obesity of every man, 
tho result of high living and no exercise. 
When we entered China we were on the 
look-out for the vpium victim. We went 
into dozens of opium dens,'we slept in them, 
we saw hundreds of thousaads of opium 
smokers, but never once during our journey 
through China did we meet a man whose 
photograph would be welcome to the Anti- 
Opium League. 

But wow downstairs again into’ the 
weltering mass of the Foochow Road, and 
across the way to a famous tea-how 
It is'a large, gaudy, well-lighted room, 
filled with Chinese sitting at little tab‘es, 
sipping tea and dallying with their water- 
pipes. At the upper end of the hall is a 
plsform, and here, ina sewi-cirio, sit a 
lozen young Indies. ‘They are in red and 
blue and yollow silks, embroidered with 
contrasted ribbons, their fingers, throats, 
and head-dresses shimmer with jewels, and 
every one has her face ridiculously pl 
ed with cosmetics. These are the singing 
girls. Many of them are rich, and with 
Teputations that have spread the breadth 
of the Empire. They are very ugly, and 
their singing is painfully metallic. ‘They 
take turns to entertain the assembly, and 
although you can hear the girl squeaking 
unmelodiously, whatever music there is ix 
drowned in the noisy chatter of the 
audience. You soon tive of it. 

The Fooch»w Road is fam -us also for its 
theatre ‘There are half-a-dozen of them, 
One has a comedy company from Peking, 
another @ tragedy company from Canton. 
But we go to the largest thestre, where a 
crashing, to psy-turvy, brilliant, pantomime 
sort of performunce ison. The theatre is 
packed, and you think of Drury Lane an 
Boxing Nivht. The stage is en-rmous, 
without scenery, but hung with banners of 
brilliant hues, and flavingly lighted. ‘The 
stalls are full of well-dressed men »nd 
women, tea-drinking and smoking. The 
pe ie just a chuvk of tightly-wedged 
humanity. Up in the boxes are min- 
darins with their wives avd children, und 
a feast of sweetments and fruit spread be- 
fore them. High up is the gallery, very 
boisterous. 

And on thestag, there is a trial proc-ed- 
ing, ‘The dresses are magnificent, xs 
Dowilderingly curious as any stage man: 
at home ever conceived. ‘All the talking 
is in strained falsetto, and there is a yelling 
and posturing avd wailing and confusion. 
Suddenly the band breaks 1» with an awful 
crash—such a warvellous baud, five drums 
and ten pairs of cymbals—such a deafening 
smashing and bunging! With hoarse 
screams dizens of imps, green-faced and 
yellow-eyed and horned, rush on the stage 
and gyrate and flout banvers, and draw 
up in lines, and swing partners, and 
set to places. Anochre-faced, villainous 
chief demon, a heap of fantasticness, twirls 
like a tee-to-tum, and there is more 
banging and jumping and swinging, audj 
mad pandemonium, and tho cymbals and 
the drums rend the air. It is terrific, 
At it ayain, with wighty clatter and 
he spinning, flig-waving, contor- 
tioning—it is the’ xccumulated uproars 
‘of the world all pressed into one Chinese 

















































































And when the top of your head is about to 
fly off, there is one awful thunderous bang, 
and the demon king, chorus, orchestra, the 
whole crowd fall flop, and the act is over. 
‘Then your companion nudges you in the 
ribs with his jelbow,-aud whispers: “I’ve 
had enough of this; I wonder if we could 
get a drink somewhere?” - 

One night His Excellency the Taotai of 
Shanghai, an urbane man, entertained us 
at dinuer. Another mght our own country. 
Sir Nicholas. Haunen, the Chief 
Justice for China and Jap+n, in'the chair, 
als» entertained us at the Shanghai Club. 
Sie Nicholas in a flattering speech propos- 
ed our heaithe, there was the singing of 
“For rhey are jolly gvod follows,” and wa 
were becomingly modest. Then we bade 

jod-bye to Chinn, got xboard tho 
japanese mvil steamer, and crossed over 
to Nagasaki, to the lund of the rising 
sun, the realm of the Mikad-, a region 
Imown only to us pictorially through 
the agency of screens and fans. 


Jou Fosrer Fraszn. 
S. Eowaro Lossy. 
Fraxcis H. Lowe. 

















NOTES FROM INDIAN 
PAPERS. 
———— 
Calcutta, 23rd March. 


Presiding at the annual meeting of the 
Dafferin Fund yesterday, the Viceroy 


announced that, with Her Majesty's per- 
mission, he intended to leave India at the 
beginning of December next. 

General Nairne, Provisional Commander- 
in Chief, arrives at Calcutta to-day. 

According to the Financial Statement 
Inid before the Viceroy's Council on Mon- 
day, the various field operations which were 
undertaken since June last are estimated to 
cost Rx. 3,869,800 ere the current finan- 


cial year closes. 
Colombo, 24th March. 
‘The Orerland Times of Ceylon says :— 
Everyone is naturally asking how the 
accident to the P. & O. steamer China 
could havo occurred; and all sorts of 
Tumours are current as to the manner it 
which she came to grief. Until full parti 
culars of the occurrence are to hand, either 
from trustworthy eye-witnesses, or obtain- 
ed at the preliminary enquiry—if it be 
necessary to hold one—it is perhaps rather 
premature for anyone to express an opinion. 
ut, as considerable ignorance appears to 
prevail as to the particular position of 
“Obstruction Point” where the Ohina 
is said to have gone ashore, we sought 
information from one who from his position 
and long experience at sea, is well qualified 
to supply us with the information. _ Acoor- 
ding to him, the accident to the China 
could only have occurred from some break- 
down in her steering machinery causing her 
to drift helplessly ou to the rocks. In 
reply to questions, our informant said :— 
“Tn my opinion the accident must have 
occurred through the sudden collapse of 
the steering machinery during the continu- 
ance of a strong gale of wind, which pro- 
bably swung the ship round and brought 
about the accident almost before anyone 
was aware of it. Only in this way ean I 
account for the steamer's having gone 
ashore at a point which is well-known to 
navigators and has alight on it. I should 
state, however, that Obstruction Point is 
no reef, but a promontory with good water 
close up to it, so that ifthe China has 
me ashore there the damage to her stem 
is more to be feared than any hurt to her 
bottom, in which case, of course, it ought 
to be a matter of no great difiiulty to get 
her off and patch her up and send her to 
Bombay. to_ be docked and repaired. In 
all probability a strovg gale of wind was 
Dlowing at the time right down the Strait, 

















thestre, Yon sit tight with fixed gaze 


and that all the passengers, including the 


full of the | waiting for the drums of your ears to crack. | women and children, were safely got off, 


speaks well for the discipline on board. 
Caleutta, 26th March, 

Sir Alexander Mackenzie has been com- 

elled, by sudden and peremptory orders 

m the doctors to tender to the Viceroy 
his resignation of the Lieutenant-Govern- 
orship of Bengal. 

It is reported from Lahore that a diseaso 
similar to the plague has broken out in a 
village in the Jhelum district of the Pun. 
Sixteen. men were seized, ten of 
whom died. ‘The aymptoms of the disease 
are said to be that the patient’s throat gets 
suddenly choked, and high fever ensues, 
After a short interval the patient suc- 


cumbs. 
Bombay, 27th March. . 

From the list, of concessions dranted by 
the B. I. Co. to its officers it will have been 
noticed that the officers have gained a good 
deal. They have been refused half their 
pay at par, however, and Sir James Mackay 
still wishes that clerks on coal steamers 
should be dispensed with, and offers the 
officer doing clerk's work extra remunera- 
tion, These two points are to be referred 
to the directors in England and Sir James 
has promised a reply by the Ist of June 
next. The difficulty which the Company 
has to face is that if the officers are 
granted half pay at par, the engineers will 
press for “a. further concession in this 
direction for themselves ; and, although 
the engine-room department is described 
as a subordinate branch of the service, 
the fact remains that the engineers could 
not be replaced if they went on strike, 
and their powerful Union would support 
their action. Consequently, they are tho 
more formidable body, and’ hitherto what 
they have asked for has been granted. 
The general opinion is, therefore, that tho 
officers will not obtain the principal con- 
cession still outstanding. 

Colombo, 27th March, 

M. Léontieff was recently in Loudon 
negotiating the purchaso of large stocks of 
railway material for Jiboutil, or Djibouti, 
the principal French port on the north-east 
cost of Africa, xnd the starting point of 
the French railway to Abyssinia, It is 
stated on excellent authority that the 
publication of the Rennell Rodd treaty 
with Menelik has caused a great flutter in 
French Colonial circles, and the construc- 
tion ‘of the Jiboutil-Harrar Railway is 
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ing pushed forward with all speed. 





‘THE UNION RESTORED AND 
INDOMITABLE. 


igeses 

The fervid American patriotism mani- 
fested in Congress by both Senators and 
Representatives of all parties and every 
part of the Union is in itself a great victory. 
won. It is likely to prove a safeguard of 
peaco with Spain, but is of far more 
importance as a demonstration that this 
Republic is now thoroughly, compactly, and 
heartily united. 

‘The retention of General Fitzhugh Lee at 
Havana by the present Administration was 
both prudent, so far as concerns our relations 
{with Cuba and Spain, and grateful to the 
Southern people as a manifestation that 
a Republican President is not swayed bj 
any narrow, sectional prejudices, and is al- 
together free from animosities created by 
the civil war of a generation ago. Fitz- 
hugh Lee, a nephew of the famous Gen. 
Robert E. Lee, and himself a General 
of conspicuous service in the Confed- 
erate army, bears a name and has & 
personality ‘which appeal to tho hearts of 
the Southern people. Hence also the re- 
cent suggestion that in the event of war 
| with Spain he should be made a Brigadier- 
General in the United States army touched 
deeply the sensibilities and awakened 
[quickly the pride of the South. It is 

an appointment which not improbably 
would be made ander such circumstances 
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and would be accepted by the people uni- } 
versally as peculiarly happy. 

‘As General Wade Hampton of South Caro- | 
lina has remarked, the South is yet too 
near to the horrors of the civil war to be 
eager for a now war. The same feeling 
prevails throughout the Union among the 
generation which endured the strain and 
suffered the hardships of that awful fratri- 
cidal conflict, but at the South, where it 
was waged with bitterness for four years 
on hundreds of battlefields, the scars are 
still visible and the smart is not yet healed ! 
completely. ‘The South desires rather to 
continuo in its recovery from the disasters 
of war than to invite another conflict, i 
which it would be subjected to the possi- 
bilities of transitory damage along its coast 
ine and to losses occasioned by interry 
tions of its commerce. Hence, fortunately 
for the whole country, the South maintains 
special calmness at this time of strained 
relations with Spain. As ox-Senator Ingalls 
found during a recont tour through the 
Southern States, the people are resolved to 
stand by the Government, wh: 
event, but they are not losing thei 
bellicose excitement. They are waiting cool- 
lyand ina judicial frame of mind, and taking 
no snap judgments. But this resorve is only 
an indication of resolute strength ready 
for tho defence of the Republic if occasion 
shall demand its expenditure. No one 
who visits the South can fail to be im- 
pressed by the splendid material for an 
army which there appears on all sides. It 
is distinctively a Sghting population ; every- 
whero are the evidences of a physical vigour 
which refutes utterly the notion once en- 
tertained by people iguorant of the actual 
Southerners that it’ lacks the strength 
acquited in a ruggeder climate. Nowhere 
in the world are there finer examples of 
physical manhood. ‘The Southern grasp in 
tho handshake alone furnishes indubitable 
ovidence of peculiar muscular vigour. 

It is, therofore, not from any deficiency 
of the military spirit that the South re- 
frains from war bluster. It is the calm 
resorve of people confident in their power 
and courage. If the need came for the 
national defence there would arise an army 
in the Southern States which would rival 
the matchless Army of Northern Virginia 
led by General Lee.—New York Sun. 















Saw Beports. 


H.B.M’s SUPREME COURT. 


(Simo 2x Bayxrvrrcy.) 
Shanghai, 20¢h April. 
Before Sin N. J. Hannex, Chief Justice. 
Re Benwerrz. 

‘This was an application, made on_ behalf 
of the debtor, that his public examination 
might be dispensed with. 

Me. HP. Wilkinson appeared for the 
applicant and Mr, H. Browett represented 
the petitioning creditor. 

Mr. Willinson—May it please your 
Lordship : This application is made under 
sub-section 2 of section 2 of the Bank- 
ruptey Act of 1890, which reads: “ Where 
the debtor is a lunatic or suffers from 
apy such mental or physical affliction 
or disability as in the opinion of the 
Court makes him unfit to attend his public 
examination, the Court may make an order 
dispensing with such examination or 
directing that the debtor be examined on 
such terms, in such manner, and at such 

lace as to the Court seems expedient.” 

the discretion of the Court, apparently by 
the wording of this Act is to dispense entire- 
ly with the examination or to direct the 
debtor to be examined in some other way, 
as the Court may think fit. In Robson's 
“Taw and Practice in Bankruptcy,” 
seventh edition, page 629, in setting out 
this passage it reads in this way: “ Where 

















the debtor is a lunatic or suffers from 
any 





Court makes him unfit 


‘an order dispensing with such examina. 


ch mental or physical affliction or 
disability as in the opinion of tha! 
to attend } 
his public examination the Court may make * 





made directing the debtor to be examined in 
‘such a manner and in such a place as the 
Court may deem expedient. 

His Lordship—You object to this dis- 
pensing with the public examination ? 

‘Mr. Browett—Yes. I object my Lord, 





tion and direct that the debtor be examined | because [ think it might ultimately transpire 


on such terms, in such manner, and at sucl 





hat it will be necessary to examine him 


Paco to the Court seems expedient” | publicly. Of couse T don’t for one moment 


it struck me that that was perhaps depen- 
ent upon the construction put upon this 
‘Act by some particular case, but J find from 
the foot-note, that reference is made to the 
absolute section of the Act so it must be a 
misprint, because from the practice at hme 
on that particular section, I cannot find 
where any othor course was adopted. 

‘His Lordship—The meaning of the Act 
is that I can dispense with the public 
examination or direct an examination else- 
where? 

Mr. Wilkinson—Yes. I see there is no 
reference to any case dealing otherwise on 
this section. In support of my application 
is an affidavit by Dr. Duncan Cooper 
which reads as follows :— 

“T, W. A. Duncan Seopa of Shanghai in 
the Empire of China, doctor of medicine, 
make oath and say as follows : 

1.—I have attended the above named 
Henry Claude Bennertz in my professional 
capacity since the commencement of the 
year 1896 and am well acquainted with the 
Hate of his health and general physical 
condition. 

2.—For the four months prior to the 
doparture ofthe said Henry Claude Bennertz 
for Hongkong the state of his health was 
such as to necessitate his being confined to 
his bedroom almost continuously. 

3.—At the dato appointed for the public 
examination of the said Henry Claude 
Bennertz he was in a very serious state 
of health suffering from’ general hal- 
Jucinatior id other morbid conditions of 
the brain having to be kept under the 
influence of narcotics for the space of two 
weeks and was consequently uttorly unfit 
to attend the said public examination. 

—Under my professional advice and 
with the consent and authority of H.B.M.'s 
Supreme Court the said Henry Claude 
Bennertz went to Hongkong and soon 
after arrival there his condition was 
such as to necessitate his removal to the 
Hospital where he has since been receiving 
medical treatment. 

5.—On the 28th of March last a telegram 
was received from Hongkong as to the 
condition of healt of the said Henry 
Claude Bennertz herewith annexed : (Tele- 
gram) 28/3/1898, Shanghai from Macao. 
Bennertz. Shanghai. Bennertz worse, 
doctor advises hospital. Send money Hong- 
kong. Letter follows. 

6.—From information reeeived and from 
my general knowledge of the case I am of 
opinionthat the said Henry Claude Bennertz 
will not be in a fit condition physically or 
mentally to attend the said public oxamina- 
tion for several months to come. 

Sworn at Shanghai 15th day of April, 
1898, before me, H.E. Fulford, H.B.M.’ 
Vice-Consul, Shan; 

Ineed not comment on that affidavit. 



































I 
am sorry on behalf of my clieut that it is 
necessary to read it, and I ean only hope 
that his condition as there set out is not a 


permanent one. As to the gravity of his 
condition there can be no doubt, and I 
have also received a letter from Mr. 
Bennertz which I don’t think alters the 
position in any way. Idon't think after 
the contents of that letter I should make 
any other application than this. 

‘Mr. Browett—May it please your Lord- 
ship—Itis very difficult for me to say any- 
thing with regard to your dispensing with 
the examination altogether, because the 
matter now is in the hands of the Consular 
officials and we are not really in a position 
tosay whether it will be necessary to ex- 
amine Mr. Bennertz publicly or not. For 
the present I would it to Your Lord- 
ship that an alternative order should be 











wish an order to be made dispensing with 
the examination but I would suggest that 
it be made privately. 

His Lordship—You know the scheme 
cannot be approved until the’ public ex- 
amination of the debtor is closed, or the 
scheme to be proposed cannot be approved 
and passed until some such motion as 
this has taken place and has beon granted, 
or until the examination is finished. And 
therefore if you object, as the petitioning 
creditor, I shall not make this order. You 
see the Act says a scheme cannot be aj 
proved until aiter the conclusion of the 
public examination of the debtor and there- 
fore I cannot approve of the scheme, which 
Tam told has pen passed by the creditors, 
until some such sort of motion as this has 
been passed or the public examination is 
concluded. 

Mr. Browett—Of course as far as the 
petitioning creditor is concerned, and act-- 
ting on his behalf I don’t wish to place 
any obstacles in the way of the matter 
being proceeded with. 

His Lordship—I think I had better 
adjourn the case and let you consider the 
motion more carefully. “This is a very 
strong measure and I don’t feel in the least 
inclined to make an order unless it is with 
the consent of overyone concerned. On the 
other hand I can quite seo the difficulties 
in the way of carrying out this scheme, and 
unless the creditors are all agreed on thi 
motion I shall make no order. I will ad- 
journ this for a week and you can soe the 
petitioning creditor in th ntime. If he 
agrees, and the Official Receiver on behalf 
of the general body of creditors agrees to it, 
then I shall make the order. 

Mr. Wilkinson—The public examination 
is merely one form of assistance given b: 
the debtor to the Court, or to the Official 
Receiver, in finding out’ the state of his 
affairs. ‘That is the formal way in open 
Court but at the same time ho is 
bound at any time when he is asked 
to furnish such information as he can. 
‘The closing of the public examination does 
not put the debtor in the position that he 
is not obliged to anstver questions, It 
merely places him in position where ho 
is not Grought into open Court. This _ 
application is not made to save Mr. 
Bennertz giving any information and I 
think my learned friend might agree to 


it. 
His Lordship—I will adjourn the caso 
fora week. 





























GOOD FOOD—GOOD DIGESTION—GooD 
CHEER. 

“Moral character is located in the 
” saya arecent writer. Ho is wrong 5 
here isa shade of truth in the idea ho 
throws ont. Napoleon was often willing to 
trust others to look after the arms and am- 
munition of his armies, but the commissariat 
departinent he looked ‘after himself. “The 
bravest men won't fight unless they aro fed,”” 
he said. Nor will they. 

‘That's why we are not surprised to find 
Mr. n Jones saying that at a certain 

ie he was ina low and desponding state of 
mind. He gives the reason himsel! three 
words. I was weak.” And wyh was he 
weak? He explains that too. 

“T was always strong and healthy,” he 
says, “up to January, 1892 Then I had a 
severe attack of influenza, followed by con 
gestion of the lungs. After this I never got 
Up my strength, and T was low, weak, and 
despouding. I had a bad taste in the mouth, 
‘my appetite was poor, and every morsel of 
food I took gave me in| pain at my chest. 
After every meal I was sick, vomiting a greet 
filthy, fluid which was often mixed with 
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‘We. shall have. no: trouble to, understand 
this especial phase of Mr. Jones’ illness. The 

en, filthy fluid. was mucus mingled. with 
ile, ‘and the blood came from some of the 
smail blood-vessels, which were ruptare! in 
retching and straining. ‘The bilo was out of 
its place; that’s why nature tried’ to get rid 
efit. But how did it vet ont of its place? 
‘Wait a bit; we'll'come to that presently, 

“Thad,” contiaues our-friend; *! dreadfal 
attacke of cramp in the: stomach; and: the 
goawing pais was wellnigh unbearable. At 








Bight 1 got. but little rest’: sometimes-none | R: Harper; and W: H: 


at all—cold, clammy sweats. breaking oat all 
‘over me, and in the moruing I hast barely. the 
strength to raise myself. When I went: out 
of doors my brea'hing was #0 bad I had to 
Stop and reat every few yards.” t 

[The cramp was cansed hy the gas arising ; 
from the fermented'food, an ! the short breath- 
ing. by a partial paralysis of the nerves; creat- 

‘by the poisonous.acids which-had’entered 
‘the blood from the stomach, The nerves | 
were also.enfrebled by the enforced starvation 
—like all the-rest of: his body.], 

“As month; after month went. by,” 
Mr. Joues, “my, relatives and. frieuds 
see me wasting away and apparently sivking | 
into the grave. I became us thin as a lath, 
and you could seo through my, hands. My 
Jegs‘und’'fuco were attenuated to the same | 
extent, and as for my muscles they seemed | 
to be ali completely gone.” 

















[Now, inasmuch as when people | waste | Scwicht, aud John Booth, For. Southumpton 


away the fat’ goes first und the: muscles and 
other-tissues lust, you can:perceive how far 
vanoed in a decline.our good friend-really 






din, this condition,” be 
“altogether for over seventeen months. 
attended, off und ov, by. four doctors } 
but their medicines had no good effect on me. 
Talso used’lung tonics and cod-liver oil, but 
to no purpose. 

“Ta June of this year-(1893)-I'first read ‘of 
Mother Seigel's Syrup, and my wife got me a 
bottle-ffom: Mr. Cole, the grocer, ut Gros- | 
mont. After:taking it w few days-I'was re- 


























Heved, 

the Syrup T i a 
the Syru slay, and 
ion wouth, fe fo ava was 


‘goon 28 well and strong as ever.. Your remedy 
id my, life, 





Willian Jones, Bridge Tan, Kentchurch, 
Pontrilas, Herefordshire, October 3ist, 1893. 

‘The case of Mr. Jones and his recovery as 
set forth by him are well-known in his neigh- 
bourhood. His wife ra that one of the 
doctors told-her tliat But 















chronic inflammatory dyspepsin, and th 
only.. Rut that. was euough, mercy know: 
and a fatal end to it’ was.not far off when | 
Mother Seigel’s Curative:Syrup bad a.chauce ; 
todo its healing.work. 

Our friend’ is cheerful now because he is | 
strong ; and Ke is strong because this remedy 
set his digestion to rights. 

(8) 11, 18 & 2Hap 224 

















HMiscellancous: Entelligence. | 





BIRTHS. 
A€ 2 Mohawk Road, SI 
191b; of April; 1898, the 
Daxtas, of w son. 
At. Cliff, Cottage, Leeds, on the 1th of 
Murch, 1898, the wife of Leonard WicHas, 
BA, of Friends’ Mission, Chungking, Wer 
China, of a.daughter, who was named ManeL. 
° DEATHS. 


ghai, on the 
of Gronce 








At the Shanghai General Hospital, on the | 


24th April, Jose M. Sequeima, fourth son of 





Norberto und Clotilde Noses Sequetna, aged | 


‘92 years:—Hongkong papers please copy. 

At Cliemulpo, Corea, onthe 16th iustant, 
Dr. E. B, Laspis, of the Eoglish Church 
Mission. 


PASSENGERS. 
Deraxrep.. 





Por: si 
Ms: Cliollot'and 3 cbiildren, Mrs, Bard and 
3 children, Messrs. Jouenne, Bruguiere, 
Fatumoti 
Bessie: de Speyer, Sakein; and Popoff. For. 








' Mrs. Dallas and children;.Mrs. and Miss Lay 


i rem M 


nd. Lwieh others to know it. | 
cat refer: enguirers to me... (Signed) | 






i 
| 
|" Per. ste. Heinchi, for ‘Tientsin—Mr. and 
j ‘Mrs. Roberts. 1 
i 





Ernest 5 mons, for Marseilles— ' 


nd Anireini. ° For Port Said—., 


:Singepore—Mra. Grant and 3 children. For 
Saigon — Messra. Edwards, Jesniére, Doly, 
and Veisler. For Hongkong—Messrs. Perry, 
Le Roux, MacEwen, Ganilu, and J. W.Brough. 
Per str. Doric, for Nagasski—Count. Ke: 
serling, Lieut. Neupokoeff,.and: Mr- J. A. 
Thomas. For Kobe—Mrs. C. Le Bas-Rickman 
and child, Messrs. W Roders, 0. Dissen, J. 
E. Lambie, V. A. Dodge, 4. S. M. Ai 
Abdool’ Cader Abrahim. For Yokobama— 
Misses C. May, and Kartaleskaya, Messrs. E 
B. Alexieff, W. A: Garfield, H. M. Amold, 
For San Fran- 
‘cisco—Dr. and: \irs. Whitney, Misses EC. 
Davidson, Wolverton, and (2) Welch, Mr. and 
‘Mes: G. S. Welch, Lient. Cl. W. D. Wolver- 
tun, Me, Snugge. and Rev. D. W. Lelacheur. 
For London—Messrs. W. Assanik,.J. A. Sul- 
yan, A. I Melviem, and R. Lemke. For 

















Harmbarg—Mr. J. Riel. 

Ver, ste. Prins. Heinrich, for Hon:kong— 
Me. and Mrs, Arnhold Fuchs aud child, 
Messrs. 





Galles, F., W. Sylvester, and 
For Siiigapore—Mr. F. L. Laver 
. jenoa—Mrs. G: Galles and child- 
ren, Mrs. H! B.D. Duncan and children, 
Miss Bennett, Capt. Bieut. Heurer, Messrs. 
Oskar, Ritter van’ Silit, R: Genz, Kranse; R. 
Kerndt; ant T. Hi Clarke. For London — 























aud children, Me and.Mcs. Grant and chil 
od children, Mrs. Ash, 
Messrs. 1. Mefutosh, F. B Simpson, Otto 





Mrs. J.C. Bois and children, 
Ver str.. China, for, Hongkong—Mr. H. D 
Hawkes. 
Per ste. Tungehow, for Tientsin:— Messrs, 
A.C. Clark; and J. Giancint 
Ver str, Irene, for Newchwang—Dr. and 
Mrs. Christi Infunts,, Mrs. Sloss, 
Misses Mundi 
Per str. Tungchow, for Ticntsin — PB 
Anzer. For Chefoo—Mr. C. Coinyard. 
Per-str. Poyony, for Chinkiang—Mr. B, A. 
Tsanc. 
Per str: Kiangteen, for Ningpo— Messrs. 
nd Hudson. 
Kiangyii, for Wuhu—Rev. G. 



















by. 
Ber ate. Wuchang, for Tientsin - Count and 
| Countess de Pimo mith, Meeers, 
G. BR. Barr; 
Pee ate. 
Mrs, Renault 
Crubert and 2 children, and 3 
Per str. Haeshin, for Foochow—Mrs. U: 
Per str. Tungchow, for Chefoo. 
de Nitchvolodoif. 
Per str. Kiangteen, for Ningpo—Mr. V. WV. | 
Hoole. 















. for Hankow—Mr. and Mes. 
J. Findlay, 
.. Shengkins, for Tientsin~ Messrs. 
Thomas, Tibbitt, and Pratt, 
ARRIVED. 
Per str. Coromandel, from London—Messrs 











‘Thomas, Tebbett, Pratt, Graham, Pearson, 
Phillips, Cubitt, and Russell: From Brindisi 
Messrs. R. Berg, and Lilly. From Ismailia 
<Rev. W. ‘ott. From Bombay—Miss 





| Johnson, and Mrs. Lamont. From Singapore 
|—Mr. Schwarzenberg. From. Hongkong— 
Major Close, R.A. Rev. R. Costarar. Messrs. 
Groundwater, Hirschfeld, D. Dorabjeo, M. 
; Raseale; Tong Ku-hing, Kinj 

Pe Baikal, from Viadivostock—tr. 
jeCaslin. From ' Cliemulpo — Messrs S. 
| Gabriel, and Campbell. From Chefvo—3re. 
N.S. Ostroverkhow and daughter. 
j . Per str. Salasie, from Japan—Rev. Rat 
j Messrs. Hechter, Chin Chiang, Kouuig, 
Schien, and Fakera Okamusa. 

Per str. Satsuma Maru, from Nagasaki. ete. 
ir. and Mrs. T. Skinner, Messrs. W. L. 
ichard, G. Stanburg,.N. Murafried, W. L. 
| King, E. Ballard, A. W. Babr, L. C. Wolff, 
| Shu Dal-fon, Woo Shi-deng, Sbu Sho-chin, 

Per str. Doric, from Hongkong—\r. and 
Mrs. ¥. Faga, Mr. and Mrs. F. ¥. Carnierno, 
Mr. and-Bre; Elstar, Mrs. A, Wilkes, Miss | 
aymaster W. J. Bull, Rx., | 
. RA. Messrs. Jas. McKie, 
J. H. Lewi-, P. A. Cox, Geo. Salinger, Victor, 
Schmidt, G. L. Burten, 4. Lammn, Li Lin, 
and J. Callamay. 

Per str. Wingsang, from Hongkong—Mrs. 
Glaseey aud 2 children, Mr. and 
and child, Messrs. Smith, Brown, and Brant. , 















































‘aod |" 


3Birs.- Dent |; 


‘Per str..Fushun; from Hongkong.and Can- 
ton—Mrs. Hosteug,.Mrs.. Lincoln, child and 
servant. 

Per str Haeshin, ftom Foochow—Dr. and 
‘Mrs. Whitney, and Mr. Petroni. 

Per str. Hsinfung, from Tangku and Chiefoo 

‘Ach, Messrs. Sylvester, Lord, Bock, 
and Ritter. 

Per str. Poyang, from Hankow—Misses:(2) 
Jansen, . Messrs. J. Tratman, H. Sillem, 
R. Smith; and: Molyneax:. 

Per str. Wuchang,from Tientsia aud Che- 
foo—Messrs. Isaao, and Paxton. a 

Per ste. Lienshing, from ‘Tientsin and Ghe- 
foo—Mr, and Mrs. Stepharius, 2 children.and 
maid, Mr, Keswick,.and Dr. Kranse. 

Pet.str. Tungchow, fom Tiontsin and Che- 
foo—Mr. aud Mrs, W. S. L. Way and 3 


children, ; Hague. 
str. Pek ‘Ningpo—Mr. White, 
































from 
Miss and Mnsier (Watson. 
Per str Kingsing, from Tientsin and’Cliefoo 








—Mr. 

Melvell 
r. inch 

Per ste. Kiangteen, fcom Niogpo—Me. Hud- 


son, 

Per str. Kiangfoo,. from: Hankow — Rev. 
Hurston. 

Per str. Changon, from Hankow Messrs, 
Lelacheur, and Jurgens. 

Per str. IV. Gores de Vries, from. Kiukiang 
—I Sister of Charity. 

Per str. Tenriigavoa Maru, from Havkow 
—Messrs, C. Yuokuchi, and M. hibara, 

Per atr.- Hbinehiy from Tientsin-and Chefoo 
—Messre. Peng, Hulen; Blachar, Harper, and 
Wolff. 

Per stn, Kiangteen, from Ningpo -Mr: Kinle 
van, 

Por str. Suiico, from Hankow—Mr. and 
Mra Henett, Mr., Mrs: and Misses (2) Welch, 
Messrs, Tyler, Myers, Ingles, and Lamke. 

Ver str. Shenghi igku and Che- 
foo—Mdlle. Chamot, Mr. and Mee, ‘Talliou 
and child, 5 

Per str: Poochi, from Wenchow—Dr. and 
Mrs. Hogg and’chi 

Per ste, Haeting, ftom: Tientéin—Mr. and 
Mrs. Hulbert aut child, and! Mes: Hulbert 

Per str. Haean, from’ Tungku and Chefoo— 
Messra, Muyer;. Navaliins, Cheerkoff, and 
Werskimm 

Ber str. Tatung, from Han‘ow—Dr. Lynch 
222 Chinese. 

Per str. Pekin, from Ningpo—Mossrs. BE. 
‘Jamieson, and J. Kofod. 

Ver ste. Yuenwo, from Hasikow—Master 
and Miss Roche, Messrs. © L. Riebroni, and 
B.A: Tonnes. 

Reryte. Sua from Hankow—afr. J. Ste 


‘and Miss Jamieson, Messrs, Snaggi, 
and Haimoviteh. "From Chefoo— 
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COMMERCIAL. INTELLIGENCE 


(From Messrs. Noil, Murray & Co. Piece Goods Trade Report of 28rd April:) 


PINCE GOODS.—There is an indescribable feeling of uncertainty over the trade still which is hampering business very considerably, 
‘and it has not been lessened by the reported outbreak of host between the Usrrzo Srares and Sparx. The first elfect of this 
Appears to be w rise in Cotton at home, followed by a prohibitive advance in prices in MANCHESTER, in consequence of which 
holders of these goods have been advised not to hurry sales. (What the effect will be on Amexicas makes seems more doubtful, 
but the inclination wppears to be to sell. judging by the transactions reported this week. As regards the political complications 
that more nearly concera us, nothing further has transpired since the announcement of the Barris determination to occupy WAlArvat, 
when the JAPANESE evacuate it next month, as au offset to the Russtax occnpation of Port Aurtun and other Ports in the North. 
‘How this will in any, way protect Brrrisi trade with the Northera Provinces remains to-be seen. 

‘Attention during the interval has been paid mostly to Ameuicax makes, some fair lines of, which-have found. bayers from, stock at 
about previous prices, but forward enquiry is quiet. In Mancuester makes transactions have been on quite a retail scale and very, 
Tittle forward buying has been indulged:in, Kirmer, prices. were paid.at, the Auctions for-most of ths goods offered: 

Rather more favorable udvices have come in from the Outports andi clewrances: generally are.fair. ‘The-Newonwavo: market is 
slightly better and should improve, considering the good prices being realised for all kiots of produce. In Trexrsty.deliveries are going 
‘on more freely.and a. steady business is being done in Amearcan Sheetings especially, The Hangow market is steadier.and there is, 
fa better demand for 12-Ibs, and other heavy Shirtings. 


‘The MaNcuestER market is reported:very strong at-an average. advance of four per cent-in sympathy with the rise in Cotton, whieh 
is vow quoted 322d. (last week's yuotation should, of course, have been 3$5d.), No particulsr news appears to have come itr from the 
‘Srares concerning the markets there, nor do we hear of any fresh business for this market ofjany moment, 


Local Mills.—The progress of this industry is shown by the declaration of a three per. cent. dividend. on;its.capital by tho 
International Cotton Manufacturing Co., Ld and placing $30.00 against its over draft with the Banks, as the result of the last six 
onthe working, ‘which is equal to about 15% per annum. Tis is rather a contrast to the JAPASESP Mills that are suffering: ftom over 
production, and it has been proposed that the,export should be encouraged, by fictitious means, which can only have one, ending, 


Grey Shirtings.—8.4-lbs.—Slightly more business is reported, the sales this week amounting to 12,000 pieces, as follow: 
“Hagie S1.10, Vase £1.99; Red Dragon axd:7 Child $21," Blue Cock T2173; Man and-Elephant $3.20, Proo Birds ¥2.21 
72°40 and Dewhurst Zagle $2.65, There is not much enquiry and very little inclination to pay higher prices:, It is eaid’that the finer 
makes are being taken for dyeing purposes in place of 72-reed Ihite Shixtings which are getting scarce, Auction prices: were distinctly 
firmer. with few.exceptions. 


Light Weights. —Sales are reported-of- 700 pieces 7-Ibs. Dragon AA-at ¥1:05-and'250 pieces 7-Ibs. Children and Fruit at 1.83. 
‘At Anction prices for 7-Ibs. wore steady to firm, and.some improvement on the previous prices. is noticeable. in;the G-lbs. which were 
offered after a somewhut long interval. 


Heavy Weights.—Small lots of 10-Ibs, Red Buttlefy at $2.70 andBagle Cut ¥3.10are the only transactions mentioned, although 
judging by the.Auction prices the market is firmer. 


“tt-bs., 36-inch:—Ouly sales of-two chops aro published; amounting to about 4,000 pieces, namely Elephant and, Gun '¥2.90 and 
Soldier, AULA $3.10, a rene of Tico Stock.B being reported also at tho latter price. “At Auction there was am advance of:two to four: 
caudareens. 


White Shirtings.—Business continues limited and is confined chiefly to the.finer maker. salesof nhant.5,00'-pi¢cra being reposted a& 
follows:—Zhir-ee Fish 'S3.114 D 3.23.70, Single Oiel $3.724, Gold 9-Cock '$3,90 and Gold 9 Horse.T1.35: AvAuotién the 64 reeds ond. 
alyo. the, kes. improved. slightly, but the ordinary 72 reeds. wore-rather-weakerr Privately there is no enquiry for 64-reeds, 
Trentsty is taking a few of the pure finished fine makes, 

T-Cloths.—This make has been almost neglected, the ouly sale we hear of being 600 pieces 7'wo Fish at T1.574. 

There is still nothing to report privately, while the small lots at Auction show little change. 

—English:—Only one transaction has appeared, namely, Elephant and Snake at $3 074. 

“American.—The better advices from ‘Presrsix have led to a moderate business, sales of about 41,000 pieces being reported as 

follows :—-1'10, Cash $2.97, %v0 Rabbit ¥3.07}, Centuar €3:154 and Stark: Lion 'F3.25,, In addition 7,500 pieces Clifton. hove been 
contracted for at a sterling price. 

Sheotings.—Bnglish.—No business is reported from stock but we understand a few indents have gone through. 


“American.—Seles are, mentioned of 52,000 pieces, comprising the following :—Phaniz £ $295, Two Cash and Three Goats $2.974 
Augusta Orescent and. Blue Joss AA. €3.00, T000. Rabbits and Dragon's Head '¥3.05 and Buck's Head 'F3 153/17}. It is also reported 
that 20,000 pieces Piedmont and 10,000 pieces Clifton, new chop, have been taken, to arrive, on private terms. 


Fancy. Goods.—The market seems to bo at a standstill, there being no enquicy for Prints or Dyed. goods to speak of. A few Amurican 
Cotton Flannels have been ordered on private terms. 

‘Woollens.—The privato. enquiry has evtirely lapsed and there is little or no improvement to be.noticed at Auction. Cautxrs went just 
2 tride higher, but with both Lastixas and Spaxtsu Sratrzs the the tendency was downwards. ‘These goods at the present low level of 
xchange are Felatively.too dear and the.trade eeems.bauad to dia out, 


Cotton Yarn—Quite a revival in the domand appears to have set in aud a good business has to be reported at steady prices. The 
‘buying has been fairly general, the lower. counts for.the Nocthera.Ports and the No.-20s, for Sreouves and the River markets. Sales 
amount to 3,725 bales, as follows 

'No. 108., 679 bales—Cnion Spinning ant Wextern India, (Pony Carriage) '¥00.00, China-Mill S61 50;- Hope Milt £62.75/62.50, 
Indo-China aud Imperial $62.75, and Currimbhoy Ring 63.00. 

Wo. 12s., 115 bales.—B. Pabaney and Qurrimbhoy,, Mule $68.50: 

No. 185 bales, —Kaisar-i-Hind ‘69.50, Weslern India (New Ticket) ¥70.00, Britannia, Ring ¥71.50, Bombay Cotton, Swe 
¥71 75 aud. Currimbhoy, Mule ‘$74.50/74.75. F 

No. 20s., 2,555 bales—Jaferalli Mule £74.50, Remington (New Colaba) ¥74.75, Indo-China $74.75/75.25, Union, Jufferalli Ring and 
Empress. Spinning ‘375.00, Queen Mills.and Lahkmidas Khimjeo.'$75.25, Vithaldas Copolilas Woman, Goolambaba and Imperial 
G73 25/58.50,. Jubilee Mule 275.50, Amjut Bagh, China Mill, Currimhboy Male, James Greaves and Britannia, Ring $76.00, Connaught 
$76.25, Hope Mill $76.00/75.75, Jubilee Ring £76.25/76.50, Howard and Bullough:$74.50/76.23, Anglo Indian, Ring: $77.00 ‘and Ripon 
Mule ¥78.00. 

Arrivals have been heavy this week, the s.s. Coromandel bringing 7,219 bales'and the s. 
estimated ungold stock of 24,000 bales. : 

Wapanese.—These, too, have met with more attention, the sales amounting to'740 bales at unchanged prices, as under :-— 

No. 16s., 150 bales ~ Stork $73.75/73.50 and Go'd Elephant $76.00. 

No. 20s., 590 bales— to Afen $77.50, Seven Stars $7.75, Blue Fish $78.50 and Butterfly and Flower $78.75. 

ish. There is not, much doing, the only sales published are moderate quantities of 3 fold 32s, Red Zui at $1700 and: Red 2 

Dragon at $109.00. 

‘Localp—Sales ae reported as follows :—1,000 bales Wha Sheng Mills’ No. 10s..at £65.00, 300 bales. do. No.,12s. at 68.00,.and 560 
bales International Mill's No. 16s. at $73.00, unpacked. Cotton is firmer, Ts. 16.00. 




































































































Canton’ 1,237 bales, leaving us ‘with an 














‘Metals.—From Messrs. Alex. Bielfeld & Co.’s Report of 25th April :—Metals.—Reports from the north are not such as to improve the 
‘market, Tientsin having ample stocks to mect present demands, Newchwang requiring very little and Chefoo with only a fair demand, 
Which there is no hurry to meet. As o-result of these reports and telegrams from: home, where prices are easier, the market has 
Been fiat, with a tendency to let holdings go, or even: to book orders slightly below-quotations. ‘This is especially the case in Nailrods, 
Which may be had at jess than in the contract we quote. ‘The following has beea- done :—280 tons Bar Croppings, square, flat and 
Tound at 100s. to 105s., c.i.f., 300 tons Sobair Nailrods at 124s. c.i.f., 3,00) kegs Wire Nails at 9s. 3d. cif, 450 tons Bar Iron at 126s. 
to 129s, c.i.f., 200 tons Cart ‘Tyres at 107s, cti-f., 50 tong Boiler Tubes at 96s. c.i.f.:: 
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In Sundries there has been little doing and everything has been very quiet, an there is an uneasy feeling on all sidos, while the 
marked tendency of buyers to repudiate contracts when'liable to result in a loss is also somewhat restricting business The following 
in all we have to report :—35.ca th 100 tins, Violet, 8 oz, ‘Man snd Pigeon” at £0.35 per tin, 50 cases, cach 200 bottles, 
Violet, 2 oz. at £0.07 per bottle, 2,000 cases Wiadow Glass at $3.62} per case. 


Kerosene.—The Kerosene market has been very flat, going down to 1.56, but owing to the war news prices close stronger at £1.57} 
‘and show a tendency to go higher _ The stocks here are very large. while those in the north are ample and the preseut consumption 
slow. So it is nut probable war will affect the price of this staple greatly. 


Opium.—Closing quotatious:—Malwa (new) £535; (old) 630/700; Patna $542; (new) 528; Benares £538 ; (new) F524. 








EXPORTS. 
Silk.—From Messrs. A. R. Burkill & Sons’ Circular of 25th instant :— 
Since the date of our last circular the London market has remained unchanged, and Blue Elephants are still 
quoted 10/9, the quotation from Lyons for Gold Kiling is Fes. 27.25. 


RAW SILK.—The market is unchanged, another parcel of Mountain 4 and 5 has been sold at low rates. In Yellow Silk 
some business has been done, and prices are firm. < 


ARRIVALS, as per Customs Returns, r6th to 2and April are: 117 bales White, 65 bales Yellow, and 1,102 bales 
Wild Silks. 


RE-REELS AND FILATURES.—Several small parcels of 3rd Choice Steam Filatures have been settled on an average 
price of Tls. 665, and some Hand Filatures, Market ‘chops, 3 and 4, have been done at quotation below. In all 
about roo bales have changed hands, 


The Export of Steam Filatures to date is: 5,570 bales to America, 3,803 bales to the Continent, 58 bales to 
Japan and 24 bales to London. 


WILD SILK.—About 100 bales have been settled. Stocks are accumulating and the market is weak. 


PONGEES.—About 1,000 pieces White Pongees, 21/22 x 70 yards x 55/56 oz. x 5% congee have been contracted for at 
Ts. 16.60 per piece, delivery in five months. 


WASTE SILK.—Nothing doing. The large arrivals of Tussah Waste go to fill old contracts made in January and February. 





Prices calculated by Macrten’s Tables at r1 per cent. Exchange 2/636 and Fes, 3.20. Freight Tis. 7.45 per bale. 





Ts. Fe Ds. < Fea, 

rere yet yerkin vera. rth, pata 

4724 10/4 93.70 | Yettow Siux.—Szechong 2374 5/4} 14.90 

1624 10/13 Haw 

3507/9 A724 « $624 10/4 @ 10/24 28-70 a 25.10 
13/15 14/45 





‘Tsatiers.—Mountain 4 .. 







” 28.10 
Yettow S1K.—Miench 21.50 





> FinaTune.— 
Market Chop 3 & 4 


























eH ‘Mecyang (common) 300 6/8 «18.55 Sream Fruatore.—Third Choice, 13/1 
a Fooyung ... 300 a 335 6/8 a 7/5 18.55 a 20.60 Wu Sux.—Tussah Filature 8 27, 6. 169 
3 Kopun (common) - 270 6/0 16.80 ‘Three Joss Chop .. 4 Bil 95 
1897-98. 1896.97, 1895-96. 1894-95, 1893-94, 1892.98. 
Settlements for this mail ......about 400 350 1,000 350 500 1,000 bales. 
” » season in- 7 

cluding forward contracts} 1% 68,800 67,500 73,500 67,500 73,000 74,000 4, 
tock§ ” 5,800 4,000 13,000 4,500 5,500 2,500 4, 
"Seam Blears. i 74,600 71,500 86,500 - 71,600 78,500 76,500 4 





§ Including old Silk. 
* England, * France, de. Total Europe. America, Indiad Bayete ggg Pt ging, Grand Total, 
































































































, eee ae ar 8 
“Wild 358 8,162 3,520 490 145 9,182}, 
‘Total 46,572 48,516 68,571 4, 

Against in 1896-97 52,870 66,739, 
» 1895-96 49,108 err) 72,487. 

» 1894.95 ... 45,992 48,229 66,320, 

% 1893-94 ... 50,953 56,166 72,208, 

” 1892-93 .. 54921 58,004 347 yy 

% 1891-92 $4,307 51,769 64812, 
Export Waste Silk... 39,263 M2 41,501 piculs. 
Against in 1896-97 24,175 32,447 1 34,208, 
» 1895-96 29,441 46,024 982 $8,953, 
22,496 36,961 2 97 37,534, 

1,947 1,356 66 aes 4,798 6,210, 

Against in 1896-97 ... 217 4,155 4,362 140 a 5,169 9671 
» 1895-96 ... e 2,301 2,301° 935 a 2172 5,408, 

* 1894-95 sesesone 730 1,753 2,483 476 ae 2,877 5,836, 





* Many shipments are new sent optional, Marseilles or London, 
Also 1,595 piculs Old Silk Wadding to London. 
we 2,282 ay ” ” x» Continent. 
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(Closing Rates}—On London— Telegraphic Transfers, 2s. 53d. Banks Bills, %. 533d. Banks Bills, 4 months’ 
. Gd. First-Class Credits to Banks, 4 months’ sight, 2s. 63d.; 6 months’ sight, 2s 63d. ; Private and Documentary, 
4 months’ sight, 2s. 63d. : 6 months’ sight, %, 64a. On France—Bank Bills, Transfer Fes. 3.14. Credits and Documentary 
Bills, 4 months! sight, 3.183, 6 months’ sight, 3.19} On Germany—Credits and Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight, Marks, 
2.61, lowest 2.61, highest 2.62. On New York—Credits and Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight, per F100 G.$62}, lowest 623, 
highest 623. On’ Hongkong—Telegraphie Transfers, 743, lowest 743, bighest 744 per $100. Private Bills, 3 days’ sight, 74, 
lovrest. 74, highest 74}, On Yokohama—Telegraphic Transfers, 38a %, lowest 81, highest 813 per 100. Private Bills. 15 deys 
sight, 780, lowest 80, highest 80. On Bombay and Calcutta Telegraphic Transfers, Rs. 184, lowest 184. highest 1854 per 7100. Bank 
» demand, Rs, 184}. lowest 1843, highest 186. Bullion—Gold Bars, Shanghai, 98 touch, $389.00, lowest 387.50, highest 389.50. 
ilver Bars, $111.15, lowest 111.10, highest 111.20. Mexican dollars, £75.90, lowest 73.70, highest 75.90. Carolus dollars, 95.00, 
lowest 95.00, highest 96.00. Copper Cash 1,180, towest 1,170, highest 1,180. Chinese Interest, mace 1.00, lowest 0.5, highest 1.3. 
Bar Silver in London, per oz. 25g, lowest 25], highest 25}5- 

































Daruy Quorarioxs. 
(From Messrs. Morriss, Fergusson & Robertson's Circular.) 











Gin [NEW 7¥0RO) Teor, 


= Loxpox. i 
Ox Loxpos. FRANcE. atany.|YorK. 





TT 7 it % a Frances 4 m/s. | 4.m/s.|Docty.|KOXG. at 
UyMransfers. | Tank 4 mjs, | Credits ¢ m/s. | Doct. 4 m/e pace doje. Emi [Doaty mr} a 





. Highest Lowest, HighestLowest, Highest|Lowest. Highest| Towest. Highest. 
2.63 | 2.63 265 | 265 265 |s.o9/3.01 3.21/3.99, 2.62] 625] 744] 81 | 1855 
26 |e 2.63 | 263 2.64 |3.19/3.20 3.20/3.21| 2.61 | 62 | 744 'stysia] 185 

















26 2.03 | 2.63 2.64 |s.19j3.20 3.20/3.21| 2.61 | 62 | 744 j81/S13| 185 
26 2.68 26h [sisynoy 2.207821) 2.61) 62 | 74g 81/813] 185 
263 203 faasynoy azo.) 201) 62 | 74g eyeg] 1943 
2.63 2.6% |3.184/193 3.20/3.21| 2.61 743 /81/813| . 184 
Shares.—From Messrs. J. P. Bisset & Co.'s Report of 25th Apri Esta F << 






‘The market has been very dull during the week, on account chiefly of the scarcity of money. ‘The news of hostilities between Spain 
tnd the United States of America has had a tendeney to weaken Hongkong and Shaogtai Rank shares. 
Bawxs.—Honakong and Shanghai Banking Corporation. No local business has been reported this week, on account of the absence of 
buyers. In Hongkong there are sellers at 18% per cent. premium, and shares could be laid down here at alittle under 193 por cent. 
remium with exchange 73, it ‘The London quotation is £44.10.0. Bank of OC) and Japan, Ld, 
Tivo report and necounts to'the 31 passed at the meeting of shareholders held in London on the 28th 
March. ‘The balance sheet shewing the position of the Liquidation of the Bank of China, Japan and The Straits, exhibits a surplus of 
£149,181.16.9. ‘The Liquidators will pay the whole balance ve to the eroditors of the Old’ Bask on the tith May. ‘The New Work 
Account shews a net profit of £2,703.0.8 as a result of the year’s working, equal to 2.76% on the Working Capital, 
the previous year. Including the last instalment of the call paid oa tho 2nd instant, the intrinsic value of 
about £2 each. 
Mantye Issonaxce.—Business has been confined to North-China Iusurance'shares at ‘$198, at which a few more are wanted. China 
Zr shares are wanted at $53, but are held for $65. “Canton shares have improved in Hongkoag to $197. Strait ahares are offering at 
Fir, Insunaxor.—No business reported. 
ge tireENe.— Indo-China S.. changed hands at 345 cash, 445 for April, F48.50 for June and 747.50 for July. ‘The Hongkong quotation 
1.10 see 
Sugar Costrantes.—Ohina Sugar Refining shares are offering in Hongkong at $165. 
Biise.—Raud australian Gold Mining shares were sold to Hongkong at $28. 
Docks, Wuanves axp Conowns.—Shates in Boyd d Cr. are offering at $200, and in S.C. Fernham & Co. ab $173. Shanghai Dock 
sharey suddenly dropped to 75 for 31st July, but have singe been placed at ¥75 cash. Hongkong 4 Whampoa Dock shares were purchased 
from Hongkong at 953 per cent’ premiun Hongkew Wharf shares were sold at £118.50 cash and £119 for 31st May and close 
firm, Hongkong & Kowloon Wharf shares are offering at $57. 
GaxDs.—Shanghai Land Investment shares changed hand 
shares is reported at $8.50, 













































and are offering, at $90. A local sale of Humphreys’ Estate and Finance 


IxpUusrRtaL.—Colton Mill shares. B-1Wos were placed at $101, Internationals at F112 and F110, and Soy Chees at $520. Yah Loo 
shares are offering xt present quotations. Major Brothers shares ‘changed hands at $35, and China Flour Mill shares at 58. It 
announced that the International Co, will pay an interim dividend of 3% 0: the 30th current, and carry $30,000 forward. 

‘Duos & Canco Boars.—Co-operative Cargo Boat shares were sold at 160. 

Miscertaxzous.—Shanghai-Sumatra Tobacco Co—Shares were sold st F86 to F85 cash and ¥85 for the 30th current. Shanghai- 
Langkat Tobacco shares were placed at ¥330 for the 30th Juve, and are offering at 205 cash. Shanghai Horse Razaar Co., Li.—The 
report nnd accounts for 1897 were presented and ‘2nd instant. ‘The net profits for the 
year amount to £18,446.60, equal to 20.49% on 1 % in 1896, Including a balance of £9,751.23 from the previous 
Year, and $9,586.26, the amount of the Reserve Fi as a sum of 437,784.18 at credit of the profit and loss account, From this 
‘$24,744 were written off on account of ox eration to vendors (leaving a balance of ¥4,000 still owing), £9,100 were paid asa 
dividend of 10% to shareholders, and 74,010.09 have been placed at £7 cum dividend, Hall w Holt, Lid.-— 
The Directors’ report and statement of accounts for the year ending on the 28th February last have been published for the meeting of 
shareholders called for the 30th current. The net profits amount to $49,935.10, equal to 39.63% on the Capital, as against 48.40% in tho 
previous year. Including a balance of $4,496.49 from the previous year, and deducting $12,500 paid as an interim dividend of $2 per 
share, there is a sum of $41,531.59 to divide. ‘The Directors reoommend the payment of a final dividend of $2 per share, to transfer to the 
Reserve Fund $20,000, which will then stand at $145,000, to write $3,000 off Fixtures and Ovens, and to carry forward $6,031.59. ‘They 
also recommend the transfer to the credit of the Factory Building Account of $5,000 standing in the books as Depreciation Account Shares 
have been placed at $42 cum and $10 ex dividend. Central Stores Ltd.—The Directors’ report and statement of accounts to the 28th 
February were presented and passed at the meeting of sharcholders held on the 22nd instant. ‘There was a profit of $3,058.47 ov the Hotel 
Account, while the Trading Account shews a loss of $5,991.15. Including $935.68 on account of Preliminary Expenses, $4,266.20 for 
Depreciation, and other charge, the net loss is $6,052.18. This xmount, added to the loss of $12,100.69 in the previous year, with the 
addition of $995.67 standing at the debit of Preliminary Expenses, makes debit balance of $19,088.54. Shares havo been told at $10, and 
aso wanted. 

Loaxs.—Debentures:—Shanghai Municipal 5% were sold at $96, Shaighai Land 5.50% at par, and 5% at 795, and a large lot of 
Shanghai and Hongkew Wharf 6% at 102. ie a a 








































































care sear oo Ts 
Amount of Lean, Cutstonding. AEMUAT eNCet (When ayable| along for’ | 
— Issue] 888} 370,000.00 ‘F100 6 Dec. & June. | (9) 5.73% 
. (9) 
1890 ‘720,000.00 6 Do. (9) 5.765 
1801 420,000.60 54 Fo Do. (9) 5.50: 
1992} 350,060.00 i 5 Do. (@) 5.427 
1893} (F125,000.C0 ‘3100, 5h Do. 
1894) 'T2105,000.00 (7305,0(0.60 ‘5100; 6 Do, 
1895; 'F1)5,CC0.CO |T135,0C0.00 ‘£100! 5 Do. 
1596] 130,000.00 [F120,000.10| $1e0! 5% | Do. 
cum Theatre ‘$17,000.00 | ¥17,0U0.00 $25 "4 24 July 1895, 
cae Tusp. Government Loan 1886 i} $.$685,700.00 680,105.00 | 3950: 7 J | Bar. & Sept. 
Shonghni Tand Inv.Co.Debentures.1890| £250,000.00 |25£0,.60.00 | 00. 6% | May & Nov. 
To. Do. 1802| 250,000.00 j3250,00..0 | $100 24 Z | dune & Dee. 
Do. Do. 1884} $250,000.60 |3250,c00.00 | i006 | Mar. & Sept. 
Do, De. 1896) $250,000.00 '$250,0C0.00 F100, 5% | June & Dee. 
Shanghai Waterworks Co, Debentures [95] 160,000.00 ‘£160,000.00} S100! 6 | Mar. & Sept. 
ne Do. Go, | Biewsut-cn Ssvosooocn ) Siov) 8% | Jane & Des.” | 
Shanghai & Hooghew Wharf Co. 5, +£460,000.00 [$100,000.00 | $100] _6 Z_ | June & Dec. 
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_ AUCTION SALES. 
Auctions for the week ending 23rd April, 1898, comprised the following Goods :— 


Cortesyending week 
‘att eat. For the week. Previews week, met year, 








Corresponding week 






















You the werk. ee 

Grey Shirtings —. "70 per. Velvets. 60 pcs. xgainar and 144 pos. 

White Shirtings BIA, <p Reheetenee, + ne we sm 
Cotton Italians... 1,140 3, |, 7 : 


F-Glotin 
leith 





Jeans, ” 600 
sheetivgs " 600 
Tarkey Re - nw 546, 
At B-Wo, 201 
Grey Shirtings. —210 pieces ; Red Lotus 51.594. 


‘$4.Tbs.~2,340 pieces: Black Tea Caddy XX 1.763164, Med Lion $1,903, Red Crab T1.91, Blue Crab ¥2.02, Blue Di 
sand Crown 52.072, Red Bell $2.11/114, Blue Dragon, Esco $2.72, and Red Tea Caddy $2.29/293. ragon 
10-Ths.—800 pieces; Blue Goat F2.59/59}, Bue Crab 2.634, Man and Monster $2.682, and Blue Flower $2,97. 
11-Ibs.—500 pieces; Blue Dragon and 7 Boys $2.92/93, do. and 5 Men 3.094/10. 
12-Abe. 660 pieces Man and Monster $2.95, Man and Gun ¥3.153, and Blue Flower 44.4 33:27. 
‘White Shirtings.—150 piedes ; Painted Phenix EO ¥3.533, Bat and Peach $4.96, . 
‘P-Cloths.—7-Is.—700:pieces; Blue Eagle 1:63} and Red Tea Caddy £1.62/622. 
Jeans.—Fnglish.—8-Ibe,—100-pivern'; Figer.and Tree $2.62. 
Drills American. —14-1bs.—1,500 pieces ; Double Rabbits 3:03}. 
Sheotings.—Americau.—14-Ibs.—2,000 pieces ; Double Rabbits $3.04. 
Purkey Red.—1,260 ,pieces; Mandarin 19lbs, 1.243, do. 2lbe, 1.36, do. 2-lbs, F143, do, 24-1bs, 2 
W1.64g, do. Bibs, 1.59%, aud do, 3f-ibs. 31.603. % o- Shetbe. L514, do. 9f-1be 
At Yuen-foong, 2lst inst — 


Grey Shirtings.—6-Ihx—500 pieces; Lotus F0.814/823. 
‘ 7-ta,— 2,175, Blue Britannia '$1:6)/623, Blue 4 Sister ¥1.643/643, and Blue 3 Students 51.803. 
i Green 9 Lions $1.62, Howse $1 643/05, Dowdle Aten S1.75/762, Blve-tritannta 51,898, Blue $ Stud 
2.004008, ‘Blue 4 Sisters ¥2.024/08, Blue Double Nhield ¥2.063, Black Gold $ Stwtente $2.134/134, Green Crown ©2.149/16 hea 
Btudente'3,14/142, Red Emperor's Birthday 32.153/363, 7 Sisters ¥2.203/21, 5 Brothers ¥2.274)954,,an0 34 lbs.—900 pieces #48 Bees, 


EDA. 
40-%00.—2,500 pivcon: Red Britannia $2.65}/60, Red $ Students $2.65, Red Emperor's Birthday $2.704/714. Hed 4 Bieter 


992.749 /753, and Painted 8 Literati'®3.012. 
1U. 12th 1.050 pieces ia“$2.033, 18 Brothers $3.39, and Lily 3.37/38}. 

i 73/983. 

China Square T2.943, Nine 1 


White Shirtings.—6s-reed.— 1,900 meces; House 
Diilt'$2.144, and Black Gold $ Students 2.50}. 

ee), —5,050 viecex: White (old 3 Students $2.704/703, Red £ Sisters, Bright 

TUilg, Red Gold Star, Bright ¥3.003/013, do. Dull $2.99, Red 6 Siar, Bright 3.99}, ‘Painted fy 

Dull ¥3'123/13, Bleck Flag Chief TA 274P8, Painted Grand Fathera $3.68, Lily 3.124 and Studente Bd sug aoe 


Blue $ Students £1.47, Red. Double Shield £1.663/663, and Red 3 Students ‘21.563. 

Painted $ Students ¥2.23/238. 
Joans.—English.—8-Ibs—290 pieces; Blue Elephant $2.35, Double Squivrel 52.46, 
Sheetings.—14-1,—120 pieces; Olid Man Heud A, £2.99)/3.003. 

pajzingle Cotton aTealians. Me see Loo, Lae ona (F405, Sues T4.15/174, 18 Literati 4.00, Painted 9 Lions ‘$4.03, 

At Mie-kee, 23rd inst— 

Velvets, Black.—60:pieces;; 22-in. Lion and:Flag ¥0.1.63. 
Velveteens, Black.—8 pieces; 18-in. Lion and Flag'¥0.128, 26-in. House 0.1.41, 26-in. Snowfall 0.1.56, 
Purkey Red —400 pieces. Blue Fisher.33lbs. £1.95, Green 5 Boys 34-Ibs. £1.83/84, do. 7-1bs, 3.19 and 8 Joss A-Ibs, '¥2,00, 


pe eee ee 
AUCTION SALES OF WOOLLENS DURING THE WEEK, 





























1» 3.02303, Soldier $3.05/052, and 
ight $2.16}, do, Dull $2198, Blue 









ily 3.63/37. 
Lighthouse Fright %2.18/188, do, 


08/703, Red 2 Light House Bright 




























































































a = aie — 
: ony 
Chops— Sentlet. |Dk. Blue, Dk. Gian. (Gr EN-/ Orssce® /Ash &viirelvarple] Black. |tMag.} Maure.(4 
Th. | Te, Wi, | Ti | Ul, | Tk Te| Tis, | Tis. 
Cunilets, 
Lighthouse, s.s.¢.p-pe| 18:825 13.05 |... | 42.87% 
Salee, pe 20 10 10" 
9-018 Manys.8.3-p,peu! 18.17972231 : 12.623 
80 10 
13.16 
20 
‘Sieg pan esto? ‘| 200 
9 Old Man, 7.7.8. p.pe 9275 | 9.274/35 
Sales, pes. ... 40 { 100 100 
‘Spanish Stripes. | 
‘Bingle Phanniz, p.yd...| -0:52.9 0.52.7/52.9 
& a2 Ca 120 
0.49.9 /50.1 r 
| 150 i 210 
i 
30 
| a2 
‘Sales, pes. | 12 
iLion,p. yd. 
Bal 43 
Drage, p. od. 
Baits, pew 30 
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Co& C. Gazette, 785 
a 
Statement ‘of Imports and Deliveries of Cotton and Woollen Piece Gooas tor the week ending 23rd April, 1898, 

compiled from the “Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 86 to 9, both numbers inclusive. _ 








Rx-kxrorts axp akix Dastixatioss, 


















2 : Pe : 
22 é [22 2 
214 < ze 3 
2 Ls 5 Soi a 
7,175} 50,875 4535) 5,5: 300)", a 
645] 1,010 ... | 4, “60 





White Shirtings . 
Drill, English & Indian. 
vn Duteh 


gi 














xheotings, J 





Chintze 
Printed 
Printed wills 
Turkey ‘Red: 
Velreta 
Velveteens 


-Petton Varn, fndin 





fs iglis 
BS 
Shangha 

spanish Stripes, Woollen 





oe ‘olon. 4, 
Medium & Kron Cloths, 
Cunilets 













Tastings 
Utalian Cloth . i 
Colton Lasting 
Plain Keigured Orleans 
Cotton Flannels.. 

do. Japan,. 
sLend—sin Pigs. 
ron, Nail Kod 











“Fso 
336 
16,903) 












































! 7,500) 
EX 


Toran Dexiveries. Torat Imvonrs. 

















‘Againat Inge 
‘year to 
sate tern 


1,345,078 


29,190 
146,670 
593,110 

51,198 


314,51 
45,174 
21,000 

167'300 


~ | For the year 
Avabore, | from “at 
Jane 
142,499 | 7,656,606 
21,779 | '290,1 
2,368 23. 
550 
51,468 
23654 
1,280 
» 121955 
3,155 
60 


2,320 









| o, Againee 
| tad Apel 


For the week, 








91,827 


1,551,337 
238,239 
61,821 
79,011 
684,429 
143,685 














White Shirtings 

Deilly, Bog, & Indian. 
yy Duteh 

American. 

» Eng, & Indian 





177,248 
(58,091 





249,183 
38,710 
501,625 
64,848 
14,044 
73,074 
27,759 





1,443,403, 
-15,503 
22,529 
54,821 
454,260 
196,437 
214,203 


Dyed Shir 
‘Bro. & Spo 
Chintze 

Printed 
P. 








Plain-& Figured Orlo 
Cotton f'lannels.. 
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SHARES. ‘SHaNGsat, 25th April, 1698. 













































Posimiox ren Last Reronr. | Last Divo. &.|_& 18 8¢-3jCasw Quoramiox 
] 22 5/23 oe 
HARES, . To | When |§§ g}= 32> 
" Reserve. |S¢ Working! pate, | share-| paid or/227|3552| Closing, 
Pomeet, holders] due, (* 213 855 
|S e825) 
| 
Banks, i ~ Iper cent. Ts. 
Hongkong ShanshaiBant.Co} 80,00 $208,963.22 31-19.97| *£13]14- 2-98 $93.96) 6.53 267.36 
ina & Japan La. 
Back of Che. ordin shares} 106,701" 149,481.16.3 31-1 yom. 
Do, alrzed a0. | 205 A f 
Nati 1k of China, Lé. ... 53 i 
Ae “De. 3,818) $4,523.23 31-12-97 | 4$1.18} 1- 3-97 nominal] 
Do... Founders’| 750) $23.00] 


Insurance (Marine. ) eh 
Union In. Society of Canton,La./ 10,000} $250. } :674,784.58 30- 6-97| “asi6lls-10.97 
1 
i 


o4,000lses.2a1 $25 e183. $0845| { $351,807.25]30- 4.97] 4$0]4- 10-97 


$225.00} 
365.00) 





China Traders’ Ins, Co., Ld. 





















North-China Ine, Co., 1. 5,000) £100) £25, 250,000.00 "306,687.20 !1-12-06 |/518,18]°8- $97 £17.05] 8.62) ne 

¢ 
SangtereTnaurance Are'tion,Lal -c,sss} siool $60 f |S846:80on {$865,858.07 1ehs. 4-98 $134.00] 
Canton Insurance Office « 10,000) $250) gs} $3,800,000] $4,276. 0f13- 1-98 | $137.06 





































Straits Inew 0,000) $3,220.00) 3-96 $12.09 
‘hunny 
Honekong £000) 1,046,763.76 $337. 
Chinn Fire Jnsora 207,006) '$1,600,000} '$99.00 
Shipping. 
F’kong, C'ton & M’cao $.B,Co..| 80,000) d $609,000) $27.00) 
Indo-China Steam Nav. Co. «$1589 % 
Douglas Steamship Co. La. ...] 20,000] $59.00) 45.07 
Ch, Mutual S.N.Co.pref.shares.| 16,735) 
Do. Trae do. | 1/381 £0.00 
Do. do, do. | 35,505) 26.00 
Sugar Companies. a6 
Perak Suge Cultivation Co.Ld.] 5,000) 35.00 
China Sugar Refining Co. Ld...} 20,000] ‘$iss.o0] 22-68 
anon Sugar Reining Co. La.) 7,000 $38.00) 97-74 
S.eridun Cox. M, &3.0.,£4. | 20,000 : ; 
Tonjom Mining Co. La 59,349) Lidia tat b nize faci! tH 
icaie nen as pref 30,000 $6,537.25|81-1 4 was { Sa tt 
jelebu Mining &Tr x § : 
Raub A'lian Gold Mi | 200;000] £1 se 1033 | Sst Bey ohes 





Docks, Wharves and Godowns. 
‘o., Ld., Founders’ 
Beya & Co., La., Ordinary. 
§. G, Farmham & Co., La, 





200) 
+800) 





pom. 
197.50 
173.00 


1,742, 
‘F18 356.9: 









Sihai E. 8, & Dock Co., Li. i ; 

Do. Founde: { s14,910.64}20- pepo 
B'kong & W'pno Dock Cou, Ls rate 
sluaglini & Hew Wharf Co 107,288.73} ned 
Whong&K'loon Wh.&G,Co., Lal see ae nee 


Lands. 
and Investment Co., Ld. 





sh. 

A’ kong Land Jnvest.&A.Co. La. 4 

Kowloon Land & Building Co. Ld 5.49 

Bomphreys Estate & F. Co. Ld, dss 
“Industrial, : 
rs 37,574.29) 70) 






Ewo Cotton Sp. & i 
International CottonMan.Co. La} 
Laou-kung-mow Cotton Spin- 
ning and Weav Co, 
Soy Chee Cotton Spin. Co. Ld, 
Yeh Loong Cotton tp - Co., La 
Shunghai lee Co. 
Shanghai Rice M 
China Flour Mill Co., La, 
American Cigarette Go., La. 
HkongCottooS W.&D-Co,,La 
S'hai FeatherCleaning Co., La. 
Tugs and Caryo Boch 
Shanghai Tug Boat Co., La. ..., 
Tahu Trigond Lighter Co., La, 

Shanghai Cargo Boat Co. Ld... 5100) ‘¥100}4395,49% 
Co-uperativeCargoBoatCo. Ld, ¥100| F100 "Ton is2.8 
Miscellaneous. 


ShanghaiWaterworke Co., La.) 7,200] £20} _ £20} 39,000.00 





2,303.86) 
$2,678.69) 


‘£21,108.37] 
469.00) 











‘ro19.05/31-12-.07 
+ (81-12-97 








‘¥9.00) 








si 
‘09 








F100] Tico] 75,000) 


sne¥50| 1150] 77=120,060, 
1.580) T.T50) € 36,051.10) 





Wy) 
164) 
7 | uE10.08} 
































































Tientsin Waterworks Co., La..| "650, F100] F109 i 
‘obaceo Co! 13,060) $0} _ $20] 543,(00.00 eect 
Langkat'Tob.Co.,Ld.| 3,980] £100] T100] ‘None. 

BS 0. New issue] 4,000, F100) 525) ‘ None, 

ShanghaiHoree BaraarCo.,1d.| 3,800, ‘T3u] $50) 31-13. 110Z)23- 4-98, 

J. Llewellyn & Co., Le. 1,200 $100} $100) 31-124 F7Z25- 5-93 43.80 
Hall & Holtz, Li 6,250] $20] $20} $195,000) 2. 2$3/18-10-97 ” $42.00) 30.66 
A. 8. Watson & Co,, La. $10) S10} $195,000) 1-12. $12.00) 8.71 
Bel’s Asbestos Eastern f . j 
aie Ea £i) gi]... | £135e13.10/31-19.96 nom. 

longkong Electric Co., Ld. $10} $8} none -$8,960.93}30- 4-87 50) 6.94 
Central Stores, Ld. .. $20 $15}... §$19,088.55]28- 2-93 i004 7.30 



































* "For balt year. + kor year. = Interim drividend. | Fival dividend for business year. § A deficit. (a) Exclusive of avcrued interest. 
(¢) Insurance Fund.” (d) Depreciation und. (e) Reserve ogainst Txeherge Abd SnvestneGe’ Fisctuations. (J) Bouas 
o) muring a Shey ran for the ul fegm. {i} Ou the Slet December lst there were oly £1-10.0 per share pad ap, thi with the 
y .10.9 per share cover the deficit. ‘Cum the rj is 
exchange is fixed at 73." (£) (he Accounts ate not published. (G) » Cam the right to the new issue at par. For all Dollar shares tho 
* Festing 1 J. P. BISSET & Co; 
f 
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